Themes: Theme 17: Cities

The city is a bright light drawing people from the surrounding darkness; it has been a crucible upon which experiences in human history have been forged.  Urbanization is a complex process occurring over time and across space.  It always involves shifts of population – sometimes centripetal as rural people are drawn into a central city – sometimes centrifugal as the central city sprawls into a new kind of urbanism.  During the last two centuries, urbanization has usually involved a shift from employment in agriculture and in the home to factory work.  That shift has generally involved wrenching cultural transformations – moving people from traditional societies based on the farm and rooted in extended family to the continually changing mix of cultures, values, and language which they find in the cities.  A subsequent change, one we are in the middle of, involves the breakdown of central cities, at least as centers of population, and the increasing importance of relatively homogeneous scattered suburbs.
Today, post industrial transformations and globalization create new challenges and opportunities for cities.  The most dynamic cities are focused on high-technology production and services and attract both well educated and low income migrants.  Challenges for cities in the future include promoting sustainability through economic development, advancing environmental stewardship, and promoting social integration that satisfies the needs of diverse populations while reducing social exclusion.
Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 17 – Cities include the following content:

1. Students will understand the key elements of urbanization process in a global context.

2. Students will comprehend how economic forces influence and shape cities.

3. Students will understand how cities are socially and politically organized and how that organization affects the well being of urban residents.

Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
