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GVSU Mission Statement 

GVSU educates students to shape their lives, their professions, and their societies. 

The university contributes to the enrichment of society through excellent teaching, 

 

 

 

"The beginning is always today."    

Mary Shelley, English Novelist 

GVSU Liberal  Studies DVD         

       Shown At TC City  
      Commission Meeting 

 
At the July 28, 2008  study session of the TC 

City Commission, the Liberal Studies stu-
dent dvd ―We Have A Choice, We Have A 

Responsibility‖ regarding the plastic bag 

project was shown in its entirety.  This dvd 

was a project in Kate Fairman‘s Motivating 

Environmental  Behavior class.  Area citizens 

are asking the city of Traverse City to pass 
an ordinance banning the sale of new plastic 

bags.  Look for further action on this project 

at the Northern Michigan Environmental 

Action Coalition( NMEAC) website.  Stu-

dents are welcome to continue their partici-
pation in this sustainability effort.  

http://www.nmeac.org 

Congratulations to all of our 

graduates and their families!!!  
COMMENCEMENT SPRING 2008 

 

WELCOME  BACK TO ALL OF OUR GVSU STUDENTS ,STAFF AND FACULTY              

http://www.nmeac.org
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Parade 

By Noah Creamer, 2008 Liberal Studies Graduate 

 

My journey at GVSU started two years ago and is coming to an end this winter.  It has been an experience 

of a lifetime and I am sad to be leaving.  I have applied to CMU‘s Master in Sociology program and will 
hopefully be starting this winter.  It has been my goal and passion to be an instructor in sociology at the 
college or university level.  The University Center has offered me opportunities that have prepared me for 

the next part of my journey.  For the last two semesters I have been a teaching assistant for Professor 
Susan Odgers at NMC in her Psychology class.  This fall will be my third and final teaching assistant internship.  This experience is 
invaluable to me and offers me a chance at learning how to be an instructor.  It has been an amazing, interesting journey with many 

twists and turns.  Learning how to work with students, setting boundaries, and realizing how much work goes into a class behind 
the scenes has been an eye opener.     Also this Fall 2008,  I will be presenting  at the BIONEERS conference, October 17th—
10:15 am, on a student panel in regards to creating multimedia presentations.  I encourage all of my GVSU classmates to attend the 

BIONEERS conference (free to students).  There‘s something for everyone.  www.glbconference.org  Oct.17-19, 2008. 

As some of you know, I am an avid photographer.  During the latter part of the winter semester I was hired by Richard Martinez, 
blues musician, to design his latest CD cover art and photograph the band.  I was flown to Dallas, Texas and spent three days pho-

tographing and working with Martinez.  His CD release can be found at www.renownsound.net.  It was the first time I had ever 
worked with professional models and the entire experience was wonderful.  I worked with four of the Dallas Maverick cheerlead-
ers and they are featured as part of the cover art.  From a sociological perspective, it offered me an insight into another compo-

nent of society.  The skills I‘ve honed in the Liberal Studies program serve me well….personally and professionally. 

One of the greatest assets that I have found at GVSU is the faculty!  I cannot encourage students enough to network and use the 
resources of the faculty.  This summer, I was in Social Research Methods, taught by Prof. Joe Verschaeve.  This is a required 

course for the Liberal Studies Bachelor of Science students.  Professor Verschaeve‘s connections at CMU and other institutions, 

have helped me in regards to applying to graduate school.  He inspired me and gave me great ―post-bachelor‖ direction.   

If I were to give one piece of advice to any new student, it is don't be afraid to ask for help from your professors.  They are here 

to help you achieve your goals, and from what I have found ,they truly want you to succeed.   

 

     GVSU faculty, staff , students and their families 

walked in the 2008 Cherry Royal Parade July 12 

during the annual National Cherry Festival.  

GVSU‘s  Louie the Laker mascot was joined by 

Batman and Robin.  A great time was had by all!  

Participants especially enjoyed greeting GVSU 

alumni and their families in the huge Traverse 

City crowd.   A big thank you to Master of Education Coordinator, Vicki Kamps, for all of her 

assistance in helping create a great event!   Our hope is to have an even bigger presence next 

year….join us! 

An Experience 

http://www.renownsound.net/


Page 3 Grand Valley’s Northern News 

Michigan Film Incentive 

 

 

 

 

 

                GVSU ‗s Continuing Education division co-sponsored a conference July 21 

and 22, 2008 at Black Starr Farms in Sutons Bay, Michigan regarding the film industry 

in Michigan and the new Michigan Film Incentive.  Attendees learned about the fol-

lowing topics:     

Working with the Film and Commercial Production Industry 

• What productions can and can’t do for your community 

• How to work with the Michigan Film Office 

• How film locations are chosen 

• How to work with location scouts 

• What to include in local filming guidelines 

• How to develop a photo location package                                                         

• Local success stories and pitfalls to avoid                                      For further information, contact GVSU Cont inuing Education www.gvsu.edu/learn 

By: Marcelo Betti, Liberal Studies Graduate 2008 

           

 A few weeks ago I signed up to be an AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer for the next year. I will be working in 

conjunction with the MSU Extension Benzie Chapter to start a 4-H Community Garden project in Benzie County. I am 
obviously very excited, as signing up symbolized the end of a grueling, yet healthy job-seeking (and growing!) process.   

           Compared to securing a "real" job after college, making it to graduation was a piece of cake. Perhaps a bigger 
challenge to Liberal Studies majors than to graduates of other more specific programs (e.g. Accounting), finding suitable work after graduation 

requires an even greater deal of networking, motivation, creativity, and even a little bit of luck. My personal goal was to find a job that was both 
meaningful and creative. While I knew the end result would probably be low-paying (which was indeed the case), I will be eligible for health bene-

fits and receive an Education Award as an end-of-service bonus -- not to mention gaining the experience of managing a nonprofit program!  
            How will this be meaningful instead of another daily grind kind of a job? Put simply, AmeriCorps' mission is to eradicate poverty, and as 

a VISTA (Volunteers In Service To America) volunteer, I will be doing my part in helping that cause. As grateful as I am for learning how to cook 
after working in restaurants for over half of a decade, being a VISTA volunteer fits the bill better. 

           As I envision it, the 4-H Grow Benzie! after-school & summer project will offer young people the opportunity to learn a new, greatly 
useful set of skills by incorporating children and youth participants in all phases of the gardening process, from planning the garden to either eat-

ing the freshly harvested foods or selling their share of the produce. The program will emphasize responsible decision-making, hands-on outdoor 
activities, and youth entrepreneurship. Most importantly, it will teach young people the importance of their choices, community networking, and 

humbleness – after all, none of us controls the weather. Potential partners include the MSU Extension Master Gardener Program, Department of 
Human Services, Poverty Reduction Initiative, Michigan Land Use Institute, local farmers, and other volunteers. In order to ensure support for 

this project, I have already been working on a pro bono basis over the past few weeks (my VISTA commitment doesn't officially begin until the 
end of August). That's OK, because Liberal Studies majors are all about sharing and giving, right? 

          Clearly, all of this is tentative: as a VISTA volunteer, I will be in charge of developing the program as I go along, because right now there 
is no such thing in place in Benzie County. That is precisely why creativity, dialogue, sustainability and, of course, grant writing will all be crucial 
elements of my work.  

         One more thing: as far as I'm concerned, a Liberal Education might as well be called a Living Education.  

Marcelo‘s Path 

Susan Odgers and Melissa Pelirini of GVSU and Deb Havens of 

Film Friendly Michigan during the ―When Hollywood Comes To 

Town‖ conference at Black Starr Farms in Sutons Bay, Michigan 
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From the GVSU Office 

By: Kate Fairman, GVSU  Liberal Studies Professor 

                        

               Hello Everyone!!!  Here‘s a brief update on our summer adventure.  

We had a wonderful 3 weeks in India.  India is a fascinating place, so colorful and 

filled with contrasts.  We did some traveling north and south of Delhi prior to 

picking up Tamanna.  We visited the Taj Mahal, the city of 

Jaipur in the desert state of Rajasthan, and the cities of Ha-

ridwar and Rishikesh which are along the holy Ganges River.   

We rode elephants up to the old majestic Amber Fort and went river rafting down 

the Ganges.  We visited temples and holy gatherings along the Ganges.  We traveled 

by train and tuk-tuks, rickshaws and taxis.  We ate delicious Indian cuisine, and of 

course, we met our wonderful little Tamanna.  Tamanna is a charming and vivacious 

little girl, and has done very well transitioning into our home.  It's wonderful to have 

 her here. 

Kate‘s Story 

 

 T-Shirt Give-away. Sign up in our office, Drawing to be 

held Sept 3rd. 

  

 Need a Student Id?  Id's can be taken in Suite 101, stop in 

today. 

 

 Financial Aid checks will be disbursed the second week of classes.  

Please check my banner to designate how you would like to receive 

your excess aid.  Sign up for direct deposit! 

                                                             GVSU Office 231-995-1785 

http://www.ubs.gvsu.edu/ePOS?this_category=162&store=437&item_number=310206&form=shared3%2fgm%2fdetail%2ehtml&design=437&__session_info__=30aiaVPVYSIQRcQDsHXxc6%2bDbDaRrZ1L7k5U7ffqUECED64vm7%2fhB8u9JI3I2e7XZd6OYLY6CeK0Etuvb4jiBlr3KzG2Ep8y4W%2bG2lkKEsLZTS
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Social Work 
 

       Dr. Connie Shands-Baab, GVSU MSW Faculty, and GVSU MSW students, completed a 

project entitled “The Doors”  in the Spring of 2008.  “The Doors” were displayed at the 

Hagerty Center .    

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

     Dr. Shands-Baab shows one of ―The Doors‖ 

NMEAC 
By: Emily Baker, 2008 Liberal Studies Graduate 

 

     As an attendee at the spring 2008 Northern Michigan Environmental Action Council (NMEAC) awards dinner, I wanted to give 
my impressions of the evening and GVSU‘s nominations in particular.  I was there for some of the lectures, especially the ones on 

water.  I have read many of writings and had been to another presentation from the same organization during the Bioneers confer-
ence .  I agree that this is a very important issue, and we need to be able to conserve our water.  Also, hearing about the work that  

the activists did in Central America was very interesting. 

 

The dinner was all right, and the woman playing the harp did so very well.  I can not remember all the details, every award and 

everyone who got it, but I know they really earned what they got.  I do remember a few—in particular, I would like to congratulate 

Stephanie Mills (GVSU Liberal Studies faculty) for getting the Bioneer award.  It was an honor for GVSU to be nominated.   

 

 

 

     GVSU ‗s MSW program, would like to welcome two new graduate assistants this Fall 2008 semester.  Erica Kelly 

and Melanie Villanueva will be assisting in the graduate social work program.  Stop by and say hello to them.  They will 

be working within the GVSU suite of offices in the lower level of the University Center.   

 

 

 

         WELCOME                  



Students on the Move 
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 Liberal Studies student, Jackie Abeyta, is currently involved with the Boys and Girls Club of Grand 
Traverse.  

 ñI have revised my cyber bullying unit and given it to the site manager for possible distribution to 
staff and teachers this fall.   I have been involved on the steering committee of "Project Fresh"  
and in conjunction will be doing a participatory workshop on composting with worms to the 
kids.  I also will be doing an activity that shows kids how to make recycled stationary and inform 

them of simple steps equal great change.  I'll be showing our plastic bag project and reusable bags and how one class 
of 8 people made a difference.  (Positive story that empowers these kids) This is in line with the Project Fresh philoso-
phy.  Iôm glad to share my grant information and other details.  Just ask!ò          -Jackie Abeyta- 

  By Marian Mueller, Liberal Studies Graduate 2008 

 

Things have a way of falling into place. One can stress to exhaustion, but if one has a dream, a goal, or an intention, and i f a plan of ac-

tion is devised that one not only follows through with, but must take a risky chance on, anything hoped for will manifest. This is what 

happened for me. Even when I stopped believing in myself; even when I stopped trying to pursue advancement of my talents, dreams, 

and goals. It was if the universe tapped me on the shoulder and said, "ah-hem, here's your next step."  

 

In my spare time upon graduation (May 1, 2008) I was searching for job prospects on Record-eagle.com when I came across record-

eagle.com/blogs. I checked some of the authors and their weekly submissions, until I found a link that explained the mission of the blogs 

and how interested contributors could write, on a voluntary basis, if chosen by the "web master."  

 

Prior to finding this public writing opportunity, I had started my own blog called "The Rhetoric of Mare" (www.rhetoicofmare.blogspot.com) 

and was trying to find time once a day to write at least 300 words. I sent a letter of interest to the web master and a link to my blog and within two 

weeks I was asked to write a weekly post for the site. I took a chance. I stuck my neck out. I asked for something I wanted and hoped my request would 

be accepted.  

 

I wanted an opportunity to share my truth in public on a credible, heavy trafficked site. I wanted strangers to read my words and comment on how they 

disagreed or agreed with my opinions. I wanted to write.  

 

I love words, I love reading, I love learning, I am ceaselessly curious always yearning to explore. I have not fit in many places I have ventured except for in 

a classroom.  

 

I knew I always wanted to pursue higher education but I didn't think I could. I don't have money, my parents aren't alumni of  anywhere other than Union 

Street Station, and I am a hopeless wreck when it comes to taking a standardized test. After giving up completely on the thought of going to graduate 

school, I emailed Michigan Technological University of Houghton, Michigan to request a campus tour of their graduate school, only because I was traveling 

to the Upper Peninsula for a Memorial Weekend excursion.  

 

The response to the email was warm, welcome, and eager. I was simply to complete the application process and to come with an empty stomach. After an 

over-the-top "campus visit" and after working very hard on my writing sample and statement of purpose, I sent in my application.  I was anticipating apply-

ing for Fall 2009, since the deadline for this coming fall was months in the past. However, once I was informed there was an open spot for Fall 2008, and 

once I was told there was not. I was confused but I took a chance. I followed through with the steps necessary for the achievement of my goal.  

 

Within two weeks I was accepted into the Rhetoric and Technical Communications Master of Science degree program for Fall 2008 . Not only was I ac-

cepted, I was offered a fellowship and a stipend for living expenses. I was getting paid to go to college.  

I feel like I have died and gone to heaven. My dream has come true. In a month I will begin the next chapter of my life. My full-time job will be as a profes-

sional student.  

 

If you have a dream, write it down so you don't forget it. Put that important piece of scribbled on paper in a place your eyes frequent. The universe will 

find a way to align the stars just so and when it's time, when you are ready, your dream will fall into place. But you must take a risk. You must take a 

chance but please note, risking and chancing requires trust. Trust in yourself and in the truth that things do fall into place, that most things happen for 

some reason that we aren't always in full control of. Good luck on the pursuit of your dream. I know you'll get just what you want out of your beautiful 

life.   

Moving On 

http://record-eagle.com/blogs
http://record-eagle.com/blogs
http://www.rhetoicofmare.blogspot.com


 

Professor Kurt Bullock spent five weeks in Ireland this summer as part of an institute on Irish 

poet William Butler Yeats, sponsored through a grant from the National Endowment for the Hu-

manities. Centered in Galway, Dublin and Sligo, Bullock and his colleagues from colleges and uni-

versities across the United States met with numerous Yeatsian scholars while conducting research 

in their respective areas of interest.  

 

Yeats was a contemporary of three poets on whom Bullock has pub-

lished and presented: Tomas MacDonagh, Padraic Pearse, and Joseph Mary Plunkett. The 

institute follows upon Bullock's funded research trip in April to the manuscript room of 

the National Library in Dublin. 

 

Professor Bullock is teaching American literature, a graduate course in the history of criti-

cism and theory, and the seminar for secondary teachers in English. 
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What GVSU Faculty and Students Read,  

Watched and Listened To This Past Summer 

 

Josh Havens...08 Lib. Studies Grad.  Read...   A New Earth-Awakening to Your Life's Purpose by Eckhart Tolle 

  

Nicole Braun...Lib. Studies Faculty   Read....This Land is Their Land: Reports from a Divided Nation by Barbara Ehrenreich, Ella Price's Journal by Dorothy 

Bryant and Notes from a Welfare Queen in the Ivory Tower by Laura Alexandra Harris.    ―These books are fabulous examples of the personal is political.  

Read them.  And start the revolution‖ - Nicole Braun - 

 

Emily Baker, 08 Lib. Studies Grad. Read    Female Chauvinist Pigs by Ariel Levy 

 

Vicky Kamps, Graduate Education Faculty & Coordinator, attended the 2008 Dunegrass Blues Festival in Empire and really enjoyed listening to Arlo 

Gutherie and the band "Cornmeal" 

 

Janelle McFadden, 08 Elementary Education Grad. took her children to the theatre and enjoyed the musical "Wicked" and also attended the dance 

performance of "Riverdance‖.  Amy Aldridge—Brinson—08 Elementary Education Grad also attended ―Riverdance‖ with Janelle and Amanda Engle. 

 

Amanda Engle, 08 Elementary Education Grad. watched the dvd of the film "Rent" and has been listening to the "Rent" cd soundtrack.  She also read 

Almost Home and The Freedom Writer’s Diary. 

 

Sally Lupe, 08 Elementary Education  Grad. has revisited the classic film "To Catch a Mockingbird" 

 

Jennifer Byron...Lib Studies Faculty.  Read The Snake Charmer by Sanjay Nigam and The Teaching of Rumi by Andrew Harley 

 

 Dianna Johnson, MSW 08 new student, Read:  Beautiful Boy by David Sheff;  The Tender Bar by JR Moehringer; A New Earth by Eckhart Tolle; Three 

Cups of Tea by Greg Mortensen and David Oliver Relin; When You Are Engulfed in Flames by David Sedaris  

 

 

English 
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Liberal Studies 
Distance Coordinator Liberal Studies 

 

Last year, for the first time, it was one of our own, Heather Strouse, who won the Liberal Studies De-
partmental Award for Outstanding Student.  Now, for the second year in a row, the Outstanding 
Liberal Studies Departmental Student is again your classmate, this time, Jana Lanning.   The 
Liberal Studies department was impressed with Janaôs voracious appetite for learning:   assigned an 
article or two by an author for class, she seeks out three or four books by the same author, especially 
those that related to her passions for eco-feminism, the environment, and education.  All that she 

learns in her classes, she funnels directly into her community and her work in the Kalkaska schools.  In her practicum 
this summer, she will be researching and implementing a place-based environmental education program designed to 
apply to an early childhood literacy program for the program in Kalkaska County school system this summer.  Jana was 
honored at the Annual Awards Banquet April 7.  Congratulations, Jana!   

  

The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi is a national academic honor society affiliated with GVSU.  This year, Liberal 
Studies had five students eligible for initiation, three of them from our Traverse City site:  Marcelo Betti, Traci Jo-
seph, and Jana Lanning.  For their excellence as scholars and over the course of their academic careers as well as 
their outstanding character, we congratulate you!  

 

 

 

 Congratulations to Liberal Studies faculty member, Dr. Misty Sheehan on completing her PhD this year!! Her doctoral degree is 

from the California Institute of Integral Studies.  Her dissertation is entitled ―Female Saints (700-1700 CE): A Study of the Sacred 

Feminine Principle in Hinduism‖. 

 

 

******************************************************************************************************************************** 

This summer Gilda listened to ―Anne of Green Gables‖ on books on tape and listened to the music of  Warren Zebo.  Gilda also 
was a student in Nancy Walker‘s GVSU Grantwriting class.   She watched and enjoyed ―Yonkers Joe‖ during the Traverse City Film 

Festival. 

               By Traci Joseph, Liberal Studies Student 

My husband, Aaron, received a promotion with Charter Communications at the 

beginning of July and is working in Grand Haven.  We are following on the week-
end of August 2.  We will be living in the Allendale area specifically West Olive.  

Luckily, we found a home that is about 10 minutes from the GVSU Allendale cam-

pus so I will be able to finish my classes at GVSU.  I will be graduating after the 

Winter 2009 semester and I‘m planning to walk up north with my friends from 
Traverse City. 

I was offered a job in downtown Grand Rapids at a law firm called Clark Hill and 

will be their office manager and legal assistant to an attorney who does municipal 

work.  The firm has 17 attorneys and 8 staff.  Clark Hill has an excellent reputation for both legal expertise and quality of life 
for its employees.   I wish everyone involved with the TC Libs organization a great year!  Keep in-touch!  

Traci‘s Story 
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By:  Emily Baker, 2008 Lib Studies Graduate 

 

This summer, I have a paid internship with the Crystal Lake and Watershed 

Association.  The internship project is fairly recent—they had hired one last 

year, named Jane Limmer and she used this with a school project.  I had helped 

this intern sample a stream last year.  Now, I have accepted a position.  The 

offer came from Dr. Stacy Daniels, whom I coordinate with for most of my 

work.  This year, there is one other intern, Molly Walton, a graduate from 

Wheaton, and they hope to have more next year. 

 

Molly is involved with communications work, including creating a hands-on wa-

tershed model for schools, working at the ―Crystal Lake Walkabout‖ events 

held seasonally, and writing articles.  I am mainly involved with science work.  

In particular, the CLWA has taken an interest in the issue on garlic mustard, 

which I had spoken of for the Congregational Summer Assembly Board of 

Trustees before as a practicum.  I have delivered some material about it, and 

also got them a position in a Family Environmental Day event that was held at 

the Assembly.  I coordinate with Jim Laarman on this issue.  There is also a 

focus on Swimmer‘s Itch, Phragmites reeds and various aquatic macrophytes.  I am hoping to get a chance to 

sample the plants in the lake with Elizabeth Hill, and also do some water quality testing with Kyle Axtell.  It 

involves all sorts of processes and observations, including for the former, the use of a rake, and data listings, 

and for the latter, Secchi discs (for measuring lake depth), and measurements of temperature, various ele-

ments or chemicals, and bacteria.  Various changes in the weather and emergencies have delayed this, but I 

hope that they can finally manage to arrange something. 

 

The internship itself is very interesting in the way it is arranged.  I am paid by the hour, and it is a flexible ar-

rangement for working on my own time, mostly, so I have to keep a log of my time—it‘s not always easy to 

remember to check.  A lot of my work thus far has involved coordinating with different people and organiza-

tions.  It varies in level of activity.  There are times when I barely do anything more than make a few phone 

calls or emails, and there are times when I rush to clear the calendar for some important events, and then 

get especially busy and/or fill in a lot of hours.  Most of these are meetings—members meet at the commu-

nity building in Beulah, at Jim Laarman‘s house to discuss invasive species and swimmer‘s itch (I have attended 

one of those), and there was a big annual board meeting the Saturday before last.  I also have helped Molly 

manage the booths that we set up at events, including the Family Environmental Day, the aforementioned 

board meeting, and various arts and crafts fairs held at the Assembly and in Frankfort.  At these booths, we 

hand out information, and sell maps of the watershed, and also various clothing, including T-shirts and hats 

(we each have some shirts and visor caps, as part of our uniform).  All in all, thanks to this and many other 

happenings, it is a very busy summer, but worth it all! 

Interning with the Crystal Lake and Watershed Association  

Emily and Molly at the booth at the An-

nual Board Meeting  

Photo by: Jim Laarman 
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NMEAC Awards Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for a great year of newsletters!!!    

Grand Valley‘s Northern News 

Grand Valley State University 
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Traverse City, MI  49686 

(231) 995-1808 or odgerss@gvsu.edu 

Editor—Susan Odgers, GVSU Student Services Coordinator 
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Traci Joseph, Barb Burch (Lib. Studies), and Professor 

Nicole Braun. 

GVSU presentation table. 


