University Assessment Committee

Minutes from January 14th, 2008 meeting

DeVos 502C, Grand Rapids
Present: Marie McKendall, Tamara Rosier, Kevin Tutt, Scott Grissom, Craig Benjamin, Shinian Wu, Nina Namaste, Julie Guevara, Rita Kohrman, Brian Kingshott, Nancy Schoofs, Greg Green, Shari Bartz

Absent:  Cheryl Dunn, Sally Hipp (for Marty Abramson), Ed Baum, Peter Wampler, Ginger Lange

1) Introduction of Guests, if any

2) Call to order (Chair)

3) Approval of Minutes—November 19th, 2007—approved

4) Approval of Agenda (Chair)

5) Announcements—There will be a 4:40 pm ending time for all meetings and Shari is leading meetings this semester since Stephen is on sabbatical.

6) Chair Report

a) Recent accomplishments—The service self-study committee met and completed reports.  Stephen and Shari reviewed reports to be able to confirm cohesiveness and mesh tones in reports.  Stephen and Shari also met with Tamara and Julie to talk about what to do with “problematic” reports.  They decided that the departments will be asked to edit and resubmit before NCA.

b) Tasks to accomplish this semester (see chart below)

c) Tasks accomplished to date (see a above)

7) Accreditation and Assessment Report—Julie Guevara—Training on WeaveOnline will be completed by the end of February while Chalk & Wire and STEPS training is on-going.  Also, Julie and Tamara will attend a workshop in mid-March that will deal with how to use the results from the Collegiate Learning Assessment in the classroom.  They will then create one-on-one or one-on-three meetings to help faculty incorporate results and therefore make changes in their classrooms.  In addition, Tamara reminded everyone that the morning conference, Looking for the Light will be on January 25, 2008 from 8:30 until 12:30 on the Allendale campus.  It is for and given by GVSU faculty and includes many examples of practical assessment techniques.

8) Business

a) Winter 2008

i)  Critically pressing agenda items:

(1) Complete and disseminate Assessment Report reviews—since dates were changed and pushed back we will need to revise the calendar of due dates.

(2) Revise Assessment Report Form—everyone agreed that the form worked well and that no changes were necessary.  Suggestions made: that there be a model report on BB for reviewers, that there be a collection of typical/appropriate responses to be posted on BB for reviewers as well, and that a rubric be created in order to help with the norming of reviews.

(3) Self-study alignment with programs with external accreditation—much discussion ensued and it was decided that more discussion will follow.  The preliminary discussion led to the decision that the 20+ departments/programs that are undergoing both will not need to re-write a self-study, but rather will have to utilize the external accreditation documents in order to provide links.  If there is any extra information that isn’t included in the external accreditation documents an addendum will have to be added.  The GVSU self-study is for the purpose of improving majors and therefore has a different purpose which requires the GVSU self-study to be completed even if the department/program is undergoing or has recently undergone external accreditation.

ii)  Other Agenda items:

1) Discuss and approve GVSU Program self-study format for service units—moved to next meeting 

2) Address service unit representation on UAC—we will need to make a decision, vote on it, and present it to UAS in the near future.

3) Discuss developing UAC subgroups to act as faculty mentors in the development of writing assessment plans, assessment reports, and/or self-studies and basically to provide support to departments—it was suggested that we be proactive and have the subgroups contact the departments in advance, before the fall 2008 deadline and offer their help.

4) Other—Honor’s and Gen Ed asked for deferrals since they are still in the process of completing their reports.  There will be a very large group of self-study reports to be read for Fall 2008.  During the spring/summer Community and Public Service will be reviewed so as to complete the work before the new dean takes office.

b) 2007-2008 meeting dates and locations

January 14 & 28, February 25, March 10 & 24, April 7—502C DeVos

February 11 meeting will be the only one held in 303C DeVos

c) Discuss Assessment Report Review progress—all groups had turned in their reports except for group #1, who will turn them in shortly.  All the reports need to be sent to Shari via e-mail asap and first and second reader reports need to be condensed into only one single report.

d) Discuss self-study alignment for programs with external accreditation—see document that Shari will distribute via e-mail that discusses the timeline (6 years) as well as notes above in section 8-3.

	AGENDA ITEMS TO BE ADDRESSED
	Deadline
	Accomplished?

	WeaveOnline training
	Sept. 24
	YES

	Assessment report review criteria
	Oct. 8
	YES

	Review assessment reports
	Oct/Nov
	YES

	GVSU Program Self-Study
	Dec. 10
	IN PROGRESS

	Addressing service unit representation
	Jan. 28
	

	Assessment and units with external accreditation
	Mar. 24
	

	Planning for summer review of GVSU Program Self-studies
	Apr. 7
	


9) Adjournment at 4:42 pm.

