Themes: Theme 7: Continuity and Change in the Americas
The great forces in nature, culture, society, and history have shaped the living populations across the Western Hemisphere, from the Arctic down to the islands of Tierra Del Fuego. This theme explores the dynamics of life in the Americas punctuated over time by dramatic change brought about by natural and globalizing forces. This focus provides students with a way to explore revolutionary and evolutionary aspects of history, culture, society, and nature, and their interconnections. With this understanding, students can see their lives and histories within the panorama of other social groups in a broader context. From an interdisciplinary perspective, the theme examines such topics as geologic processes, bio-diversity and sustainability, urbanization, migration, pre-Columbian civilizations, language, literature, politics, human rights, and social movements for revolutionary change affecting the U.S., Latin America and the Caribbean. Courses in the theme prepare students to engage in informed dialogue and civic responsibility in multicultural settings. The required theme journal, portfolio, research, and practical experiences will help prepare students for a lifelong examination of the Americas. 
Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 7 – Continuity and Change in the Americas include the following content:
1. Develop a broad, liberal understanding of how continuity and change polarize, yet interact and affect, nature and society over time.
2. Gain an awareness of the effects that slow and fast changes leave in recorded natural history and have on the history and culture of social groups.
3. Discriminate between natural features and cultural attributes that the Western Hemisphere shares globally and that set it aside as a distinct, sub-global space.
4. Develop a paradigm for critical thinking about one’s future in relation to a lifelong examination of events in the Americas, including the U.S.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
