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The best assessments are learning experiences for 







students as well as opportunities for us to see what 







they’ve learned.







(Suskie, p. 168)
Assessing Student Learning Through Reflective Practices: Evidence from "Can do" Statements

Comprehensive assessment programs incorporate direct and indirect evidence of student learning. One example of indirect evidence, in the form of “Can do” statements, enables students to reflect upon their learning and self-assess the knowledge and skills they have attained throughout the course. This presentation will examine the development and implementation of “Can do” statements and the subsequent enhancements to student-faculty communication.
An overview

1. Evidence of student learning

a. direct evidence focuses on learning outcomes

b. indirect evidence focuses on the processes involved in learning

2. 
Meaningful language learning

a. Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE) Can Do Project


http://www.alte.org/can_do/alte_cando.pdf


b. European Language Portfolio Self-assessment Grid


http://www.coe.int/T/DG4/Portfolio/?L=E&M=/documents_intro/Self-



assessment-grid.html


c. Illinois State Board of Education Language Proficiency Handbook


http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/lang_pro.pdf

e. Spanish 335 – Introduction to Linguistics Can Do Survey
3. 
Implementation of the surveys

a. as review for midterm and final exams


b. next step: match student self-assessment to test results

4. 
Implications for teaching and assessment


a. a more comprehensive perspective on the teaching-learning process


b. increased motivation and awareness of the learning process on the part of the learner

5. Additional resources

Fink, L.D. (2003). Creating Significant Learning Experiences: An Integrated Approach to Designing 

College Courses. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
Suskie, L. (2004). Assessing Student Learning: a common sense guide. Bolton, MA: Anker Publishing 
Co.

