Paul J. Reitemeier, Ph.D.
301-C DeVos, GVSU

401 Fulton, Grand Rapids MI  49501
Office: 616-331-3417
E-mail: Reitemep@GVSU.edu
Degrees & Certifications

1991 Ph.D. (with honors) Philosophy, Michigan State University



Dissertation: Physician Integrity and the Role of Gatekeeper 

1984
M.A. (with honors) Special Studies: Medical Ethics, University of Kansas

Thesis: Ramsey on Withholding and Withdrawing Medical Care
1978
Diploma, National Executive Institute, Mendham, NJ

1977
B.A. in Philosophy (with distinction in the major), Univ of Wisconsin-Madison

Academic Awards

1990

Dissertation Fellowship, College of Arts and Letters, Michigan State University

1988
Hinman Foundation Fellowship, All University Fellowship, Mich St. University

1984
Dean’s Recruitment Fellowship, Michigan State University

1982
History and Philosophy of Medicine Fellowship, University of Kansas

1971
Mayo Foundation Scholarship, Rochester, Minnesota

Employment History

2005--

Chair, Human Research Review Committee, Office of Graduate Studies and 

Grants Administration, and Associate Professor of Philosophy, GVSU, 

2003-2005 Visiting Associate Professor, Philosophy Dept, GVSU, Allendale, MI

2000-2002
Senior Ethicist, Office Supervisor, National Center for Ethics, Veterans Health 

Administration, White River Junction, VT.

2002        
Visiting Associate Professor, Norwich University, Northfield, VT

2002

Distance Learning Consultant Web-based Ethics Program, Trinity Health Care 

System, Novi, MI

2000

Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, GVSU, Allendale, MI.

1998-1999
Visiting Professor, Department of Humanities, Ferris State U, Big Rapids, MI

1996-1997
Visiting Professor Bioethics, and Director of Graduate Studies, Center for the Study of Bioethics, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI

1993-1998
Graduate Faculty, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska

1991-1993
Co-Director, Integrated Clinical Experience, UNMC College of Medicine

1990-1998
Asst Professor, Preventive & Societal Medicine, UNMC, Omaha, Nebraska

1988-1990
Instructor, Philosophy & Religion Department, Alma College, Alma, Michigan

1984-1990
Graduate Assistant, Medical Humanities Program, Philosophy Dept, MSU
Current Leadership Service
Grand Valley State University


Administrative-Professional Committee, GVSU (member)


NCA Re-Accreditation subcommittee Criterion 4, GVSU (member)
Community Service
Greater Grand Rapids End of Life Coalition (board member)
DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy (board member)
Lahey Clinic Journal Medical Ethics (editorial board member)
Education Program Administration 

Chair, Human Research Review Committee, Grand Valley State University
Director of Graduate Studies, Center for Bioethics, Medical College of Wisconsin 
Co-Director, Integrated Clinical Experience, University of Nebraska Medical School 
Health Professional Clinical Courses 

Ethical Theory Seminar



Clinical Medical Humanities

Integrated Clinical Experience 


Introduction to Clinical Medicine 

Musculo-Skeletal Medicine


Minority Health Issues 

Ethics in Pharmacy Practice


Clinical Ethics Consultation

Medical Ethics and Palliative Medicine 

Ethical Decisions in Clinical Contexts

Ethics in Health Care for Phys. Assistants 
Developing Integrated Ethics Programs

Clerkship Teaching 




Residency Teaching
Pediatrics 





Family Medicine

Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Internal Medicine clerkship
Undergraduate Courses 



Graduate Courses 
Moral Problems in Medicine 


Feminist Ethics Seminar

Knowledge and Reality



Research Ethics

Ethics and Value Theory



Philosophical Ethics 

Bioethics 





Bioethics Journal Club


Introduction to Logic



Proseminar in Bioethics

Ethics and Technology



Ethics and Integrity in Science

Justice and Health Care



Ethics in the Professions
Death and Dying

Clinical and Organizational Leadership 

Institutional Review Board, HRRC 

Bone Marrow Transplantation Service


Strategic Planning & Marketing 


Health Care Delivery & Financing Reform

Reproductive Technologies Services 

Leadership Institute

Patient Confidentiality Task Force

Dartmouth Transplantation Ethics Project

Ethics Education Task Force


College of Medicine Curriculum Committee

Clinical & Organizational Ethics Consultation (more than 300 consultations) 

UNMC, Omaha, NE
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, NE

Froedtert Mem Hosp, Milwaukee, WI 

Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI

Mecosta County General Hospital, Big Rapids, MI

Trinity /St. Mary’s Hospital, Grand Rapids, MI

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, Lebanon, N.H.

National Center for Ethics, VHA, Washington, D.C.

Writing & Editorial Experience

Medical Ethics, Journal of the Lahey Clinic, Boston MA.

2001-- 

Editorial Board member, contributing writer
National Clinic for Ethics, Veterans Health Administration, White River Junction, VT

2001 --2003
Medical Ethicist, Communications Coordinator and Office Supervisor: Managing editor of quarterly newsletter vhaethics, two web sites, multiple electronic mail instruments, National Ethics Committee Reports, respond to specific informational needs of wide variety of professional and public requesters. 

University of Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research
1992-94
Contributing editor to monthly newsletter on federal legislative health care 

reform bills.

Michigan State University, Center for Ethics & Humanities in Life Sciences
1984-89 Medical Humanities Report Managing editor, trimester newsletter. 

1984-90 Bioethics Update  Managing editor, monthly healthcare ethics news sheet. 

1984-89
Ethics In-Formation  Managing editor, bi-monthly health care ethics article 

review for Medical Ethics Resource Network of Michigan (MERN).
Publications

Book Chapters

PJ Reitemeier, H Brody, Treatment Refusal for Economic Reasons, Medical Ethics: A Guide for Health Professionals, Monagle and Thomasma (eds) Aspen Publ.  1988, Rockville, MD, pp 284-291.

PJ Reitemeier, Integrity and the Role of the Pharmacist, Ethical Dimensions of Pharmaceutical Care, AM Haddad, RA Buerki (eds), Haworth Press, Inc., 1996, pp.125-136.  Co-published simultaneously in The Journal of Pharmacy Teaching, 1996, 5(1-2): 125-136.

PJ Reitemeier, Quality and Error in Bioethics,  Margin of Error, L Zoloth, S Rubin (eds), Spring, 2000.

PJ Reitemeier, Personal Care & Randomized Clinical Trials: Understanding Ethical 
Conflicts, Clinical Drug Trials and Tribulations, AE Cato (ed), 2nd edition, Marcel Dekker 
Publ., New York, NY, 2002, 177-197.

Articles
PJ Reitemeier, The Problem of Forward Causation in Taylor’s Theory Michigan Academician, 1987, XIX(2) 


PJ Reitemeier, You Can Sometimes Refer to Things That Do Not Exist, Michigan Academician, 1988,  XXI(1)

PJ Reitemeier, Michigan’s Surrogacy Bill Faces Challenge, Ethics In-Formation, Nov. 1988, 
1(3): 1.

PJ Reitemeier, Catholic Physicians and the Duty to Dissent, Ethics In-Formation, Mar. 1989 
1(5): 1.

PJ Reitemeier, Values History Form: Documenting Advanced Directives Ethics In-Formation, Feb. 1990 2(3): 3 

PJ Reitemeier, A Quality Check on Ethics Consults? Ethics In-Formation, May, 1990 2(4&5): 
11.

ED Prentice, PJ Reitemeier, D Antonson, T Kelso, A Jameton, Bill of Rights for Research 
Subjects, IRB: A Review of Human Subjects Research, March/April, 1993.

PJ Reitemeier, Health Care Reform, Justice, and the American Way Center for Health Services Research Quarterly Report, Vol 2, Nos 1&2, 1992.  Reprinted in Nebraska League for Nursing Newsletter, 1993.

PJ Reitemeier, Ethics Concurrent Case Review Should Always Be Part of the Patient 
Record, Hospital Ethics Committee Forum, Nov., 1993

ED Prentice, PJ Reitemeier, DL Antonson, TK Kelso, A Jameton, Bill of Rights for Research 
Subjects, IRB: A Review of Human Subjects Research, Mar-Apr, 1993 15(2): 2-4.
PJ Reitemeier, Strikes by Health Professionals Encyclopedia of Bioethics, 

WT Reich (ed), 1995, Garland Publishing, pp. 2410-2412.

J Pierce, PJ Reitemeier, A Jameton, V Maclin, C DeJonge, Should Gamete Donation Between Family Members Be Restricted?  Human Reproduction, 1995, 10(6): pp. 1330-1337.

J Anderson, A Jameton, PJ Reitemeier, ED Prentice, The Case of Two Devices: Disclosure to 
Subjects Following Phase IV (“Post-Marketing”) Research, IRB: A Review of Human 
Subjects Research, May-June, 1995, 17(3): 6-9.

B Gordon, ED Prentice, PJ Reitemeier, the Use of Normal Children as Participants in Research, IRB: A Review of Human Subjects Research, May-June, 1996, 18(3):5-8.

PJ Reitemeier, Perhaps We All Be Heroes, Journal of Clinical Ethics, Winter, 1996, pp. 307-309.

PJ Reitemeier, A Derse, Retiring the Pacemaker, Case Study and Commentary,  

Hastings Center Report, January, 1997, pp. 24-25.

PJ Reitemeier, Musing on Medical Mistakes: A Four Piece Ensemble in Search of an 
Orchestra, Journal of Clinical Ethics, Winter, 1997, 8;4:353-58.

PJ Reitemeier, Proxy Authorization for Research Participation by Cognitively Challenged Subjects, Philosophy and Medicine Newsletter, Winter, 1998 American Philosophic Association.

PJ Reitemeier, Rights and Strikes in Healthcare, Cambridge Quarterly of Health Care Ethics, 2000;9;4: 443-445.

PJ Reitemeier, Collective Labor Protest Actions by Health Professionals 

Cambridge Quarterly of Health Care Ethics, 2000;9;4: 449-459.
PJ Reitemeier, Ask the Ethicist, Medical Ethics, Lahey Medical Clinic, 2009 (forthcoming) 
Book Reviews
PJ Reitemeier, The Preservation of Species by Bryan Norton, Ethics, July, 1988.

PJ Reitemeier, An Introduction to Teaching in Philosophy by J Gough ,J Butterworth, in Teaching Philosophy, Mar. 1989.

PJ Reitemeier, Complications: A Surgeon’s Notes on an Imperfect Science by A Gawande in 
Medical Ethics, Lahey Clinic and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, Lebanon, N.H. 
Fall, 2002.

Letters to the Editor
H Brody, T Tomlinson, PJ Reitemeier, Methodological Difficulties in Dying, 

American Journal of Public Health, July, 1988, 78(7): 855.

PJ Reitemeier, Medical Law, Medical Ethics, 

JAMA, March 27, 1991, 265(12): 1527

PJ Reitemeier, Creating a Code of Conduct by and for Medical Students, 

Academic Medicine, January, 1994.

Posters
PJ Reitemeier, Autonomy and Decision Making Among Organ Recipients, Dilemmas in Organ Transplantation Conference, Red Lion Inn, Omaha, NE, April, 1993 

J Susman, PJ Reitemeier, D Steele, S Boust, D Lough, The Integrated Clinical Experience, 

Association of American Medical Colleges, Chicago, IL, April, 1994.

PJ Reitemeier, Religious Affiliation, Degree of Religious Observance, & Personal Attitudes 
Toward Legalization of Assisted Suicide Among U.S. Bioethicists, 

American Society of Bioethics and Humanities, Houston, TX, November 1998

Other Publications
PJ Reitemeier, M Scott A Pareto S Pae, Nebraska Law Compendium on Health Care 1994-1995, 

PJ Reitemeier, Curricular Offerings in Medical Humanities and Behavioral Science AAMC, Central Division. 

PJ Reitemeier, An Ethics Resource.  UNMC Ethics policies & guidelines 

PJ Reitemeier, Futility and the Ethics of Resuscitation, Medical Ethics Committee 

PJ Reitemeier, Ethical Issues in Marketing Health Care Services, Strategic Planning and Marketing Committee 

PJ Reitemeier, Information for Persons Considering Donation to UNMC Tissue Bank. Guide for Patients and Families.

Journal Reviewer

Academic Medicine 




Ethics 
IRB: Ethics and Human Research, 


Journal of Clinical Ethics 
Medical Ethics, (Journal of the Lahey Clinic) 


Selected Invited Presentations
Professional Associations 

The Society for Health and Human Values 

Autonomy and Long Term Care, Pittsburgh, PA

A Learner Led Exercise in Medical Ethics for Medical Students, Chicago, IL
The Professional Integrity of Physicians, St. Louis, MO

Looking for Justice in Health Care Reform: A Ten Focal Lens, Memphis, TN
Teaching Ethics Communication Skills in Futile Care Situations, Cleveland, OH.
Ethical Issues in Genetic Screening and Counseling, Pittsburgh, PA, 
Ethics Consultation Skills: Gold Standards, Not Fool’s Gold, Chicago, IL
International Association of Bioethics, World Congress In Tokyo, Japan

Religious Affiliation, Religious Observance, and Personal Attitudes Toward Legalization of Assisted Suicide  Among U.S. Bioethicists: the 1997 Survey Study. 
Caring for the Vegetative Patient: Compassionate Opportunity, Scientific Futility, or Social Irrationing? 

Society for Bioethics Consultation
The Meaning and Contexts of Moral Integrity, Pittsburgh, PA

Professional Bioethics Summer Retreat
Conflicts of Interest, Bar Harbor, ME
American Society for Bioethics and Humanities
Religious Affiliation & Observance, and Personal Attitudes Toward Legalization of Assisted Suicide Among U.S. Bioethicists: the 1997 Survey Study, Houston, TX

Health Professional Groups

Ethical Issues in Transplantation 

Nebraska State Medical Association annual meeting, Lincoln, NE

Ethical Decisions in Dying

Nebraska State Hospice Association, Lincoln, NE

Who Decides the Medical Care When There is No Advance Directive?

Nebraska Department on Aging, Continuing Educ Ctr, Lincoln, NE

Assisted Suicide: Moral Tensions and Ethical Alternatives

Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, NE

Integrity and the Role of the Pharmacist

Ethical Dimensions of Pharmaceutical Care Conference, Omaha, NE
Euthanasia and Physician Assisted Suicide 

St. Francis Medical Center, Grand Island, NE

Bioethical Issues in Surgery

Mayo Clinic, Scottsdale, AZ

Understanding Death in a Cultural Context

Memorial Hospital, Springfield, IL

Ethical Issues in Perinatology

Nebraska Perinatal Organization Annual Conference, Kearney, NE

Professional Integrity

Veterans Administration Medical Center Milwaukee, WI

Assisted Suicide: The Moral Controversies with A Derse, MD, JD


Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother Ministry Corporation, Marshfield, WI

Ethical Issues in Managed Care, 

Mecosta County Hospital Medical Staff Meeting, Big Rapids, MI

Confidentiality and the Power to Control Information


St. Catherine’s Hospital, Kenosha, WI

How and Why Ethics is Essential to Health Care Quality


Vermont-New Hampshire Ethics Committee Network, DHMC Lebanon, N.H.

Developing Integrated Ethics Programs (multiple presentations)


VHA National Networks serving MI, IL, IN, VT, NH, ME, CT, MA

Caring for the Chronically Ill Veteran: A WRJ-VA Challenge


Veterans Affairs Medical Center-Regional Office, White River Jct., VT

Beyond Grief: Before and After the Death

Hospice Foundation National Teleconference panelist, Grand Rapids, MI

Maximizing the Appropriate Use of Exempt & Expedited Review Categories

Human Research Protection program Annual Conference, Michigan State University 
Academic Groups 

Physician Integrity, Gatekeeping and the Possibility of Compromise

University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA

The National Health Insurance Program: Its Purpose, Problems and Prospects

University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha NE

Moral Integrity and the Medical Student

American Medical Student Association Regional Meeting, Omaha, NE
Professionalism in Medical Students

Association of American Medical Colleges Group on Educational Affairs, Rochester, MN

Assessing and Enhancing Humanistic Values in Medical Students, (w/S Block, MD) 

Association of American Medical Colleges, Washington, DC

Longitudinal Integration of Humanism into the Predoctoral Curriculum (w/J Stearns, J Rodgers, D Wear) Society of Teachers of Family Medicine, Tucson, AZ.

Reading, Writing, and Role-Playing in Biomedical Ethics

Association of American Medical Colleges, Chicago, IL

Non-cognitive Elements of Professionalism

Society of Directors of Research in Medical Education, Chicago, IL

Informed Consent Issues; Human Rights to Patient Rights

17th National Third World Studies Conference, Omaha, NE

Participation in Research: An Obligation, Responsibility, Privilege or Right?  

Office for Protection of Research Rights and FDA Conference, St. Louis, MO

Current Ethical issues in Medicine: Public Perceptions & Misperceptions

American Society for Public Administration, Univ Nebraska-Omaha

Comparing Health Care Systems and Justice in 5 Developed Countries 


Creighton University College of Medicine, Omaha, NE

On the Origin and Perpetuation of Abuse of Medical Students

University of Pennsylvania, Center for Bioethics, Philadelphia, PA

Ethics, Integrity, and Residency Training (with C Greiner, MD)


American Psychiatric Association Residency Directors meeting, San Francisco, CA

The Moral Components of Professional Integrity

Medical College of Wisconsin Center for Bioethics, Milwaukee, WI

Ethical Issues in Epidemiology

Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI

Pushing and Pulling the Moral Hinges on Assisted Suicide

University of Nevada at Las Vegas Department of Philosophy, Las Vegas, Nevada.

Professional Integrity in Ethics Case Consultation

Pennsylvania State University Medical College, Medical Humanities, Hershey, PA.

Are Brain Dead Patients REALLY Dead?, 


Ferris State University, Humanities Colloquia, Big Rapids, MI.

Teaching Strategies for Ethics in the Professions


Grand Valley State University, Philosophy Department Colloquia, Allendale, MI
Philosophy and Liberal Arts Education


Grand Valley State University, Philosophy Department Colloquia, Allendale, MI

Biomedical Ethics: Science, Philosophy and Ethics Special Symposium in honor of Douglas 
Kindschi, Dean of Mathematics and Science, Grand Valley State University. Respondent 
to presentations by Allen Verhay, Ph.D. and Paul Huizenga.
Community Groups 
Ethical Issues in Nutrition and Hydration for the Terminally Ill Patient

Visiting Nurses Association Hospice Program, Omaha, NE

Physician Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia

KIOS radio (89.1FM) Community Health Line,, Omaha, NE

President Clinton’s Health Care Reform Proposal: Ethical Concerns

KFAB Radio (1110 AM), Omaha, NE

The (Inadequate) Case for Physician Assisted Suicide

First Presbyterian Church, Omaha, NE
Basic Values in The President’s Health Security Plan 

First Central Congregational Church, Omaha, NE

Advance Directives As A Moral Good

Trinity United Methodist Church, Ralston, NE

Justice and Access to Health Care Services

Mid City Optimists, Omaha, NE

Present Problems and Future Fears in Research Ethics

Donors’ Forum at the Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI

The Moral Components of  Professional Integrity


Hanover Rotary Club, Hanover, N.H.

The National Center for Ethics in the Veterans Health System


Hartford Lions Club, White River Junction, VT

The National Center for Ethics in the VHA (NHPR website)


New Hampshire Public Radio, Concord, N.H.

The Moral Complexity of Abortion Decisions


Christ Community Church, Spring Lake, MI

Ethical Issues in Stem Cell Research (*multiple presentations)

Fountain Street Church, Grand Rapids, MI


Grand Forum, Grand Valley State University, Allendale, MI


DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy, Grand Rapids, MI


Town Hall Meeting, WGVU public radio broadcast program, Grand Rapids, MI

Advance Directives: Great in Theory, Poor in Practice 


Keynote Address, Greater Grand Rapids End-of-Life Care Conference, Grand Rapids MI

Do You Have an Exit Strategy? How to write a quality Advance Directive

Rockford Community Education, Rockford, MI

Ethical Issues in End of Life Decisions


Universalist Unitarian Church, Ann Arbor, MI

Healthy Body, Health Mind: Advance Care Planning  (panelist)


WGVU-TV, Grand Rapids, MI

Except for Six, independent documentary film on end of life planning and preparation, 
sponsored by Hospice of Michigan, Detroit, MI 
Community Service

Adult leader and Eagle Scout coach, Gerald Ford Council, B.S.A.

Planning committee member, DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy
Executive officer, Greater Grand Rapids End of Life Coalition
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