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About the Map Collection at Grand Valley State Uniersity

Grand Valley State University’s libraries have alevivariety of maps, atlases and other geograpfécerece tools to assist patrons in
their research and studies. Most of the mapstiedibrary owns have been acquired through theRddepository Library
Program (FDLP), but the library also has a sizabl&ection of maps and cartographic resourcesstdwajuired from other sources.

Location of Resources

Most of the library’s maps are located on th&for of the Zumberge Library in Allendale. Maps CD-ROM or DVD are
located at the circulation desk in Allendale. Supded topographic maps of Michigan, supercededtduakes Navigation
charts, and other historic or rare maps are lodat&EIDMAN House. Atlases can be found in almalkbf the university’s
libraries, but most atlases are located in thendlide library on the®ifloor in MAIN Reference and in MAIN Maps—Atlases i
the northeast corner of th&2loor. Almost all gazetteers and place name bawkdocated in MAIN Reference.

Finding Maps and Atlases

While many thematic maps can be found using theréfgity Libraries online catalog, most individuahmsheets in the library’s
collection cannot be found using the online catal8ggiven map series may be listed in the catdbogto determine whether the
library owns a particular sheet in that series, willoften need to check one of the U.S. Geolog&uarvey (USGS) state
indexes, which can be found on the east wall o2tAdoor or in the first drawer of that series. Rbose individual maps that
are located in the online catalog, the map’s reaottle catalog will tell you in which drawer itliscated.

In addition to the USGS map series, the individMadhigan County Road Maps, National Geographic Mapsl many city, state
and regional maps that GVSU owns are not in thaneratalog. To find individual maps in these agfrou will either need to
check the drawer where that series is locatedporcan visit the Map Collection website where yan &nd a listing of the
individual maps in these series <http://www.gvsu/Bldrary/maps/collections>.

You can determine if GVSU owns an atlas by usimgadhline catalog. If you know the title of theaatlyou need, perform a
Basic Search for the book’s title. If you are loakfor an atlas on a particular topic you may warnperform a Guided Search
and use the term ‘atlas’ on one line and whatey@c{s) you are interested in (‘Europe,’ ‘enviromts,” ‘Rome,’ etc.) on the
other lines.

Classification of Maps and Atlases

You will find maps, atlases, and gazetteers clasbifising both the Library of Congress (LC) clasation system and the
Superintendent of Documents (SuDaoc) classificasigstem. Generally, if a map or an atlas was aeduhirough the Federal
Depository Library Program it will have a SuDoc rhen while items purchased by the library will hareLC call number. For
more information on the SuDoc classification systeee the GVSU Library Guide: U.S. Government Doents.

Copying and Printing

Copying and printing at the library costs sevensg@er page with a copy card that can be purchatst library. It is not
possible to print from the computers in the libraithout a copy card. The Allendale and Steeldifisaries both have one color
copier, but no color printers. The library curitgmitoes not have a copier capable of doing fullescaproductions of large maps.

Circulation

The majority of the items in this collection do mirtculate so that all patrons have the opportuttitjiccess these materials. In
special instances, though, certain materials cachbeked out for a brief period of time with therpession of a librarian. Some
items that do circulate include atlases found enMAIN stacks and digital maps on CD-ROM and DVD.



Types of Maps at GVSU

Commonly Used USGS Topographic Maps

Few topographic maps can be found by searching tHéniversity Libraries online catalog. To determinewhich sheet you need
to view the area you are interested in, check thedex for that state, which can be found on the eastall of the 2" floor.

7.5 Minute Maps (Drawers 1-133, 192-193)
e 1:24,000 (1 inch = 2,000 feet)
e Maps show and name prominent natural and culteeglfes. Such detail is useful for engineerincgllarea planning,
and recreational purposes.
» It takes about 57,000 maps to cover the contigd8uStates, Hawaii, and territories.
 GVSU owns the entire series for every state, PURito, Guam, and the Virgin Islands.

15 Minute Maps (Drawers 186-191)
e 1:63,360 (1 inch = 1 mile)
* The standard topographic map series covering Alaska
* The features shown on 15-minute maps are genghallgame as those shown on 7.5-minute maps, etkeggome
may be generalized or omitted because of the snsalde and consequent space restrictions.
* GVSU owns this entire series.

Other USGS Topographic Map Series

County Map Series
» 1:50,000 (Drawers 148-150)
* 1:100,000 (Drawers 134-135)
* GVSU owns this entire series.

1:100,000-Scale Serig®rawers 138-147)
* GVSU owns most maps in this series. You will nesedheck the index found in the first drawer obthéries to
determine whether GVSU owns a particular map.

1:250,000-Scale Serig®rawers 181-184)
 GVSU owns this entire series.

State Map SeriegDrawer 136)
* Most are at a scale of 1:500,000, but a few haes beleased at 1:1,000,000 or other scales.
* Most individual maps in this series cannot be foimthe Voyager online catalog. To determine whetBYSU owns
the map you are looking for you will need to chéok drawer containing this series.

Reproducible 8% x 11" Maps

Maps on File
* MAIN Reference—Reference Desk, HOLLAND & KCRC 61A2 M16
» Contains outline maps and thematic maps designbd tmpied and reproduced. Maps cover the Unite¢§ Canada,
and the rest of the world.

Historical Maps on File
* MAIN Reference G1030 .G46
e Contains outline maps and thematic maps designbd tmpied and reproduced. Covers ancient worttltfh modern-
day Europe.

CIA Maps
* MAIN Reference—Reference Desk PrEx3.10/4:
e These colored political maps are the same oneythawill find in the CIA'sWorld Factbook Individual maps can be
found by performing a Guided Search in the Univgrsibraries online catalog for the term "Centnatidlligence
Agency" on one line, "Map" on another line and tlaene of the country on the third line. The CIA naye published
larger maps of that country, so you will want todoee the map you are looking for is located atMi#dN Reference—
Reference Desk.

" Descriptions of most USGS topographic maps fromttg://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/usgsmapsfaags.html >



Other Maps in the Collection

Census Block Maps
* 1990—Kent, Muskegon and Ottawa count{@&awers 155-157)
*  2000—Allegan, Kent, Muskegon and Ottawa coun{legeawers 151-154)

« Individual maps are not in the University Librar@#ine catalog. To find a particular map, chduk parent map for
each county series.

National Ocean Survey Nautical ChartqDrawers 168-169)
» Coverage includes the Great Lakes and parts afdhtdeast United States.
e Check the University Libraries online catalog téesimine whether GVSU owns the map you need.

Michigan County Road Maps(Drawer 158)
* Maps for most counties in the state

« Individual maps are not in the University Librar@mdine catalog. See <http://www.gvsu.edu/librargps/collections>
or map cabinets for individual titles.

National Geographic Maps(Drawers 161-162)
» Assorted thematic maps covering a variety of topics

« Arranged using broad thematic areas: Africa, Anajdntarctica, Asia, Atlantic, Canada, Central Aicge Europe,
Indian Ocean, Indies, Caribbean, Middle East, Ra@outh America, United States, Universe, World.

* Individual maps are not in the University Librar@mdine catalog. See <http://www.gvsu.edu/librargps/collections>
or map cabinets for individual titles.

Assorted City, State and Regional MapgDrawers 156-160)

» Individual maps are not in the University Librar@mdine catalog. See <http://www.gvsu.edu/librargps/collections>
or map cabinets for individual titles.

Thematic Maps
 GVSU owns a wide variety of thematic maps on numetopics ranging from geology to demography. €hmaps are
classified using both the LC and SuDoc classifttachemes, depending on whether they were acghiredgh the
FDLP or purchased by the library, and can be fdundearching in the University Libraries onlineatag.

Atlases |

GVSU owns atlases on a wide range of topics ranfyorg general atlases of the World or United Statefiematic atlases that
examine environmental issues or historical eveMtsst atlases are located on the northeast cofrtae@ floor of the Zumberge
Library but there are other atlases located in MAR&ference and MAIN Stacks, as well as the Unitggssother libraries.

Below you will find a list of standard atlases GV8&Wns. To determine if GVSU owns an atlas relevaryour topic, it is usually
best to begin by searching in the University Lilawonline catalog. If you know the title of thitaa you need, perform a Basic
Search for the book's title. If you are looking é&m atlas on a particular topic, you may wanteédgrm a Guided Search using the
term 'atlas' on one line and whatever topic(s) a@uinterested in (‘Mexico,” ‘environmental,” ‘Rometc.) on the remaining lines.

Atlas of North America
* Main Maps—Atlas G1105 .A85 2005

DK Compact World Atlas
* Main Maps—Atlas G1021 .D2774 2003
» Useful for making 8.5 x 11" copies

National Geographic Atlas of the World
* Main Reference—Reference Desk G1021 .N38 2005
» 1999 edition is located ikain Maps—Atlas, Steelcase and Holland G1021 .N&D

Oxford Atlas of the World
 Main Reference—Reference Desk & Steelcase Refdbaste G1021 .A7545 2004

Rand McNally Commercial Atlas and Marketing Guide
e Main Reference—Reference Desk G1019 .R22

Rand McNally Road Atlas: United States/Canada/Mexio
* Main Reference—Reference Desk, Main Maps—Atlasic8se Reference Desk, Holland & Frey G1201.P26R18



Gazetteers

Gazetteers are geographic dictionaries. They lyspidvide basic information on a locality thateftincludes latitude and longitude,
in what country or state it is located, and a sHesdcription of the place. Below is a listing ofree of the gazetteers GVSU owns.
Other gazetteers can be found by searching inrilieeocatalog. Also, you will often find gazettsén atlases, and the information
you find in a gazetteer can also often be founehicyclopedias and almanacs. There are many ertelhzetteers available on the
Internet. Links to many of these can be foundhenNlap Collection website <http://www.gvsu.edu/maps

The Columbia Gazetteer of the World
* MAIN Reference & HOLLAND Reference G103.5.C68199
* Three vol. set
» Entries provide pronunciation, definition (cityat, etc.), location, latitude and longitude, armkescription.

Omni Gazetteer of the United States of America
Abate, Frank R.
* MAIN Reference E154 .045 1991
» Eleven volume set includes nearly 1.5 million pkaaed features in the United States and its tee&o
» Entries include the name, type of feature, popatetind ZIP Code (when a locality), county wherated, USGS 7.5
minute topographic map name, latitude and longitawdinates, and elevation data.

Merriam-Webster's geographical dictionary
* MAIN Reference G103.5.W42 1997
» Entries include pronunciation, location, area, pafon, and some history.

Gazetteer of the State of Michigan
Blois, John T.
 SEIDMAN Regional Historical Collection F564 .B633B
* MAIN Reference F564 .B65 1975
0 Reprint of 1838 edition.
Michigan Gazetteer
* MAIN Reference F564 .M53 1991
* Entries provide ZIP Code, latitude and longituderiaf description and some historical information.

The National Gazetteer of the United States of Améa.
* MAIN U.S. Government Documents |19.16:1200-US
» Entries provide name, feature class (populatedeplake, cliff, etc.), county, state, and coordasato the second.

Place Names

Place name works are similar in many ways to geeesf but they differ in that entries generallyu®on the origin of a locale’s
name instead of its location. Below is a selesttdf place hame works. You can find other plaame@& books by searching the
University Libraries online catalog.

lllustrated Dictionary of Place Names, United State and Canada
Harder, Kelsie B.
* MAIN Reference E155 .H37

Michigan Place Names
Romig, Walter
* MAIN Reference—Reference Desk & SEIDMAN Regiorstbkittal Collection F564 .R6

Placenames of the World
Room, Adrian
« MAIN Stacks G105 .R66 1997

American Place Names
Holt, Alfred Hubbard
« MAIN Reference E155 .H65 1969

» This work differs from the others in that it focesen accurate local pronunciation of the location.
Doug Way 7/05



