
WISE Field Trip to AWRI in Muskegon, MI Aug. 22, 2007 

 

• We will meet to do a WISE 2007-2008 GROUP 
PHOTO at 12:30 in front of the living center. 

• We depart Weed and head to the bus together at 
12:45 SHARP. Don’t be late! 

The mai n things to know:  

• Bring a jacket- it can get cool on the water- if it looks rainy bring a raincoat. 
• Wear rubber soled comfortable shoes (Tennis shoes/gym shoes are recommended, not 

flip-flops). 
• Backpacks are not allowed on board (You can leave any belongings on the bus as we 

are traveling by chartered bus). 
• There will be two separate boat trips, each 1 hour long. You will be on the boat with 

members of your floor with the lower level going first.  When you are not on the research 
vessel you will be in the research institute classrooms and labs. 

 

Following the guidelines below will help insure that the cruise goes smoothly: 

1. Be prepared for any weather conditi ons.  The vessels will go out regardless of weather, 
except if conditions are severe. If Lake Michigan is too rough, other locations will be sampled. 
Your group should try to wear rubber-soled shoes on-board. A wet deck is very slippery. It can 
be colder at the lake than inland and it is usually windier as well, so encourage students to bring 
a jacket. If sensitive to the sun, students should wear a hat, long sleeve shirt, long pants, and 
bring the proper sunscreen. 

2. Limi t the items that are brought on-board. Please limit what your group brings on-board 
the vessels. Backpacks are not needed on the cruise and must be left onshore. Student cel l 
phones should not be taken on-board and adult use of cell phones is limited to emergencies. 
Also, note that there is no gum chewing allowed on the vessels. 

3. Deter mi ne special needs of the group.  Both vessels are handicapped assessable and 
have rest rooms. For those needing medication for motion sickness, take the medication at the 
proper amount of time BEFORE going on-board the vessel.  

4. Prepare your list of parti ci pants (Max. 26 people). Have a copy of your list of participants 
ready to give the instructors before your group boards the vessel. The Captain needs to know 
the exact number of students prior to departure. 

5. Safety procedures aboard the vessel . The GVSU-AWRI Outreach Education Program 
prides itself in providing safe cruises for all participants. Be sure that everyone in your group is 
aware of the importance of safety aboard the vessels by reviewing the procedures with them 
prior to their cruise (inside front cover). Especially in the event of an emergency, these 
procedures are vitally important. 

6. Supervi sion and disci pline. The aquatic science instructors are there to facilitate the 
education program. Class teachers and chaperones are expected to supervise and discipline 
students during the cruise - this is not the responsibility of GVSU-AWRI instructors, captains, or 
crew. A cruise can be terminated if your group is not under control. 


