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General Education Course Assessment Plan
Course: English 231 (cross listed as African American Studies 231)
General Education Category (check all that apply)

FOUNDATIONS

___
Arts

___
Historical Perspectives

___
Life Sciences

___
Mathematical Sciences

__X_
Philosophy and Literature

___
Physical Sciences

___
Social and Behavioral Sciences
CULTURES

___
U.S. Diversity

_X__
World Perspectives

THEMES
___
Theme 1: Marginality and Difference

___
Theme 2: Changing Ideas:  Changing Worlds

___
Theme 3: Society and the Media

___
Theme 4: The Human Journey

___
Theme 5: War and Peace

___
Theme 7: Continuity and Change in the Americas

___
Theme 8: Gender, Society, and Culture

___
Theme 9: Religion

___
Theme 10: Ethics

___
Theme 11: Earth and Environment

___
Theme 12: Freedom and Social Control

___
Theme 13: Civil and Human Rights Movements
___
Theme 14: Death and Dying 

___
Theme 15: Global Change: Integration and Fragmentation

___
Theme 16: Health, Illness, and Healing

___
Theme 17: Cities

___
Theme 18: Creativity: Ideas and Innovation

___
Theme 19: Perception

___
Theme 20: The American Mosaic

___
Theme 22: Sport and Life

___
Theme 23: Democracy

Faculty member developing/revising the CAP: Veta Tucker
Unit head name: Jill VanAntwerp ENG/Jacques Mangala AAA
Date submitted/revised: March 3, 3008______________
Please complete the following for each content and skill goal:

Goal 1: The introduction of philosophy or literature as a “way of knowing”; an examination of principles and questions that define the field and its contributions to human knowledge and civilization

Objective/Outcome: Consider and appreciate the ways that unschooled Africans speaking English as a second language composed and shaped oral folk tales in English to express their unique consciousness and memory of African traditions 

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): After listening to or reading folk tales and proverbs created by Africans in early America, students will discuss and present their perceptions of the content of American-African consciousness and the African traditions embedded in the oral tales

Goal 2:  A Consideration of the relationship between the works discussed, the cultures in which they were created, and the human concerns they illuminate

Objective/Outcome: Explain ways that autobiographies by Africans in early America represent the experiences and significance of enslavement

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will write an extended essay that interprets one enslaved author’s claims about his/her experience of enslavement, its impact upon his/her life and others in his/her community 

Goal 3: The critical analysis and interpretation of one or more primary texts as a major portion of course content
Objective/Outcome: Identify textual conventions that enslaved writers used to gain authority to publish their writing

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.):  Students will state in a short answer to an essay question the obstacles a given enslaved writer had to surmount in order to produce his/her literary text and indicate features in the text itself that may represent the ideological, social and personal challenges the enslaved author faced

Goal 4: To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking or writing

Objective/Outcome: Demonstrate the ability to write an analysis of a nineteenth-century poem written by an African American

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.):  Students will confer in groups and discuss then write a complete analysis (addressing features of form, subject, persona, voice, tone, figurative devices, and themes) of a nineteenth-century poem written by an African American 

Goal 5: To think critically and creatively

Objective/Outcome: To interrogate and deconstruct the ideologies that prevented African Americans from gaining full liberty in early America

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.):  Students will rewrite/revise a primary nineteenth-century text so that it espouses an ideology counter to the ideology in the original text

Goal 6: To locate, evaluate and use information effectively

Objective/Outcome: To consider the nature of various literary and historical genres in terms of what they might represent and what they might omit

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.)  In a class presentation and a written essay, students will supplement the information an assigned text provided with additional information from other sources.

Goal 7: Examine how culture affects people’s efforts to understand, use, and survive in their environments, and how these efforts, in turn, affect culture 

Objective/Outcome: To understand some West African cultural practices prior to and during the transatlantic slave trade.

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.): Students will read a fictional text, view a film, and read an autobiography recreating West African societies at these time periods and incorporate accurate models of West African cultural practices in their written answers on a quiz on these sources.

Goal 8: Examine within a cultural context the worldviews, language or ways of life of societies, nations, regions or peoples located outside the US.

Objective/Outcome: To enter the consciousness of 15th-18th century West Africans to imagine the ways they viewed themselves and their world

Measure (test question, paper, presentation, etc.):  Students will discuss, make presentations, and write short answers in which they will recreate or simulate the attitudes, beliefs and motivations of a person who lived in West Africa prior to or during the transatlantic slave trade.

Add more goals if you need to.

Please email the form to 
1.  the General Education Program at gened@gvsu.edu. 

2.  your Unit Head
The objectives and measures can be changed at any time by resubmitting this form to the Unit and the General Education Program.  The goals can NOT be changed.
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