Themes: Theme 10: Ethics

Ethics can raise our awareness of the implications of our acts, whether on ourselves, our progeny, or the biosphere as a whole.   It can increase our consciousness of the reciprocal obligations we inevitably undertake in our social roles.  Ethics can help us to engage our ideals, to recognize their value, and to act in ways that are informed by them.  It can remind us of our duties as employers and employees, professionals, citizens, people inhabiting the earth, and as one generation linked to the generations that have come before us and those that will follow.  Ethics can empower us because it can help us to see the many senses in which we are a part of a greater whole.  Ethics involves the study of moral imagination, moral judgment, and moral action.  Courses in the Ethics Theme are designed to strengthen these moral capacities.
Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 10 – Ethics include the following content:

1. To help students understand the public consequences of their acts; 

2. To help students appreciate the reciprocal obligations of their roles in society; 

3. To help students recognize the ways in which behaviors are rationalized.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
