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General Assembly

Thursday, December 4th, 2008 – 5:15 pm

Case Room 148- Niemeyer Honors Building

Chair:  Autumn W. Trombka

Parliamentarian:  Natalie M. Bush


I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 5:27 pm

II. Moment of Silence

a. Pledge of Allegiance

b. Roll Call

i. Abraham, Alsoofy, K., Alsoofy S., Bush E., Bush N., Chacon, Cleary, Commee, Conley, Crosby, Cross, Daniels, Davies, Duso, Graham, Haroon, Hilbrand, Kissane, Krombeen, LaRue, Levy, Martus, Mines, Pacini, Palekar, Pokriefka, Reeve, Rodriguez, Ryder, Scott, Selesky, Stinar, Stoll, Terrell, Tierney, Trombka, VanDyken, Way, Wilk, Workman, Zeiter, Zimmer

ii. Tardy- Agius, Anderson

iii. Absent- Fawaz, Johns

III. Guest Speaker – Eboni Brown

IV. Five (5) Minutes to Pass Papers

V. Public Comment 

VI. Chair’s Report

a. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

i. President Trombka congratulated and awarded Senator Selesky the MVP AWARD due to his work as the chair on his subcommittee.

ii. President Trombka also announced there was a tie between two first year senators for the MOST PROMISING SENATOR AWARD; Senator LaRue and Senator Reeve. Congratulations!

iii. President Trombka ended her report by announcing that VP Scott is now officially a senator.

VII. Executive Vice President’s Report

a. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from November 6th and 13th-APPROVED

b. VP Bush announced President's Ball shopping will take place the week after finals, and the P-Ball posters are now up. President's Ball will cost 30$ for dinner and the dance, or 20$ if you buy tickets at the door. 

c. VP Bush also announced the Distinguished Individual of the Year Award will take place next year.

VIII. Officer Reports

a. Senate Resources

i. VP Hilbrand announced senators should email any ideas they may have for the winter Senate retreat. All senators need to fill out the evaluations, and turn them in today!

ii. Next week office hours will be optional, but you should go in if you can. 

b. Finance

i. VP Krombeen's report is in her committee report

c. Campus Affairs

i. Everyone on the committee has projects, and the CAC is doing great.

d. Educational Affairs

i. VP Cross's report is in her committee report

e. Intercultural Affairs

i. VP Davies announced the committee is working with diversity groups, and they are working on a tutoring program for minority groups at Union high school.

f. Political Affairs

i. VP Anderson's report is in her committee report

g. Public Relations

i. VP Terrel's report is in his committee report

IX. Public Comment Part II - 6 p.m.

X. Old Business 

XI. New Business

a. MOTION TO APPOINT Branden Stewart to the Finance Committee-APPOINTED

b. MOTION TO APPOINT Heather Harvey to the Senate Resources Committee-APPOINTED

c. MOTION TO APPROVE a Reserve Request from Eyes Wide Open in the amount of $12,097

i. A representative of Eyes Wide Open explained to Senate that Rock against Rape has been a GVSU tradition since 2004. Attendance for the event has varied between 500-1000 students, and the event provides free music, live entertainment from multiple bands, and sexual assault and domestic violence awareness. This years goal is to reach an attendance of 1500 students

ii. VP Hilbrand asked how much money was requested last year for this event. Eyes Wide Open announced that last year they went to appropriations asking for 15,000$, but last year they received 12, 314$.

iii. VP Terrell motioned to cut line 7019 to 0$ on the grounds that it was not necessary to have multiple bus advertisements.

(1) VP Davies announced he did not believe this was a smart move. Bus advertisements will be huge publicity for the event.

(2) Sen. Tierney announced he did not support this because a recent survey showed the buses were a good idea for publicity. Vote- FAILED

iv. VP Anderson asked how much was left in fund, and VP Krombeen announced at this time there is no money available. 

v. Sen. VanDyken asked the rep. what is going on with the bands, and it was announced that the community was consulted for the selection process and contracts will be handed out once the request is approved. It was suggested that the bands be asked if they would consider playing for free for the cause.

vi. VP Terrell and Sen. Vandyken suggested co-sponsorship in order to get money from outside sources.

vii. VP Terrell motioned to cut line 7022(food service) to 0$

(1) VP Davies announced he was in support of this motion because the food at the event has never been that good. 

(2) Sen. Pacini announced this was a bad idea because free food is what drives most college students to events.

(3) Sen. Crosby called this motion to question, and it passed. Vote-PASSED. Request now stands at 10,997$

viii. VP Krombeen called the request to question, and it passed. Vote- PASSED. Eyes Wide Open will receive 10,9997$

d. MOTION TO APPROVE a Reserve Request from Spotlight Productions in the amount of $24,000

i. A representative from Spotlight announced they already have the field house reserved March 18 for the Spring Concert. General admission will be 15$ per student, and all money made will go back to student life. A survey was given to the students and it was found that the most popular type of music is pop/ punk/ alternate rock so Hello Goodbye is the proposed band for this year. In the past, American Idol- Josh Gracin has performed for the students. This is a great event for the students!!

ii. VP Hilbrand announced this event is amazing for students, and he thinks it is a great idea!

iii. Sen. Crosby brought to senates attention that the student life fund will get approximately 10,000$ back by the next academic year. 

iv. The request was then called to question, and it passed. Vote-PASSED. Spotlight will receive 24,000$

e. MOTION TO APPROVE a Reserve Request from Black Student Union in the amount of $11,750

i. A representative announced this is a campus wide event that always meets capacity, and this year three comedians will be performing. 

ii. VP Davies announced he is in full support of this event; the only concern is that the event is on the same day as Presidents Ball, however; the representative ensured senate this would be no problem what-so-ever. 

iii. The request was called to question, and it passed. Vote- Passed. Black Student Union would receive 11,750$.

iv. SHORT RECESS: the meeting will start back up at 7:05pm

f. OPEN NOMINATIONS AND VOTE for the Vice President of Campus Affairs

i. Senators Riley, Pacini, and Way all respectably declined their VP nomination; leaving the nominations for VP of the CAC between senators LaRue, Crosby, and Duso. Each senator would be allowed one five(5) minute speech, and the maximum number of questions allowed is ten (10) with a maximum response time of two(2) minutes for each senator. 

(1) Senator Daniels asked each of the senators to explain their leadership experiences.

(a) Sen. LaRue explained he did not have a ton of experience because this is his 1st semester of Senate, but he is confident in his abilities.

(b) Sen. Crosby announced he is the President of SAM, lead an E-Board, Student Legacy chair, and had leadership experience in high school.

(c) Sen. Duso announced he was an Eagle Scout and led 55 boys for one week, and had leadership experience from high school.

(2) Senator Levi asked what each senator's “thorn” was?

(a) Sen. Crosby admitted last year he took on too many projects, but knows now that can't be done.

(b) Sen. Duso admitted he over-extends himself.

(c) Sen. LaRue admitted he sometimes gets things done too quickly, and he needs to be more thorough. 

(3) Senator Scott asked the Sen. LaRue to elaborate his leadership qualities, Sen. Crosby to name projects he's worked on, and Sen. Duso to explain what he thinks campus issues are?

(a) Sen. LaRue explained he is outgoing, welcoming, and he has been guiding Piloris with Recycling Mania.

(b) Sen. Crosby has worked on SAM, getting out the vote, relationship with Allendale, and Party Rights

(c) Sen. Duso announced that our growing campus means growing problems; campus security telephones would be good and lights on the roads.

ii. After several more thoughtful questions, the vote came down to senator Crosby and senator LaRue. Finally, after a long voting process, senator Crosby was appointed Vice President of Campus Affairs. CONGRATULATIONS!!

g. MOTION TO APPROVE the Campus Life Board restructuring

i. Sen. Workman asked if someone could serve on two boards, and it was announced that that situation would be considered and it could probably happen.

ii. Sen. Duso called to question, and it passed. Vote- PASSED.

h. MOTION TO APPROVE the 2009-2010 Annual Budgets

i. VP Hilbrand motioned to take out Athletic entry fees and move to reserve account. Called to question. Vote- PASSED

i. MOTION TO VOTE on the 2009 Battle of the Valleys charity

i. After disclosed voting, Senate came to the conclusion that KIDS FOOD BASKET would be the charity for Battle of the Valleys. 

XII. Public Comment – Part III

XIII. Announcements

XIV. Adjournment 
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