Themes: Theme 1: Marginality and Difference

Individuals and groups, both human and animal, situated on the margins of the dominant society have often been the sources of contempt, ridicule, misunderstanding, and fear.  Courses in this theme take an intimate and scholarly look at marginalized “outsiders.”  The theme will help students understand the social structures and processes that create and maintain marginalization, analyze the responses of the marginalized, and appreciate the experience of being an outsider.  Such understanding leads one to appreciate the reciprocity between self and other, and self and society.

Theme Goals

All courses in Theme 1 – Marginality and Difference include the following content:

1. Identify and analyze the means by which a dominant culture or group creates the state of marginalization.

2. Examine and comprehend the experiences and responses of marginalized individuals and groups.
Skills Goals

All courses in a Theme use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking;

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing;

3. To think critically and creatively;

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively;

5. To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.
