Themes: Theme 15: Global Change: Integration and Fragmentation

The peoples and societies of the world are constantly changing, and often these changes are influenced by what is happening in other countries and in other cultures.  In the past we may have dismissed as unimportant the fact that as a nation we influence others, and that others influence us.  But, as these connections become an increasingly important aspect of our lives, we cannot afford to ignore them any longer.  In “Global Change: Integration and Fragmentation” we look at some of the different links among nations and peoples around the world.  We investigate how some influences tie societies more closely together, while others push them further apart.  We explore how these relationships affect us.

Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 15 – Global Change: Integration and Fragmentation include the following content:

1. To understand how different influences and trends shape countries and peoples around the world.

2. To analyze the dynamic tension between integration and fragmentation.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
