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General Education Course Assessment Plan
Course: AAA 352 Black Women’s Cultures and Communities
General Education Category (check all that apply)

FOUNDATIONS

___
Arts

___
Historical Perspectives

___
Life Sciences

___
Mathematical Sciences

___
Philosophy and Literature

___
Physical Sciences

___
Social and Behavioral Sciences

CULTURES

__X_
U.S. Diversity

___
World Perspectives

THEMES
___
Theme 1: Marginality and Difference

___
Theme 2: Changing Ideas:  Changing Worlds

___
Theme 3: Society and the Media

___
Theme 4: The Human Journey

___
Theme 5: War and Peace

___
Theme 7: Continuity and Change in the Americas

_X__
Theme 8: Gender, Society, and Culture

___
Theme 9: Religion

___
Theme 10: Ethics

___
Theme 11: Earth and Environment

___
Theme 12: Freedom and Social Control

___
Theme 13: Civil and Human Rights Movements
___
Theme 14: Death and Dying 

___
Theme 15: Global Change: Integration and Fragmentation

___
Theme 16: Health, Illness, and Healing

___
Theme 17: Cities

___
Theme 18: Creativity: Ideas and Innovation

___
Theme 19: Perception

___
Theme 20: The American Mosaic

___
Theme 22: Sport and Life

___
Theme 23: Democracy

Faculty member developing/revising the CAP: Veta Tucker__________________________

Unit head name: Jack Mangala_________________ Date submitted/revised: March 3, 2008
Please complete the following for each content and skill goal:

Goal 1: To gain an understanding of the complexity of gender roles, the importance of the construction of gender in social, political and economic areas.

Objective/Outcome: To explore stereotypes that construct African American women’s identities for them

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will review historical images of African American women and outline in writing discrepancies  they discover between these images and conventional stereotypes of African American women.

Goal 2:  To examine and articulate the controversial issues concerning the biological and/or cultural bases of sex differences.

Objective/Outcome: To distinguish the particular consequences of sexism on African American women from its consequences on white American women

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will compare positions that African American women took on issues such as suffrage and lynching to the positions that white American women took on these issues.

Goal 3:  To develop an awareness of how the social construction of gender shapes men’s and women’s experiences within a society through a critical assessment of biological and/or social based models of sex and gender
Objective/Outcome: To understand the double disadvantage of racial and patriarchal discrimination on African American women

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): In an essay, students will analyze the relationship that develops between two American women of different races in the mid-1930’s and interpret the ways that these women negotiate their lack of or access to opportunities in American society at that time.

Goal 4: To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking

Objective/Outcome: To demonstrate the ability to interpret African American women’s experience of enslavement verbally

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will make a presentation to the class that demonstrates their analysis and interpretation of conflicts that occurred between an African American and a slave owning American woman during the slavery era.

Goal 5: To engage in articulate expression through effective writing

Objective/Outcome: To demonstrate clarity and organization in writing about African American women’s experiences

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will write at least one essay that elaborates their synthesis of the ways that African American women transgressed gender roles to participate in civil rights or women’s rights movement in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Goal 6: To think critically and creatively

Objective/Outcome: To imagine new possibilities for women’s emancipation

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will brainstorm and report to the class their ideas on endeavors that African American women in the 21st century might accomplish.

Goal 7: To locate, evaluate and use information effectively

Objective/Outcome: To interrogate the information presented in assigned texts

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will ask questions of the information presented in assigned texts to determine the accuracy, reliability and completeness of the information presented.

Goal 8: To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives

Objective/Outcome: To synthesize ideas from a variety of disciplines into a coherent picture of African American women’s experiences in America

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will read, discuss and write about the experiences of African American women from the perspectives of history, politics, economics, legislation, mass media and cultural and family traditions.

Goal 9.  Feature an examination of the various cultures that make up the US, highlighting both the variability and the similarity in human behavior, beliefs, customs and values

Objective/Outcome: To describe the role, status, and identity of all American women by focusing on the roles, statuses and identities constructed for and by African American women

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will discuss verbally and describe in their written assignments (when required) the boundaries that have in the past and still separate African American women from the commonly used terminology-- women.

Goal 10: Examine how identity can be affected by ethnicity/race and at least one of the following social attributes:  gender, class, abilities, age, sexual orientation, religion or common history.

Objective/Outcome:  To demonstrate understanding of the effect of race on gender.

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will discuss and detail in writing (when required)  the contradictory impulses of white American women to sometimes embrace and at other times isolate themselves from African American women.

Goal 11: Examine the historical and social consequences of US diversity

Objective/Outcome:  To determine the impact of a plurality of women (of various ethnicities) on the evolution of women’s rights in America

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.):  Students will consider in discussions and in their writing assignments how and when African American women and women of other ethnicities have cooperated to promote and achieve the same social causes.

Goal 12: Consider whether there is a US culture—a common culture that unites and subsumes all groups in the US

Objective/Outcome:  To discover the ways that institutional structures and policies shape all American women but still manage differential influence on African American women

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will discuss and incorporate into their writing assignments a clear analysis of the totalizing influence of institutional structures and policies on every class and category of American women as well as the unique impact of social structures and institutions on African American women.

Add more goals if you need to.

Please email the form to 
1.  the General Education Program at gened@gvsu.edu. 

2.  your Unit Head
The objectives and measures can be changed at any time by resubmitting this form to the Unit and the General Education Program.  The goals can NOT be changed.
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