Foundation: Historical Perspectives

The study of history enables societies to share memories of where they have been, what their core values are, and what decisions in the past account for present circumstances. It helps to create an informed, discriminating citizenry educated in democratic processes of governance, appreciative of their fragility and rarity, and capable of employing them productively. In addition, the study of history nurtures the individual by providing one of the keys to self-identity within the context of shared communities. Finally, history allows one to see both the differences among cultures and the universality of the human subject.

Content Goals

All courses in the Historical Perspectives category include the following content:

1. An understanding of how historical knowledge is created, including chronological thinking, a comprehension of primary sources, and historical analysis and interpretation;

2. An analysis of different cultures and ways of life, including those of the United States, or a consideration of the common problems and shared humanity among different peoples of the world;

3. An evaluation of historical understanding through the examination of various human endeavors, such as social, political, scientific/technological, economic, or philosophical/religious/aesthetic activities.

Skills Goals

All courses in a Foundation use teaching methods that help students become more proficient in the following skills:

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking or writing;

2. To think critically and creatively;

3. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively.
