Themes: Theme 5: War and Peace

Scholars affirm that people have been making war on one another for as long as there have been people, and yet have lived together and cooperated with one another peaceably all along as well.  Economic, social, political and cultural conflicts arise continually, sometimes with tragic results.  Efforts to resolve such conflicts before they flare up in open warfare have grown increasingly important since industrialization, as the human capacity for killing one another and destroying resources needed for survival has expanded exponentially, and continues to grow.  It is impossible to open a newspaper or to watch television without seeing news about wars and efforts to end or prevent them.  The world that we live in today is a product of both war and peacemaking.  Students taking this theme should come out of it with a broader understanding of the complexities of war and peace and how these events affect their lives and world.
Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 5 – War and Peace include the following content:
1. To analyze and interpret the causes, purposes and outcomes of wars.

2. To develop an understanding of the full experience of warfare from diverse perspectives.

3. To analyze and interpret the impact of warfare on society as a whole.

4. To consider ways of preventing and ending wars, and of making and keeping peace.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
