Grand Valley State University Summer Mathematics REU
2012 Application Instructions

Note:  This Word document is write-protected, other than the gray boxes on pages 2, 3, and 4 for you to fill in.

Eligibility

Undergraduate student participants supported with NSF funds in either Supplements or Sites must be citizens or permanent residents of the United States or its possessions.

An undergraduate student is a student who is enrolled in a degree program (part-time or full-time) leading to a baccalaureate or associates degree.

Students who are transferring from one institution to another may participate, even if they are not enrolled at either institution during the intervening summer.

Students who have not yet enrolled in college (such as high school graduates prior to their freshman year) and students who have already graduated from college are generally not eligible.

Instructions

1) Choose two mathematics professors to write letters of recommendations for you.  Print out and give a copy of the Directions for Letters of Recommendation to your letter writers. 
2) Fill out the application form on the next pages. E-mail it AND your transcripts (unofficial is okay) to PJ White at whitep@gvsu.edu. Please use the subject line of REU Application. 

Or you can print out a copy of the completed application form and send it along with a printed copy of your transcripts (unofficial is okay) to:


Prof. William Dickinson
REU Program

Department of Mathematics

A-2-178 MAK

GVSU

Allendale, MI  49401-9403

A complete application consists of a copy of your transcripts, a completed application form and two letters of recommendations.

Note: In order to receive full consideration, your complete application (including letters of recommendation) must be received by February 24, 2012. 
Grand Valley State University Summer Mathematics REU

2012 Application Form
Personal Information

First Name:
     

Middle Initial:  
Last Name:      
Address Line 1:       
Address Line 2:       
City:       


State:     

 ZIP:  
e-mail address:       
Telephone:       
Gender:  FORMDROPDOWN 
  (used for housing assignment) 

How did you hear about the GVSU mathematics REU (for example, the NSF Web site, a 

flyer, one of your professors, etc.):       
To help with our selection process, please indicate which of the following organizations and/or experiences you are currently involved with or have been involved with in the past.  Check all that apply.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Collegiate-level mathematics competitions


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Emerging Scholars


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 HBCU-UP


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 McNair Scholars

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member or officer in a student club


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National Alliance for Doctoral Studies in Mathematics

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Previous research with faculty (not part of an REU)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Previous REU

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public speaking and/or presentation experience


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SACNAS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member of a national professional organization or honors society

          (for example, MAA, AMS, AWM, NAM, Pi Mu Epsilon)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Study abroad


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 TRIO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tutoring other students in mathematics


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Upward Bound

If there are other experiences that you would us to know about, please include these in your application essay.


Eligibility Requirements

Are you a citizen or permanent resident of the United States or its possessions?  FORMDROPDOWN 

Enter your grade in Calculus I (or equivalent): 
Enter your grade in Calculus II (or equivalent):      
Enter your grade in first semester (or equivalent) Linear Algebra:      
School Information

School Name:      
Dates of Your Spring Break:       To       
Overall Grade Point Average  (out of 4):     
Math Grade Point Average (out of 4):        

Expected Date of Graduation:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Project Selection

By applying to this REU you are indicating that you are interested in at least two of the projects. Each student in the REU works with one other student and one faculty member on one project.

Please select the project you are most interested in:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Please list one or more other projects that you would be willing to work on (if you are not selected for your first choice):      
In addition to the eligibility requirement above, there are desirable experiences, specific to each project, that each mentor would like their students to have. (See the faculty member’s web site.)  As long as you are interested in a project, you can still apply to a project even if you don’t have the desirable experiences. Below we ask you to briefly describe how your background fits with the desired experiences. For example you might write: “I did well in my Euclidean geometry class,” or “I did well in my basic computer programming class,” or “Even though I haven’t had a computer programming class, computer programming is a hobby of mine.”
For the project you are most interested in, please explain in one or two sentences how your background fits with the desired experiences:      
For each of your indicated other (secondary) projects you listed above, please explain in one or two sentences how your background fits with the desired experiences:      
References

List the names, schools and email addresses of two college mathematics professors who will write letters of reference for you: 

Reference 1:       


School:       
Email:        

Reference 2:       


School:       
Email:        
Essay

An essay is required as part of your application.  You may include your essay on this form by entering text in the gray box below (which will expand as you write), or you may attach it as a separate document.  If necessary, your essay can also be sent to us by U.S. Mail.

Your essay should be 1000 words or less and include responses to each of the following:

· Describe two experiences that have prepared you to participate in this program.

· Describe why are you interested in participating in a mathematics REU program, and specifically the GVSU REU. 

· Describe your favorite mathematical result, and explain why it is your favorite.

     
