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GVSU has received its first Interim Institutional Report from the Council for Aid to Education.  This Report provides information about the performance of GVSU freshmen on the baseline Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA) instrument.

GVSU is participating in the CLA project as one of 117 “longitudinal" schools, including 110 four year institutions across the nation.  All of these schools tested a group of freshmen entering their institutions in Fall 2005 using a standardized instrument that included a Performance Task and an Analytic Writing Task.  They will also each test randomly sampled seniors in Spring 2006 to gather comparative data.

Our Interim Institutional Report includes aggregated information about the scores of the 309 GVSU freshmen who completed the CLA measure this fall and had an SAT score (or an ACT score which was translated into an SAT score by the Council). One of the protocols of the project is that GVSU will never receive the disaggregated scores of individual students; however, our participating students have each received information about how they performed on this measure.

According to two separate analyses, the cohort of GVSU students scored exactly as would be expected (or predicted) given their SAT scores.

The Report also provides the mean scores for freshmen at GVSU and all schools in the sample, but the Council cautions that these values should not be used for comparative purposes because of differences in the sampling strategies used to select student participants by participating institutions.   Keeping this caution in mind, the report shows that  GVSU's freshmen CLA participants had higher average SAT scores (GVSU  mean=1112; All schools' mean=1068); higher total CLA scores (GVSU mean=1115; All  schools' mean=1086); and, higher scores of on two of the four sub components of  the CLA measure.  Note, however, that GVSU freshmen scores on the sub components were not significantly above or below the average.   
Over the next four years, the project will focus on tracking and analyzing changes -- which we expect to be improvements -- in sub-component and total CLA scores over the course of these 309 students' pursuit of an undergraduate degree at GVSU. I am pleased that our institution was able to secure the participation of such a large freshman cohort, which will help ensure that we have an adequate number of students to measure again for comparison purposes as they prepare to graduate in 2009.

The administration of the CLA to our 2006 graduating senior sample was completed in mid February 2006.  GVSU has 94 seniors who volunteered to be a part of this cohort.

