Themes: Theme 12: Freedom and Social Control

To most college students, few things are more important than freedom, which you may feel you have for the first time because you are now living on your own. You may rank it above even other core democratic values, like equality, with which it is sometimes at odds. Historically, freedom has meant different things in different cultures and contexts.  The aspiration of people to have freedom has been expressed, on one hand, by liberation movements and immigration patterns throughout the world on the part of persons "yearning to be free," and on the other hand by individuals and groups seeking to maximize their own freedom through exercising control over others. Our ideas about freedom and social control affect our lives in important ways by helping shape what we think to be humanly possible and desirable. This theme will help you think critically about these issues from a variety of perspectives, and to wrestle with the apparent paradox that to have freedom, one might need to relinquish some of it.

Theme Goals
All courses in Theme 12 – Freedom and Social Control include the following content:

1. Explore the historical, philosophical, biological, political, and cultural underpinnings of our ideas about freedom and/or social control.
2. Examine the ways that ideas about freedom and social control inform social practice and express or redefine human nature.
3. Wrestle with the relationships between freedom and social control, especially the apparent paradox that to have societal freedom, one might need to relinquish some of it.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
