Themes: Theme 9: Religion

Religion is one of the most fundamental and enduring human responses to life. Some see it as an illusion, an opiate, or an understandable reaction to the otherwise intolerable fact that we will die. Others see religion as the body of values, rituals, and beliefs that connect humanity to the ultimate conditions of existence. Taken together, courses in this Theme examine different religions from different critical perspectives and methods in the humanities and social sciences. The purpose of this Theme is to expose students to a rigorous interdisciplinary study of religion. 

Theme Goals

1. Students will achieve a greater understanding of religions and religious practices

2. Students will achieve a greater understanding of the different ways of studying religion. 

Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
