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Many thanks to the Van Andel Global Trade Center for its China Link Services, in
particular, the Mandarin Chinese class for beginners. | actually took the class twice
and it proved to be invaluable in my more than twenty trips to China. Saying a few
words or phrases in Chinese helped a lot in developing my relationships overseas
and in trying to connect with the Chinese culture.

Not only did the class participants learn some basic fundamental language, but also
we were able to share experiences and develop new friends and contacts
throughout West Michigan. The material made learning Mandarin as easy as
possible for such a difficult language, and introduced the participants to the Chinese
culture. Yalin Song was a patient teacher, and we had a lot of fun during classes.

| would recommend the Mandarin class to anyone planning on traveling to China or
doing business with Chinese companies. | personally appreciate that the Van Andel
Global Trade Center offers this service, and | encourage others to take advantage
of this great resource.
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