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	W-09-02
	Sponsored By:
	Senator Selesky, Vice President Cross, Senator Duso, Senator VanDyken, Senator K. Alsoofy

	Introduced On:
	January 15th, 2009

	Voted On:
	January 22nd, 2009

	Result:
	Passes

	Vote Count:
	Passes Unanimously


	A RESOLUTION TO:
	Recommend GVSU administration to comprehensively review the current general education requirement of “themes.”



Whereas,
All GVSU students are required to complete a “theme” in order to satisfy graduation requirements, consuming nine non-elective credit hours and an average of $3,280 per student,

Considering,
There has been no effort on the part of the university administration to evaluate themes as a whole since their creation in 2000,
Realizing,
There is significant evidence to suggest that while themes are designed as part of a liberal education to bring together students from diverse majors and programs; many themes have disproportionate numbers of students from specific majors and programs,

Recognizing, A fundamental purpose of the theme program is to mandate that students gain perspectives in fields other than their major, yet students have an incentive to complete themes that include classes they are already forced to take as part of their majors, creating a general education system that does not require the same standards of liberal education for all students,

Realizing,
Themes can create “time to graduate” issues for transfer students and nontraditional students,
Whereas,
GVSU faculty governance currently has several standing committees for the purpose of constantly evaluating programs, courses, and other curricular issues, yet no such university committee exists to focus fairly on such an important issue as themes,
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Realizing,
GVSU students receive no formal recognition or mention for completing their theme on their official university transcript, unlike other requirements needed to graduate,
Whereas,
All GVSU students deserve a concerted effort on the part of the university to ensure that all credits they are required to pay for to graduate are worthwhile and valuable in the context of the university’s mission,
Recognizing,
No such effort exists or has existed at GVSU in the context of the entire program of themes,
Resolved,
That the Grand Valley State University Student Senate recommends that GVSU administration make an immediate and comprehensive effort to review the current program of themes as a whole,
Resolved,
That GVSU Student Senate urges that GVSU include student representation and opinion in making this effort,
Resolved,
That GVSU Student Senate calls on GVSU to swiftly make appropriate and necessary reforms or changes to the current system if evidence is found suggesting themes are not functioning as efficiently and valuably as possible.
� For example, out of 300 total students taking PHI 325 from Summer 2006 to Winter 2008, 162 were philosophy majors and minors taking the class for the “Ethics” theme.


� Out of 176 total students taking SW 300 from Summer 2006 to Winter 2008, 77 were part of the Social Work program, which requires students to take the class for major completion. The class satisfied part of the “American Mosaic” theme, as well.





