Themes: Theme 3: Society and the Media
The mass media are more than the common currency of public and private discourse - indeed, even our internal discourse. But just as most of us rarely think about the air we breathe, so do we rarely think about the media that are our constant companion from the cradle.  On those occasions when we do, it is frequently the most simplistic of terms: the media cause violence in society, a breakdown in morality, corruption of our political system, reduction in the public attention span.  The reality, of course, is far more complex and subtle.

Mass media play a central role in developing and passing on culture, shaping attitudes and opinions, even creating the mythology by which individuals locate and identify themselves.  They are also a powerful economic force, indispensable to modern society.  This theme examines media from varying perspectives – social, psychological, political, economic, cultural and aesthetic – in order to help students develop intellectual tools to engage and critically interpret their content.  

Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 3 – Society and the Media include the following content:

1. Recognize the power of the media to affect and even create our perception of the world beyond our own experience.
2. Become aware of the social, political and economic implications of media production.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
