Themes: Theme 20: American Mosaic

The American Mosaic theme explores diversity in the U.S. A mosaic is a picture that is comprised of bits and pieces of colorful tiles – each piece contributing to the whole picture in a critical and unique way. Courses in the theme explore diversity in the United States by looking at the many different groups that make up our pluralistic nation.   

The U.S. has been a diverse society throughout its history.  In recent decades and continuing today there is heightened consciousness about gender, religion, age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and ability status.   This Theme allows students to learn about groups who are different from themselves, thereby preparing them for future experiences in the workplace and as citizens. Theme classes also explore how specific social groups have evolved over time. 

Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 20 – American Mosaic include the following content:

1. To examine the cultural, social, or economic composition of diverse groups in the United States.

2. To understand the histories, cultures, and contributions of the diverse groups which comprise U.S. culture.

3. To provide students an opportunity to compare their own experience with other groups in the United States.

4. Students will understand the unequal opportunities that different groups have experienced during U.S. history.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
