Themes: Theme 23: Democracy

The historical roots of democracy extend to ancient Greece, but only since the mid-eighteenth century has it become a principle embraced by the masses and capable of sparking revolution.  Moreover, what we think democracy means today in the United States often bears little resemblance to what it has meant in the past and what it currently means for other peoples around the globe.  In fact, one might argue that Americans in the twenty-first century take democracy for granted and have little clear idea of what it entails or how it has shaped their politics, educational institutions, social relations, cultural values, economic practices, and legal system.  These charges will not apply to students choosing the Democracy theme, which explores the meanings of democracy and its far-ranging and often unanticipated consequences from various points of view.  
Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 23 – Democracy include the following content:
1. To explore the various definitions and concepts of democracies.

2. To examine the role of the individual in democracies.

3. To analyze the societal institutions that embody democratic ideals, for example, legal, economic, civic, scientific, and educational institutions.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
