Themes: Theme 2: Changing Ideas: Changing Worlds

Throughout history, controversial ideas challenged and changed the prevailing thoughts and theories of the time, significantly altering the way humans view the world and themselves.  The courses in this thematic category will focus on the major ideas and thinkers that have caused paradigm shifts.


Courses in the "Changing Ideas: Changing Worlds" theme will have in common a focus on the following questions:  What ideas could be so powerful as to shatter all previous thought and transform our world?  Who were the thinkers who made such an impact?  What obstacles did they face along the way?  Who were the people whose worlds were changed and what impact did these ideas have?  How did these thinkers and their ideas influence the world we know now?  

Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 2 – Changing Ideas:  Changing Worlds include the following content:

1. To demonstrate that intellectual endeavor is characterized as much by challenge and conflict as by cooperation.

2. To develop an appreciation for how paradigm shifts influence how we communicate, structure our society, and view our world/universe philosophically and as a physical entity. 

3. To explore how paradigm shifts in one field reverberate across multiple disciplines and society as a whole.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
