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“It has always seemed strange to me that in our endless discussions about edu-

cation so little stress is laid on the pleasure of becoming an educated person, 

the enormous interest it adds to life. To be able to be caught up into the world 

of thought -- that is to be educated.” Edith Hamilton 

Beaver Island Lighthouse School 
By: Ken Roehling, 2007 GVSU Sec. Ed. Graduate 

The story of how Adam and I ended up working with the Beaver Is-

land Lighthouse School program is one that spans many years. To 

begin with I think the two of us give perfect examples of how the 

University Center is designed to be used. I transferred into Grand 

Valley State University after having received an associates degree 

from Oakland Community College. I selected the secondary educa-

tion program with a major in social studies and a minor in psychology. 

These were programs that were available through the Traverse City 

location. I managed to complete my education degree in three years and without ever having to 

leave Traverse City. Adam came to his education degree from a different path. He arrived at 

Grand Valley with a Bachelors degree in history. He went to the University Center in order to 

complete the program to receive his teaching certification. He also completed his program en-

tirely through the University Center. He is now certified to teach English 

and social studies at the secondary level. 

 

I met Adam in my very first class I attended at Grand Valley and 

we talked but a friendship never developed. I encountered him through-

out my time in school and eventually we both reached our final year 

together. At this point we were in every class together. We soon dis-

covered that we shared many similarities. We had both experienced a 

great many adventures prior to our finding the field of education and we 

shared similar philosophies about education. A friendship formed and we 

started hanging out a little bit outside of class. As we continued with our 

student teaching assignments we soon found that we shared similar opin-

ions classroom management and teaching techniques. As we went 

deeper into our assignments it became clear that we both shared the same frustrations when it 

came to the structure of education in most schools today. We found that on many occasions it 

appeared that the schools no longer understood what their original objective was (the students 

becoming educated) and were overly concerned about the administration and political influences 

of the education process. As these frustrations seemed to grow we often joked that since we 

shared educational philosophies maybe we should just go and start our own school on one of the 

Virgin Islands. This joke continued throughout our final year in the education program. Every time 

we encountered a frustration we would simply mention the school we were going to start.   

Continued on page 5 

Candice Whiting 

(Lib studies stu-

dent) is the win-

ner of the  

Name the Newsletter Con-
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“Grand Valley‟s Northern 

News” 

Great Job Candice! 

Grand Valley’s Northern News 

GVSU Non-

Traditional Student 

Celebration 

 
October 6th & 7th—Lower 

Level of UC 

3:00-8:30 PM 

Food, Information, and 

Demos. 

 

All GVSU Students are 

Welcome 

GVSU Mission Statement 
GVSU educates students to shape their lives, their professions, and their 

societies. 

The university contributes to the enrichment of society through excellent 

teaching, active scholarship, and public service. 

Adam & Ken 

Next newsletter submission deadline is: 11/27/07.  Newsletter available online from TC GVSU website. 
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The little wind turbine outside the University Center building was installed by Bill Queen, program coordinator for Extended Educational Services and 

director of Northwestern Michigan College‟s Energy Demonstration Center. 

“I‟ve always been interested in alternative energy,” Queen says.  He had grown up during the 1970s energy crisis, and he is especially intrigued by energy 

from the sun and the wind. 

The main purpose of the Energy Demonstration Center, in particular the wind turbine and the solar array, he says, is to raise awareness of the alterna-
tives to coal, oil, and other current sources.  “They‟re also designed to help understand the potentials here in Northern Michigan,” he says, “and then also 

to establish and train a work force that is capable of installing, servicing and maintaining” these alternatives. 

He appreciated that I thought the windmill was cute when I asked what it does—its appearance is apparently both a benefit and a barrier.  “Some people 
really enjoy the looks of them, and others think they are a big eyesore,” says Queen.  He says that the turbine itself generates power to an electric grid on 
a “residential scale,” which means, according to Queen, that “it can run a small farm, a house, 

or a small business.”  It not only provides power for this facility, he says, but also with 

data to operate and work on the system. 

The turbine produces about 8 Kilowatt- hours of electricity a day on a 60 foot guide 

tower.  “If we doubled the height of that tower, we would triple production,” Queen 

says. 

The installation had been completed in De- cember of 2006.  The tower and turbine were 

purchased from a manufacturing company in Oklahoma, and the generator was sold in pieces 
that were to be assembled—they had a good set of instructions for putting it together.  The 
team also had to pour out concrete founda- tions and bolt the tower to them.  The tower is 

specifically a “tilt-up tower”—through the use of a swing arm at the base, the tower can 
pivot down, coming to rest on a bar so that the blades don‟t hit the ground, and then the 
generator can be worked on.  Then, it can come back up through the use of a fulcrum arm, 
and then it is secured with four guy wires to keep it standing up straight. 

The tailfin on the windmill turns it towards the wind, and it needs at least seven mile an 
hour wind to generate power.  Once it‟s spinning fast enough, then it will produce elec-
tricity.  A wind turbine can produce its top rating of ten Kilowatt-hours in 26 mile/hour 

winds, and on average, our turbine gets 10 mile/hour winds. 

When I asked Mr. Queen what was done with the power that the wind turbine accumu-
lates, he said the power goes into the elec- tric grid, and then is sold to the Traverse City 

Light and Power company, which then sells it right back to the University Center!  The sys-
tem for this turbine is called a grid- connected system—other turbines may use a 
battery charging system to store accumu- lated energy in a battery for later use.  He later 
explains that the power that this grid-connected system generates is metered at the base.  “There is a meter, just like the meter that‟s on your house,” he 

says, “that measures the amount of electricity that flows into your house.  In this case, it‟s measuring the electricity flowing out of the generator, and for 
that, we get credited every Kilowatt-hour that we generate, and right there at that meter.  Then, it is credited toward the bill, and actually goes to reduce 

the bill for all the electricity in this building.” 

I then asked what people could learn from observing the wind turbine.  “There‟s a couple things that are really important that it does,” Queen says.  “One 
is that it raises awareness of where we get our power and how we get our, in this case, electrical power… so, what fuels do we need to use to generate 
electricity, where does it come from, why is it important to conserve our power?  The next level would be that it helps us to understand wind is a re-

source, not just the fact that we all know we can produce power from wind, but what are the benefits, what are the challenges and barriers to getting 

power from the wind as opposed to conventional sources?” 

I then asked if they had any further plans concerning the windmill.  Queen said that they would be doing workforce training with it.  When the programs 

were up and going, they would be training electricians, code officials, and the general public about wind power, and they would use the turbine in technical 

analysis, repairs, maintenance, troubleshooting, etc.  This involved a lot of hands-on study and training. 

Other energy sources are studied at the Demonstration Center, including in particular solar power.  This is divided into solar electric and solar thermal.  

“Those are very important alternatives as well,” says Queen, “because they are renewable in nature.  The sun always comes out every day, just hides a 
little bit behind the clouds… and how do we tap into the sun, how can we use that on a regular basis and how effective is it as a source are the questions 

we are addressing at the demonstration center.”  Two other projects involve geothermal heat and biodiesel fuel. 

Queen hopes that when the University Center partners see that wind tower, “if they have expertise from the main campuses, they can bring those up and 
work with us as well, to expand our knowledge.”  This is another key point they are hoping for, since Grand Valley has access to the MAREC center, and 
all the other partners, such as Lawrence Tech and Ferris State, have some level of energy program, and “there‟s all kinds of opportunities to tap into the 

bigger universities, and it can help us to learn,” he says. 

A Spin on the Wind Turbine 
By: Emily Baker, GVSU Lib. Studies Student 

8k Turbine at UC 

Photo Credit: Alicia Cosgrove 
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GVSU Students attend BIONEERS Conference. 

Doom and Gloom? No Way! 
By: Jackie Abeyta, GVSU Lib. Studies Student 

 

Attending the 6th annual Bioneers Conference in Traverse City with my son was the perfect way to spend a sunny Saturday afternoon.   

Lately, the news has been filled with stories of desperation and sadness.  I wanted to take my son to a place that offers and demonstrates 

hope.  This is exactly what the Bioneers conference did for us.   

 

We spent the afternoon listening to Peter McCreedy, director of Ecology Education at Chatfield School in Lapeer, MI.   Peter has been successful in im-
plementing curriculums that focus on ecology education, living history, the domestic arts and cooperative group learning.  Not only are many of these 

ideas hands on, they give the children a sense of ownership in the classroom.   

 

My son, Christian watched with wide eyes as a “horno” or Mexican oven was constructed out of sand, clay and straw. He was amazed to see pictures of 
kids his age cooking pizza‟s in these ovens using ingredients they grew from their school garden.  As we left the workshop we noticed a tent under the 

large pine trees on NMC‟s campus, it was filled with branches, twigs, leaves, and pine needles.  What‟s that?  We wondered.   As we walk closer we no-

tice a small sign that says please build a home for the Gnomes and Fairies.   

 

As we grabbed materials walking hand in hand we discovered a perfect spot to build our “Gnome home.”  Together we created a tiny structure perfect 
for any gnome family.  After lunch, Christian wanted to see if our home was still standing, in his amazement  not only was our home standing but we now 
had neighbors, lots and lots of neighbors, in that short time a community had been built.  What a beautiful display of creativity, imagination and hope for 

our children.  If you build it, they really do come. To learn more about Peter McCreedy and his success in Lapeer, MI please visit 

http://www.chatfieldschool.org/theWillows/ 

 

Thanks to Jackie and Christian for going to this years Bioneers conference.  They were two of many, GVSU students 

& family members who attended.  We appreciate the Bioneers extending scholarships to our students. 

For more information about Great Lakes Bioneers, visit: www.glbconference.org 

Featured Sponsor at Bioneers 

By: Therese Kaufman, GVSU Lib. Studies Student 

 

For my Lib 400 class, Visionary Thinkers- E.F. Schumacher, we needed to interview a business that did not do 

“business as usual” but was unique as far as being green or sustainable. I chose to interview Gail Robinson, one of 

the owners of Moon Works, a local, cottage type business that manufactures and sells laundry soap.  

 

The soap is made near Lake Leelanau, in a small workshop, with the first part of the process being performed in 

Gail‟s dining room while looking out at her beautiful woods. The ingredients are mostly purchased locally, and 

sold locally as well, which sounds like a win-win situation.  

 

The benefits of Moon Works laundry soap are that it has all natural ingredients resulting in a soap that is biodegradable, hypoallergenic, low suds, 

rinses with no residue and is super concentrated so that a normal wash requires only 2 Tablespoons. 

 

Moon Works is available at Tom‟s, Oleson‟s, Hansen Foods in Suttons Bay, and other places around the area and across the state. It is also avail-

able in bulk at Oryana and other area co-ops. For those who would rather, it is also sold online at www.moonworks.org.  

 

Thanks to Gail for a great interview and also for being one of the sponsors of the Great Lakes BIONEERS Conference.  

 

http://www.moonworks.org/
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―Don’t Be Afraid to Giggle‖ –Jonathon Kozol 
By: Alicia Cosgrove, GVSU Lib. Studies Student 

 

 A large crowd of students, faculty, press, and members of the community waited in an-

ticipation Tuesday, October 16th to hear the words of Jonathon Kozol, a distinguished author, edu-
cator, and advocate for equality in education.  The conference room was filled to the brim, with 
people standing after the seats were full.  As Mr. Kozol was being introduced, I sat watching this 

man with Mr. Roger‟s style sneakers on, an old black suit, and a stack full of papers with scribbled 
on notes.  The 71 year old took the stage with ease, starting his lecture off in a child‟s voice joking 

about being put in time-out by kindergarteners during his latest trip to an inner city classroom. 

 This was Mr. Kozol‟s first lecture in the midst of his twenty-five city book tour to pro-
mote his latest book, “Letters to a Young Teacher”.  Although he has a much accredited list of 

books on his record, he claims this is the first time he‟s ever written an upbeat piece.  “I wrote it to give hope to teachers, especially those teaching in the 

lower class, mostly black schools.” 

 Public school teachers have restrictions placed on what they can and can‟t teach, how much time should be spent on a given subject, and what 
rules and scripts should be used during each moment of the school day.  Mr. Kozol claims that these issues cause the teacher to loose not only hope, but 
their creativity, passion, and the “…mystical chemistry of love and trust…” between the teacher and the student.  He speaks from the heart about the 

problems with the government and the regulations that make school‟s faculty members live in fear for their jobs.  The best part of his lecture, though, was 
when he spoke out about being attacked by the media and members of the government.  How much pain it causes him, but he‟s not afraid to trudge on 

because the cause he‟s fighting for is worth it.  He then leaves his audience with these words: 

“I didn’t grow up prepared for this…” 

“I’m too old to bite my tongue…” 

“…the pain is worth it…” 

“…until the day I die…” 

“Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?” 
By: Traci Joseph, GVSU Lib. Studies Student 

“They used to tell me I was building a dream, and so I followed the mob,  

When there was earth to plow, or guns to bear, I was always there right on 

the job.  

They used to tell me I was building a dream, with peace and glory ahead,  

Why should I be standing in line, just waiting for bread?”  (Lyrics by Yip 

Harburg, 1931, Emphasis added.) 

 
As our inaugural project, the Liberal Studies student organization, also known as TC LIBS, will be having a food drive with all proceeds going to the Father 
Fred Foundation.  You will notice boxes conspicuously placed around the University Center for your convenience.  Father Fred accepts all non-perishable 

food items.   

Some interesting facts for you to consider: 

The Foundation focuses on individuals and families that are currently not able to receive assistance through the state or federal agencies. 

The food pantry serves 45-55 families per day. 

The Foundation serves 200-300 families and individuals a week.  This includes assistance with medicine, utilities, and clothing. 

The Foundation is a non-profit, non-denominational organization that “serves those of any or no faith,” and the Foundation‟s board is just as 

diverse. 

 (www.fatherfredfoundation.com) 
With your donation you will be assisting families who cannot otherwise receive help.  If every student (and staff member!) at the Traverse City Campus 
gave only 5 cans of food, we could make a significant impact on the lives of our neighbors.  During this time of reflection and thankfulness for the blessings 

in our lives, let‟s extend our thankfulness to those who need it most. 

Speaker Series:  With each project TC LIBS will host a brown bag lunch with a speaker from the recipient organization.  The speaker will discuss vari-

ous aspects of the organization and its place in the community.  The event is open to all students and the community. 

Our speaker from the Father Fred Foundation will be Martie Manty, Executive Director of the Father Fred Foundation.  Father Thome, who took over for 
Father Fred after his death, will also be attending. The lunch-time meeting will be November 12, 2007, 12:00 to 1:00 PM.  Please refer to the room assign-

ments at the reception desk for the room number. 

Please join us for a great learning experience! 

Jonathan Kozol 

Brown Bag Lunch with 

Martie Manty from the Father 

Fred Foundation 

November 12, 2007 

12:00-1:00 PM 

University Center 

http://www.fatherfredfoundation.com/
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By Kristin Smeltzer, GVSU Lib. Studies Student 

On Tuesday, September 28th, 2007 Grand Valley State University students and faculty 

were invited to attend a lecture given by Dr. Sophie Freud, granddaughter of the famous 
Sigmund Freud.  GVSU University Center Liberal Studies Director, Gilda Povolo 

accompanied students: Noah Creamer, Heidi Robinson, and Kristin Smeltzer to the event 

where they met with UC/GVSU recent graduate Lindsey Mueller to listen to Dr. Freud. 

 

Dr. Freud held her audience‟s attention as she spoke about her life in the shadow of her famous family, their 
flight from Nazi Germany and the threat of the Holocaust, and her career path as a social worker and 

educator. 

 

She concluded her lecture by reading letters from various members of her family, including her grandfather.  

When she had concluded the formal part of her lecture she responded to 

questions posed by the audience.  She had copies of her new book, Living 

in the Shadow of the Freud Family for sale after the lecture.   

 

Following the question and answer period she was available to all in 
attendance for photos and to autograph the purchased copies of her 

book. 

Following the photo/autograph session the UC/GVSU students and their 

Liberal Studies director were invited to attend the luncheon in Dr. Freud‟s honor.  The lecture and the 

luncheon were sponsored by: the Liberal Studies Department, Women and Gender Studies Program, 
Women‟s Center, and the Barbara H. Padnos International Center.  This was a LIB 100 Co-Curricular Event 

under the auspices of Milt Ford. 

Lindsey & Kristin 

Dr. Sophie Freud 

Beaver Island Lighthouse School 

Continued from front page 

 

Starting our own school on one of the Virgin Islands was just a dream but working for a school 

on an island turned into a reality. Shortly before graduation I was hired as the Education Specialist in 

charge of operations with the Beaver Island Lighthouse School. This allows me to be involved in the de-

cisions that guide the education process at this residential alternative school. During this time Adam and 

I continued to hang out together. I would share my experiences with the school and my role in the aca-

demic programming as well as the summer work program. All of this time I felt that this would be a per-

fect setting for a person with Adam‟s experiences and dedication to the betterment of at risk youth. I 
wanted to suggest that maybe he should apply for a position on the teaching staff if one comes available. 

I also did not want to push him into something that he may not want. About a week passed and I told 

him of available teaching positions and he asked me how he would go about applying for one of the posi-

tions. He eventually got a position with the school and this how we came to be working at a school on 

an island in which we both play a critical role in the education of alternative education students. When 

people ask me about the challenges of working with the students we have on the island I simply say “It‟s 

what I do and I can‟t see myself doing anything else.” 

 

Living in the Shadow of the Freud Family  
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November 2007 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 NTS Celebra-

tion 3-8:30 PM 

7 NTS Celebra-

tion 3-8:30 PM 
8 9 10 Shop your 

communityñTC 
Downtown 

11 12 WRT 305 

Bag LunchñTC 
Libs.  Pg. 4 

13 14 15 16 EES Muse 

Conference 

(231) 995-1700 

17 

18 Opera House 

Poets Night Out 

19 NMC 

Registration 
20 21 Thanksgiving recess 

No Classes 

22Thanksgiving recess 

No Classes 

23Thanksgiving recess 

No Classes 

24 

25 26 27 Newsletter 

deadline 
28 29 30  

A Course in Global Citizenship  
By Mariana Mueller, Lib. Studies Student 
 
During the spring and summer sessions, Jen Arguda and I drove down to Grand Rapids every Monday for LIB380/LAS380: A Course in Global Citizenship, 

instructed by Melissa Baker-Boosamra and Dawn Heartwell. 

 

(Global Citizenship was a twelve week course: five weeks prior to the trip, two weeks traveling, followed by five weeks to prepare and present a service 
learning project.)  For five weeks our class read, listened to speakers, watched videos, and discussed the history of Guatemala and its people.  In class, we 
discussed issues like solidarity, sustainability, and social change:  concepts that were foggy until after our sixteen day trip in Guatemala.  Before long, the 

five weeks of preparation were over; it was time to use what we had learned through participation. 

 

 I cannot lie:  hanging out in Guatemala for sixteen days with people you hardly know is not an easy feat.  In fact, hanging out in Guatemala is not 

easy or comfortable period:  Guatemala is a third world country that is still picking up the pieces after a thirty-five year civil war and after multiple hurri-
canes ravaged the county.  As we learned, the United States played a major role in terrorizing the country.  The United States stole land from the Guate-
malans, appointed a president "they wanted" as well as ordered troops to carryout missions of genocide in many small villages throughout the country.  

Today, though a peace treaty was signed in 1996, little change has occurred in the country.  The people are still fearful and the power of the country re-

sides in the hands of a few, elite men. 

 

 As we saw when we stepped off the plane in Guatemala City, many different groups come from all over (the United States, Canada, and 

Europe) to help the people of Guatemala.  We met dozens of church groups from the U.S. 

prepared to do "mission work" while in Guatemala.  Our class, on the other hand, was looking to learn from the people of Guatemala what we could do 

back in the U.S. to promote solidarity (working together) and sustainability (maintenance/conserving a balance/living simply so that others may simply live) 
for the Guatemalans.  Over the course of the trip, we visited Guatemalan based organizations and U.S. based organizations committed to helping the peo-
ple on various levels.  We did a lot of listening to the spokespeople of the organizations, tell us about their mission and their efforts.  We also did a lot of 
reflecting over what we had learned and what we were thinking about our daily experiences.  Before long, a group of twelve strangers became extremely 

close.  Each experience we shared together strengthened our bond.  By the end of the trip, we joked that we were a family.  But I'd say we were more 
than just family because our commitment to each other was greater than the ties of lineage--we had a commitment to one another and to the friends we 

made in Guatemala, to work together and share what we experienced during our travels. 

Continued on page 8 
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Faculty Focus—Vicki Kamps 

I am the Graduate Studies in Education Coordinator for the northern campus(es). I advise, schedule, teach 

and hire/train adjuncts to serve the needs of students pursuing master degrees in Early Childhood (with a 

ZA endorsement), Early Childhood Developmental Delay (ECDD approval), and Elementary Education. I 

also supervise/teach students seeking the CI (Cognitive Impairment) endorsement as well as the Elementary 

endorsement. 

 

My journey into the field of education is pretty interesting. My son (who is now 28 years old), was in a very difficult first  grade classroom setting. I 

found myself volunteering for the classroom every day. The school district hired me as a parapro the next year. One of the teachers commented 

that she felt I really had a passion for teaching and that I should consider going back to school to pursue my certification.  I did. I enrolled in the 

GVSU Elementary Education program and earned my BS in Group Social Sciences in 1993. After teaching in several districts on-and-off while 

raising my son, I decided I needed to pursue my master‟s degree. Once again, I enrolled in the GVSU program and earned my M.ED in Early 

Childhood education in 2001. I began teaching for GVSU in Grand Rapids while continuing to teach for the public schools in West MI. This is my 

fifth year as a full time faculty for GVSU. 

 

In my spare time (?) I love to walk, ride my bike and travel. I have been to Europe 3 times, all over the U.S., Mexico, the Caribbean, Canada and 

to Hawaii twice. I have my sights set on Iceland or horseback riding in Tuscany next summer. 

 

Aside from my son, I am blessed with a wonderful daughter-in-law and an 8 month-old grandson. I also have many extended family members who 

are an integral part of my life. My 97 year-young Grandma still calls me once a week to remind me that I haven‟t called her lately. 

 

This semester, I am teaching 2 sections of Curriculum Development for Early Childhood, supervising 14 practicum students and guiding a couple 

of thesis students with their projects. Each class is rewarding in its own right as the students demonstrate the competencies they have acquired 

both as practitioners and master-level students. The school districts that they serve are fortunate to reap the benefits of the research and skills 

they acquire both in our classroom sessions and through the collaborative efforts of their learning opportunities in their own classrooms. 

 

Aside from being a mom, grandma and college instructor, I also help coordinate the volunteer literacy program „Don‟t Forget the Kids‟. We are 

proud to entering into the 5th year of providing literacy materials to 200 area families. This initiative is truly a labor of love that involves hundreds 

of area youth, GVSU staff and students as well as other concerned community citizens.   

Donõt Forget the Kidsõ Literacy Project (See Susan at NTS on Nov. 6th,7th for handout and sample literacy bag.) 

News From Social Work 

Cultural Competency 

By: Jen Strange, GVSU MSW Student 

 

 

On Monday, October 15th, four female residents of Dakoske Hall 
addressed a Cultural Competency class, taught by Professor Connie 
Shands-Baab to GVSU MSW Cohort 11 students.  The guest speakers 
voluntarily contacted Professor Shands-Baab after viewing a flyer requesting 

substance abusing woman involved in the criminal justice system speak in 
her class.  Cohort 10 student, Jennifer Strange, was instrumental in 
coordinating this event and also presented about this type of clientele from 

a case management perspective.  Each guest speaker relayed her personal 
story in-depth, citing what both helped and hindered each of one of them in 
their process of recovery.  Students inquired about what they could do as 
future social workers to aid clients with similar circumstances.  Both 

students and speakers engaged in high quality interaction over a two and a 
half hour time period.  This was an incredible learning experience for both 

the students as well as the guest speakers. 

Cross Cultural Training 

By: GVSU Prof. Jane Hayes, LMSW 

 

Social work MSW students Laura Garvock, Niki Dunwiddie, Melissa Moe, 
and Professor Jane Hayes attended a “Cross-Cultural Training for Non-

Native Service Providers” sponsored by the Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians at the Grand Traverse Resort on 
September 25, 2007.  The training was funded by the Rural Domestic 

Violence and Child Victimization Program Grant. 

Laura Garvock works with the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa in their domestic violence prevention program and organized 

the training along with other community members.  The training included 
Tribal Elder, George Bennett, who introduced and presented the award 
winning Sundance Film, “The Canary Effect.”  Mary Ybarra presented on 
Native American Women and historical trauma.  Sharon Wasageshik 

provided a cultural teaching on the Healing Star Quilt.  Carrie Leaureaux 
introduced participants to the Anishinaabek Language.  Workshop 
attendees were treated to a delicious Native Cuisine Buffet Lunch.  The 

closing ceremony included a cultural teaching, closing prayers and the 

Medicine Lodge Singers. 
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Students & Faculty on the Move 

 
¶ Candice Whiting, Lib. Studies Student, met Supreme Court Justice Betty Weaver at the luncheon of the Women‟s History 

Project of NW Michigan, October 27th.  Candice intends to attend law school.  For details: www.justiceweaver.com 

¶ Sulfide Mining Event (9-28-07)—Noah Creamer, Lib. Studies Student, who operates Social Explorations co-sponsored this 

event.  Video available online at: www.socialexplorations.org  

¶ Susan Odgers, Lib. Studies Faculty/Student Services—Friends of Michigan Libraries.  Key Note Speaker for seminar.  More 

information available at: http://www.chelseastandard.com/stories/101107/loc_20071011004.shtml 

¶ Sandra Carden, Lib. Studies Student—Poets Night Out—Selected as finalist.  11-18-07 Traverse City Opera House. 

¶ Professor Misty Sheehan (NMC Philosophy and GVSU Lib. 100) and Susan Odgers (GVSU Lib. Studies/student services & 

NMC Psychology) attended NMC faculty day, including the book Read of The Long White Night of Chicken’s by Francisco Gold-

man. 

¶ New course being offered:  LAS 475—Latinos in West Michigan.  Prof. Connie Friedrich. Mondays 3:00 PM, Winter 2008—

part of the American Mosaic Theme.  Contact Gilda Povolo, Lib. Studies Distance Coordinator at (231) 995-1878 

¶ Volunteer Opportunity—Women‟s History Project.  Variety of opportunities, call Nancy Doughty at (231) 933-4801 

¶ GVSU Read—sign-up for a free copy of The Glass Castle.  Contact Susan Odgers. (231) 995-1808 

 

A Course in Global Citizenship...Continued from page 6 

 
 On July first we came home and before we were able to unpack, we were already planning grand schemes as to how we could carryout our 
responsibility to the Guatemalan people.  We asked each organization we met with, "what can we do back home to help you here?"  Each organization 

requested that we share their stories; that we tell our friends and family what is going on in Guatemala and about their organization.  By word of mouth, 
we could inform others--sharing information would make a difference.  I was skeptical of this at first but I trusted my classmates and followed suit.  I com-
mitted myself to make a documentary to share my travels and experiences with those interested.  I figured this was the best way I could capture the in-

tensity of my trip; a video could be a means of telling a large amount of people about the many organizations we visited and committed ourselves to. 

 My documentary was to be shown at a fiesta we planned for August eighth at the Wealthy Theater in downtown Grand Rapids.  Organizing the 
event was a lot of work but we all carried out our tasks and threw it all together on that hot Wednesday night.  Our event generated a big crowd as well 

as a great amount of dollars we could send to two non-profit organizations we fell in love with in Guatemala City (FAMDEGUA and MNDH). 

 Needless to say, all of us were pleasantly surprised by one another's work and by the crowd that came to support our event.  That night, we demon-

strated that when committed people work together, great things occur. 

 Now that time has passed since our fiesta and trip I have developed a great sensitivity to the overall experience of my course in global citizen-
ship.  While on the trip, I was desperate to come home:  I was emotionally exhausted because each and everyday my heart broke for the people we met 
and spoke with on our travels.  Amazingly, my classmates held me together and reminded me of my purpose for being there and my commitment I had to 
carryout when I returned home.  I learned how difficult and how essential service is.  Now that I know this, I have a newfound purpose in my life and 

studies:  I want to promote social change through community service and through education but at as I learned this summer, I cannot do it alone.  How-

ever, getting people to become involved is not always easy; people have to become moved to become involved. 

However, I learned from a Guatemalan friend that when you have a grand idea you must tell everyone you know.  By telling people of your grand idea 

people will help out, they will give you ideas on how to carryout your dreams. 

 I was asked to write an article on my trip to Guatemala but as this piece is coming to an end, I realize my article was more on solidarity and 
community service than my travels.  I hope I haven't disappointed my readers, instead I hope I have inspired you to think more about solidarity and com-

munity service.  How can you help your community?  How can you work together with others to make our community, our nation, our or world a better 
place?  Remember, grand ideas need to be shared and teamwork is a powerful force.  Change doesn't need to occur in Guatemala, in fact, I think change 
should be happening right here, in our little community.  I hope my article has been intriguing:  I hope that you are inspired to carryout the responsibility 
we all have--we all must give to those who have less than ourselves.  As I experienced, giving is living--it is a way to break your heart wide open so that 

you can feel more (love, happiness, etc).  Giving is a way of making life more worthwhile for yourself and for those you touch.  If we don't start trying to 
enact positive change…well I don't even want to mention what will happen.  Chew on this--service learning really enhances one's educational experience.  
The lessons I learned this summer were reinforced and made clear through my acts of service.  Is there a way you could enrich your educational career by 

doing community service?  I think so. 
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& Information 

 

 

Corrections 

 

Last issue: Education advisor Dan Skurski email address should have read skur-

skid@gvsu.edu 

From the GVSU Traverse City Office 
 

¶ Thanksgiving Recess November 21-25 No Classes 

¶ November 12th WRT 305 Exam 

¶ If you are planning on graduating in the spring of 2008, please contact Sue Wierzbicki at (231) 995-1732 ASAP 

¶ Remember if you need your student ID, go to Suite 101, 9:00-5:00 (G Number) 

¶ Online Hot Topics for Educators October 29 thru December 7, 07 (www.gvsu.edu/hottopics) (888) 922-1785. 

2nd Annual MPAS Advocacy Essay Contest 
 

First Prize  $300.00 

Second Prize  $200.00 

Third Prize  $100.00 

MPAS is looking for REAL stories about how people with disabilities have successfully advocated for themselves or others who have disabilities.  

In 500 words or less… 

 

Deadline: December 28, 2007 

Submit to: 

MPAS Essay Contest 

4095 Legacy Parkway, Suite 500 

Lansing, MI  48911-4263 

Attention Educators  

& Social Workers 

Grand Valley‟s Northern News 

 

Grand Valley State University 

2200 Dendrinos Drive 

Suite 15 

Traverse City, MI  49686 

(231) 995-1808 or odgerss@gvsu.edu 

Student Service Coordinator 

 

      Susan Odgers is the new TC GVSU Student Services 

Coordinator.  She is responsible for helping students be more successful 
inside and out of the classroom.  She is available to students and faculty 
with regard to Grand Valley‟s Northern Newsletter, supporting student 

organizations and activities, tutoring services, the GVSU „READ” and 
coordinating services for TC students with the GVSU Allendale campus.  
She is available by phone at 231-995-1808 , email odgerss@gvsu.edu and 

in-person by appointment at the UC.  

                                                                                                          

Did you Know?  SUPPORT OUR UNDERGRAD ED STUDENTS 

      If you see any of our undergrad education students in the UC halls, give 
them an empathetic smile.  These students are in the last two semesters of 

their program….they will graduate as teachers during the 2008 Spring com-
mencement ceremony.  For the Fall 2007 semester, they are taking 15 
credits of course work and assisting a teacher in the classroom for half of 
each day.  During the winter semester 2008, they will be registered for 12 

credits and be student teaching for a full school day Monday-Friday.  Of 
course, this is on top of their responsibilities as parents, partners and em-
ployees at other places of employment.  They also have to maintain great 

grades.  And of course, there‟s the expense of 27 GVSU credits.  Talk 
about pressure!!!  The last two semesters of teacher assisting and student 

teaching help them be very well-prepared to teach.  GO ED STUDNTS!!!! 


