Themes: Theme 18: Creativity: Ideas and Innovation

The central idea behind this theme is that anyone can become more creative. Because creative thinking identifies opportunities that are unbounded, even students who already exhibit creative behaviors can be energized to question assumptions, synthesize ideas and recognize the value in thinking in new ways. Courses in this theme will identify the barriers to creative behavior by studying different populations, cultures, organizations, personality types and individual thinking habits. Students will see how work and play environments can encourage creative activities and risk taking. Included in this theme are courses that introduce students to the steps in creative processes and critically examine prevailing academic theories in the study of creativity. There are many opportunities for creative activities, such as case studies, interdisciplinary projects and public performances. Courses in this theme utilize multi-disciplinary approaches that include literature, the fine and popular arts, exercises, puzzles and games which help students in finding solutions to open-ended problems. The techniques presented will produce students who are ‘thinkers’ as well as ‘learners.’

Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 18 – Creativity:  Ideas and Innovation include the following content:
1. Investigate the factors that promote and inhibit creative thought and action.

2. Illustrate the possibilities that creative methods, processes, and theories can offer.

Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
