(ED 200) Introduction to Education 
Syllabus of Record

Catalog Description:  Designed to acquaint students with the education profession.  General knowledge of public schools and the historical, sociological, multicultural, philosophical, financial, and legal foundations of American education.  This course will foster personal reflection, inquiry, and values clarification. Classroom observations required. Prerequisite:  Freshman year, second semester. Three credits. Formerly ED 300.
Unit Mission, Philosophy, Values: 

Our Mission:

“Teaching, Leading and Learning in a Democratic Society”

The College of Education prepares candidates who enhance the individual growth of their students while working to establish policies and practices that promote the principles of democratic education.  The College articulates this mission as Teaching, Leading, and Learning in a Democratic Society.

Philosophy:

Student Potential, Ethical Implications

Believing that schools function as social and political entities as well as for the growth of individuals, the College of Education prepares teachers and leaders

a) to enhance the academic and personal potential of their students 

b) to evaluate the social and ethical implications of educational policies and practices.

Values:

“Expertise, Equity, Liberal Education, Social Responsibility”

The College of Education values expertise to guide our practice, equity to guide our interactions, liberal education to guide our perspectives, and social responsibility to guide our commitment to democratic education.  We value these ideals in our preparation of candidates, our development of faculty, and our relationships with the larger community we serve.
Unit and Program Standards:

Unit Standards:  a) State of Michigan; b) National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). 

Initial Program Standards:  a) INTASC Standards, Principle #7, The teacher plans instruction based upon knowledge of subject matter, students, the community, and curriculum goals; b) Council for the Social Foundations of Education (CSFE) Principle #2, The educator understands and can apply normative perspectives on education and schooling. 

Course Standards and Assessments:  

For Lesson Plan and Presentation:

INTASC #7.K.2:
The teacher knows how to take contextual considerations (instructional materials, individual student interests, needs, and aptitudes, and community resources) into account in planning instruction that creates an effective bridge between curriculum goals and students' experiences.
INTASC #7.P.1
The teacher selects and creates learning experiences that are appropriate for curriculum goals, relevant to learners, and based upon principles of effective instruction.

INTASC #7.P.2: 
The teacher plans for learning opportunities that recognize and address variation in learning styles and performance modes. 

INTASC #7.P.3: 
The teacher creates lessons and activities that operate at multiple levels to meet the developmental and individual needs of diverse learners and help each progress. 

For Philosophy of Education Paper:

CSFE #2.1:
Understands and employs value orientations and ethical perspectives and theories in analyzing and interpreting educational ideas, practices, and events.
CSFE #2.2:
Can recognize the inevitable presence of normative influences in educational thought and practice.
CSFE #2.4:
Can assist the examination and development of democratic values that are based on critical study and reflection.
CSFE #2.5:
Has developed habits of examining the normative and ethical assumptions of schooling practice and educational ideas.
Common Assessments:  Lesson Plan; Philosophy of Education paper
Major Topics:
· Operational definition of teaching

· Distinguish between schooling and education

· Student rights and responsibilities

· Court decisions in a variety of areas

· Influence of culture to the school

· Issues of diversity in schools

· Major legislative efforts in education

· Historical significance in American schools

· Philosophy of Education

· Curriculum 

· Variety of instructional practices

· Instructional objectives and goals for lesson plans

· Practices in motivation, retention, higher level thinking skills, and transfer of learning

Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods will include lecture, large group discussion, small group discussion, field observations, individual and group presentations.  In addition, class simulations, videos, and internet resources will be utilized.
Course Requirements:

Lesson plan and presentation allows students to demonstrate their initial understanding of lesson plan construction, and gives them the opportunity to present a lesson in front of a class, as well as observe their classmates’ teaching.
An observation and interview with a teacher gives the students an opportunity to investigate teaching practice from the teacher’s perspective and gain an understanding of the complexity of the teaching profession. 

Philosophy of education position paper allows students to demonstrate their understanding of educational philosophy through an organized presentation of their position, and analysis and reflection on the implications of this educational philosophy.
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