Grand Valley State University


Academic Advising Council

Minutes from  Meeting #63
September 10, 3-5:00 pm in room 330 KEN - Pew campus

Present:
Erin Busscher, Kathleen Vanderveen, Sulari White, John Miko, Jackie Rautio, Jodi Chycinski, Elvira Rajala, Brandie Tenney, Darlene Zwart, Leijhi Koval, Diana Pace, Jessica Noble, Nancy Dausman, Jan Robinson, Teresa Beck, Jerry Montag, Leigh Brownley, Betty Schaner, Caroline Cascini, Colleen Bailey, Lisa Martin, Steven Lipnicki, Melissa Selby-Theut, Shaun Watson, Jo Ann Litton, Chick Blue, Sherril Soman (Interim Chair)

	Agenda Items
	Discussion
	Action / Decisions
	

	1. Approval of Agenda


	The agenda of September 10, 2009 was reviewed
	The agenda of September 10, 2009 was approved.
	

	2. Approval of Minutes
	The Minutes of August 11, 2009 were reviewed
	The Minutes of August 11, 2009 
were approved as amended.
	

	3. Old Business
	a)  Transfer Student Orientation and Freshman Orientation Update Sherril Soman expressed a good job and thank you to all who assisted and participated in either Transfer or Freshman Orientation.  International Orientation was also a success.  Academic Advising Council will be updated once changes are in place for Transfer Orientation.  Jodi Chycinski informed AAC that freshman are down 160 from last year, however enrollment from Community College transfer students is up.  Congrats to Jodi and her team for enrollment being up. 
b)  Curriculum Update - No update this meeting


	
	

	4. New Business
	a) MapWorks – Sherril Soman:  Planning meetings are being held daily in attempt to provide info as quickly as possible to faculty and staff.  Advisors will have access to all of their freshman and sophomore caseloads.  Response rates are typically lower for off campus students.   Expectation is student numbers will be manageable for Advisors.   There will be may be 10 students per primary person.  Several emails will be sent in the next few days.  System will go live for students on Monday September 14.  At first the data which students receive back from initial survey will be comparison type data provided by another institution which is similar to GVSU. Comparisons will be made with GVSU students when the number of GVSU respondents reaches 30%.  Initial follow up will be handled by the MAP Works team.  Advisors are not responsible for initial contact unless otherwise stated.  Sherril Soman, Joe Godwin, Chick Blue, Sue Korznek, and Jackie Rautio are the contact people for questions or concerns.  Be watching for a few emails which will cover dates and times of trainings.  Freshman are being handled by residence hall, off campus freshmen are being handled by persistence pals and special programs are handling their caseloads.  Sophomore students will be handled by faculty and professional advisors.  MAP Works will be starting off with contacting students that are high risk or red in the system.
b) Advisor Training Committee: Leijhi Koval.  Events have been planned – handout dates for Webinar and Discussions.  All Webinars are held in Allendale except for Dec 2 event.  Discussion is held 2 weeks after the webinar.  CD of webinar will be available in library 3 weeks after the webcast.  Handout of the first webinar.  Provost Davis will present to Dean’s council in hopes this information will be provided to faculty advisors.  The Committee is working on get the information out.  Members of the Advisor Training Committee are: Caroline Cascini, Jennifer McCaul, Jackie Rautio, Joyce VanBaak, Angela Caruso, John Miko, Cherilyn Denomme is support person.  Handout Academic Advising  New partnership for student success event 

c) Persistence Pals Winter Communication Plan – Chick Blue

Handout Persistence pals email calendar - Persistence Pals will be dealing with freshman who live off campus and Winter Communication Plan is not to be confused with High School Persistence Pals which deals with High School students.  This year new Transfer Students were added and additionally the information is sent to the family of persistence pals.  Pretty keen on the things being sent in the Fall semester.  The messages for Winter would be more Academic.  One suggestion was to include:  How to print a degree evaluation.  Chick requested email be sent to her with ideas.  The High School Persistence Pals are included in the email and they are not sending duplicate messages to both groups.  Every student who is a freshman or sophomore received the MAP Works brochure as did their family.  Students can revise until 9/28 on MAP Works revision will only be counted once.  The black board site is internal and is separate from the students communication.

d) Other – 

Professional development opportunities for Advisors.  Angela Caruso and Erin Busscher applied for a grant to attend National NACADA and wrote to MIACADA for grant.  If you do routinely go to conferences, One suggestion was building funds into budget proposal which affords a few staff to attend.  In turn the attendees bring back materials and provide a presentation for other staff who did not attend. Another suggestion was cutting back in other areas, and not listing these funds as professional development.  Some have paid for conference with the previous year’s budget.  Others have paid ahead on conference fee’s or hotel reservation.  This year CLAS has 2 staff who will be presenting.  Frustration was expressed that there are not professional development funds routinely available for Administrative Professionals.  There are ways of accountability:  for example sharing the information with the team.  Suggestion to sign up for list serve at Academic Impressions dealing with orientation.

Outstanding academic advising awards - Positions on the past committee which are expiring include Steve Lipnicki, Kathy Bailey and student positions.   Remaining Committee members who have both served one year are Kathleen VanderVeen and Jessica Noble.  The Committee will need to bring in three new people and a chair person.  Kathleen VanderVeen will be chair person.  Student Senate will provide the name of a student representative.  Kathleen VanderVeen will contact previous award winners to see if they are willing to serve.  Mid to late October is when the applications are due.  Thank you to Steve Lipnicki for his years of service to this Committee.

	Contact Leijhi with any hot topics for round table.
Chick asked AAC for help in communication items for Winter semester.
Sherril  would like to open conversation as to which conferences are attended and  how do are these funded? Let Sherril know  by email what the conferences are which Advisors typically go to and she will check and see what can be done.
	

	b) Announcements
	a) Diane Pace introduced and welcomed Elvira Rajala a Living Center Director.

b) Question how advisors can provide feedback to University Curriculum Committee (UCC) curriculum proposals.  The response indicated advisors can can send comments to UCC through the UCC website. If uncertain about whether topic should be sent through the website then advisors are welcome to contact Maria Cimitile directly by email.


	
	

	10. Adjournment
	
The meeting adjourned 
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