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KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS GOALS, EXPLANATION, 

AND SOME POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES
SUMMARY OF WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

1.  Your courses need to achieve all the skills and content goals for your course.

2.  If the course double-dips in Foundation and Cultures, you need to achieve both sets of content goals.

FOUNDATIONS AND CULTURES SKILLS GOALS

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking .....or ......writing (you only have to assess one)

2. To think critically and creatively

3. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively

 

THEMES SKILLS GOALS

1. To engage in articulate expression through effective speaking 

2. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing

3. To think critically and creatively

4. To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively

5.  To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives

FOUNDATION, CULTURE, AND THEME CONTENT GOALS
1.  The tradition of humane inquiry that informs moral and ethical choices.

2.  See the website for the most current content goals.

OBJECTIVES THAT MIGHT WORK FOR A THE TRADITION OF HUMANE INQUIRY THAT INFORMS MORAL AND ETHICAL CHOICES CONTENT GOAL

A generally educated person is able to identify the values that shape his/her choices, assess the consequences of those choices, and understand alternate value perspectives.  This enables one to make informed choices in light of ethical, moral, and practical concerns.  


Sample objectives – “A student will be able to…….
· Identify the values that shape one’s own choices and decisions.

· Identify the ethical concerns of a given discipline issue or problem.

· Identify consequences of a decision.

· Explain alternate value perspectives.

· Make informed and principled choices regarding conflicting situations in their personal and public lives and foresee consequences of these choices.

· Identify how one’s personal values can influence discipline specific decision-making. 

· Apply ethical theory and models to ethical problems.

OBJECTIVES THAT MIGHT WORK FOR A FOUNDATIONS CONTENT GOAL
A generally educated person is able to understand a variety of disciplinary perspectives, their respective contributions to the growth of human knowledge, and the various approaches through which knowledge is generated, tested, and used.


Sample objectives – “A student will be able to…….
· Explain how each discipline creates knowledge or meaning.

· Explain the underlying principles and concepts in the arts, the humanities, the mathematical sciences, the natural sciences and the social sciences.

· Analyze evidence such as theoretical rationales, historical information, scientific observation, and social phenomena to support and illustrate ideas.
· Correctly answer questions about the basic concepts and principles in the areas of ……
OBJECTIVES THAT MIGHT WORK FOR A CULTURES CONTENT GOAL
A generally educated person is able to comprehend and respond constructively to the world's diversity, a diversity manifested not only in ideas and ways of knowing but also in populations and cultures.  As citizens of the United States, students should be familiar with our pluralistic heritage.  As citizens of the world, students should be knowledgeable about cultures and perspectives different from their own.  


Sample objectives – “A student will be able to…….
· Explain the concept and components of culture.

· Incorporate cultural differences into the analysis of an issue/problem.

· Explain perspectives from at least one culture other than your own.

· Compare and contrast the range of diversity and universality in human history, societies and ways of life.

· Analyze and understand the interconnectedness of global and local concerns.

· Relate with civility in a complex social world.

OBJECTIVES THAT MIGHT WORK FOR A SKILLS GOAL
1. To engage in articulate expression through effective writing and speaking.

A generally educated person has mastered the various forms of written and oral communication that permit full participation in a society and world dependent on the free interchange of ideas and information.  


Sample objectives – “A student will be able to…….
· Organize written and spoken thoughts into a coherent narrative free from grammatical and mechanical problems.
· Write focused papers that draw on the content and/or methodologies of several disciplines to articulate complex ideas.
· Write for different audiences, using the conventions appropriate to those audiences.
· Write papers generally free from grammatical and mechanical problems that impede communication.
· Adapt oral messages to a given situation or context.
· Identify points of view and understand the messages of others.
· Express ideas and facts to others effectively in a variety of written formats.

· Communicate orally in one-on-one and group settings.

· Demonstrate listening and persuasion techniques.
· Analyze one’s self as a communicator and identify strengths and weaknesses.

· Engage in effective interpersonal dialogue.
· Deliver oral presentations clearly, confidently, and effectively in a variety of public communication settings. 

· Speak effectively to the chosen purpose of the speaking engagement, whether it be to argue, inspire, generate emotion, or inform the listeners. 

· Present ideas concisely. 

· Use language that demonstrates sensitivity to diversity (gender, culture, ethnicity, religion, disability, etc.). 

· Use effective verbal and nonverbal delivery techniques; that is, employ language, voice, inflection, facial expression, gesture, and body language appropriate to the presentation and the audience. 

· Construct and incorporate visual aids (e.g., handouts, charts, technologies, etc.) to support ideas in presentations. 
· Anticipate listeners’ needs, analyze their responses, and adapt communications accordingly (including specific adaptations that make communication accessible for disabled members of any audience). 

· Critique the oral communications and speeches of others and summarize and evaluate their salient ideas. 

· Examine differences in communication styles. 
· Appraise the accuracy of statements. 
· Criticize bias in statements. 

· Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant statements. 

· Identify assumptions underlying an argument.

· Assess the adequacy of an argument. 

· Evaluate the consistency of the facts supporting an argument. 

2.  To think critically and creatively.  

A generally educated person is able to think logically and creatively.  Expressiveness, imagination, and originality are needed for innovation.  Innovative ideas must be subjected to critical evaluation, which involves distinguishing information, judgment, and assumption; evaluating evidence and the logic of arguments; identifying and assessing differing perspectives and assumptions; and reasoning systematically in support of arguments.


Sample objectives – “A student will be able to…….
· Identify and explain the process through which he/she decides what to believe – explain what he/she thinks and how he/she arrived at that judgment.
· Read/listen to something and distinguish the author/speaker’s major point, arguments, evidence, inference, and conclusions.

· Understand the differences between fact, belief, inference, assumption and opinion.

· Draw reasonable conclusions from presented evidence.

· Identify relevant competing points of view.
· Evaluate opinions in light of new information and facts.
· Identify the effects of motives and biases on thinking and point of view.
· Reason systematically in support of an argument with relevant reasons and examples.
· Generate new solutions.
· Produce a variety of ideas or use a variety of approaches.
· Produce ideas that challenge the status-quo, habits, common wisdom, and well-accepted paradigms.
· Analyze complex issues and make informed decisions.

· Synthesize information in order to arrive at reasoned conclusions.

· Evaluate the logic, validity and relevance of data.

· Solve challenging problems.

· Use knowledge and understanding in order to generate and explore new questions. Recognize argumentative discourse. 

· Identify whether an argument appeals to reasoning or emotion. 
· Distinguish arguments from counterfeit modes of persuasion and propaganda. 

· Identify explicitly stated premises and assumptions in an argument. 
· Identify unstated implications in an argument. 

· Recognize deductive arguments. 

· Use appropriate methods to identify valid argumentation (e.g., direct application of definitions, formal methods, and informal argument forms). 

· Use appropriate methods to identify invalid reasoning (e.g., counterexamples, informal and/or formal fallacies). 

· Determine validity of arguments and be able to distinguish when evidence provides strong support for a conclusion and when it does not. 

· Distinguish fact from judgment, belief from knowledge. 
· Apply disciplinary knowledge to problem solving situations.

· Identify external environmental factors that influence decisions (discipline specific).

3.  To locate, evaluate, and use information effectively.

A generally educated person is able to locate, gather, assess, and process information from a variety of sources, and evaluate and use that information as the basis of informed judgments and intelligent decisions.


Sample objectives – “A student will be able to…….
· Determine the nature and extent of information needed.

· Access the needed information effectively and efficiently.
· Evaluate the information and decide what is relevant and useful.
· Determine the quality and bias of a particular source.

· Use the information to answer a specific question or accomplish a specific purpose.

· Comprehend, interpret and analyze texts.

· Make efficient use of information resources and technology for personal and professional needs.

· Demonstrate knowledge and use of various databases and library reference materials.

· Apply evaluations of sources to the evaluation of soundness. 

4.  To integrate different areas of knowledge and view ideas from multiple perspectives.

A generally educated person is able to correlate and synthesize facts, basic concepts, and disparate knowledge into a coherent and meaningful whole.  Making sense of a variety of data and experiences allows one to address human concerns in a broader way than can be accomplished through any one discipline. 


Sample objectives – “A student will be able to…….
· Integrate learning from individual courses into a coherent whole.

· Apply more than one disciplinary perspective to a given question/issue/problem.

· Compare and contrast approaches to knowledge in different disciplines.

· Demonstrate the ability to modify one’s approach to an issue or problem based on the contexts and requirements of particular situations.

· Draw from multiple disciplines when analyzing discipline specific situation.
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