Themes: Theme 11: Earth and Environment

This theme will examine the environment from a variety of perspectives, including personal, cultural, regional, national, and global.  Phenomena considered may vary in scale from local to global and over time scales from moments to millennia.  The purpose of the theme is to increase the students' knowledge of the importance of the environment and to produce citizens who make informed personal and political decisions about the environment. Courses are designed to enable a student to develop a critical understanding of the consequences of human interactions with the environment: for humans and other species, the natural world and the earth as a whole. Students will also examine how natural environmental factors affect, and are affected by, social and cultural life.

Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 11 – Earth and Environment include the following content:

1. Human views of and influences on the environment.

2. Environmental influences on humans, their cultures, and their endeavors.

Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
