Grand Valley's Program
B.S.W. Program goals derive from the School of Social Work goals and they are consistent with the purpose and structure of professional education described in the Curriculum Policy Statement (CPS) B4.O; B5.1 and B5.2.  The overriding goal of the Bachelor of Social Work program at Grand Valley State University is to prepare students for the beginning level of social work practice. 
Specific goals are compatible with, and flow from, the mission, philosophy, and goals of Grand Valley State University and the School of Social Work. Thus, the School of Social Work's specific goals for graduates of the program are:
1. To be prepared for entry into the profession as generalist social work practitioners.
2. To demonstrate basic understanding of the common human needs of people, especially populations at risk, and the communities in which they live and/or work.
3. To identify social problems affecting people and their environments and how they influence individuals, families, small groups, organizations and communities.
4. To demonstrate increasing progress in the development of self-assessment, the professional self, and competent practice sensitive to cultural and human diversity.
5. To be committed to social change in pursuit of economic and social justice.
6. To use their social work knowledge, skills, and values to enhance the quality and delivery of social services to the individual, small group, family, organization and community.
7. To learn to utilize state-of-the-art technology effectively to enhance their own knowledge and on behalf of the client population.
8. To be prepared to enter the second professional level of social work through graduate education.
In accordance with CPS B4.0 and B5.2 the above cited eight program goals are operationalized in the program's curriculum which is organized into five sequences; to wit Human Behavior and the Social Environment, Social Welfare Policy and Services, Social Work Practice, Social Work Research, and Field Practicum. Each of the sequences builds upon the liberal arts base and has economic justice, populations-at-risk, and social research.
