(ED 321) Content Area Literacy
Syllabus of Record
Catalog Description: This course will help secondary pre-service teachers learn strategies, theory, and research that support literacy in all disciplines. Students will engage in class discussions, prepare demonstrations, and in other ways explore effective methods for helping their students read, write, listen, speak, view, and represent in meaningful ways. 
Three credits.
Unit Mission, Philosophy, Values: 

Our Mission:

“Teaching, Leading and Learning in a Democratic Society”

The College of Education prepares candidates who enhance the individual growth of their students while working to establish policies and practices that promote the principles of democratic education.  The College articulates this mission as Teaching, Leading, and Learning in a Democratic Society.

Philosophy:

Student Potential, Ethical Implications

Believing that schools function as social and political entities as well as for the growth of individuals, the College of Education prepares teachers and leaders

a) to enhance the academic and personal potential of their students 

b) to evaluate the social and ethical implications of educational policies and practices.

Values:

“Expertise, Equity, Liberal Education, Social Responsibility”

The College of Education values expertise to guide our practice, equity to guide our interactions, liberal education to guide our perspectives, and social responsibility to guide our commitment to democratic education.  We value these ideals in our preparation of candidates, our development of faculty, and our relationships with the larger community we serve.

Unit and Program Standards:

Unit Standards:  a) State of Michigan; b) National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). 

Initial Program Standards and Outcomes:  INTASC Standard 4: The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage students' development of critical thinking, problem solving and performance skills.
Course Standards and Assessments:
Course Standards:

a) Michigan Standards for Reading Professionals; 

Common Assessment:  Literacy Lesson 

Major Topics:
· Lesson design

· Schema theory

· Research and theory on reading

· Visual literacy

· Technology and literacy

· Assessments

· Writing to learn

· Representing to learn

Other Information if Relevant

This course is designed to help pre-service teachers understand the complexities of literacy in the content areas and to equip them with theory and research that will help them make meaningful decisions regarding the nature of literacy events in their classrooms. The course will set out a theoretical framework upon which students can build strategies that will help prepare them for the multilingual, multicultural, and multilevel classrooms they will encounter during their student assistantship semester, student teaching, and their professional careers. 
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