Speech-Language Pathology 

 Although Grand Valley does not offer an undergraduate major in Speech-Language Pathology, Grand Valley does offer a few courses that might be helpful to students exploring Speech-Language Pathology.  
PSY357- Psychology of Language:  Psychology of Language is a discipline that focuses on psychology's insights into human language.  Topics include biological bases of language, human language, and other communication systems; lexical, sentence, and discourse processing; speech production and perception; acquisition of spoken and written language; bilingualism; and the relationship between language and thought.   

ENG261- Study of Modern English:  An introduction to linguistic principles through a study of modern English.  A review of historical and contemporary writings about the language and language use.  Discussion of the premises underlying various approaches to English grammar, and the use of these grammars to understand English phonology, morphology, and syntax.

ENG363- Applied Linguistics:  Application of contemporary linguistic theory and research to issues in language, literacy, and learning.  Consideration of first and second language acquisition, literacy, bilingualism, ESL, language variation including gender and nonstandard dialects, language pedagogy, and language attitudes and their relevance to classroom practices.  Pre-requisite: ENG 261
ENG364- Sociolinguistics:  Study of sociolinguistic theories investigating the interaction of language and society. An examination of the social and cultural aspects of language and language use: social stratification, power, gender, race, ethnicity, class, geographic origins, and networks.   Pre-requisite: ENG 261
ENG461- Language and Gender:  Examination of theoretical approaches to the dynamics of language and gender.  Investigation of the relationship of language and gender with social categories such as age, ethnicity, class, and sexuality.  Application of social and linguistic theories to analyses of data with particular attention to contexts of the classroom, workplace, and media.   Pre-requisite: ENG 261
ENG467- Language Disorders in School-Aged Children: This course takes the linguistic foundation skills learned in English 261 and applies them to an examination of common speech and language disorders in the school-aged population.  Causes and characteristics of specific speech articulation disorders, fluency disorders, language processing disorders (language learning disabilities), and hearing disorders will be investigated.  A focus will be on a syndrome known as Specific Language Impairment, which is estimated to affect 5% of the school-aged population.  Specific classroom-based intervention techniques will then be explored to aid the regular classroom teacher in scaffolding communication and academic literacy skills in these populations of learners.  Additional areas to be addressed include working with the school speech-language pathologist in a team approach and the special situation of the ESL language-disordered child.  Pre-requisite: ENG 261
Western Michigan University- Master of Arts, emphasis in Speech Language Pathology:

WMU will consider accepting a student with an undergraduate degree not in speech pathology or audiology; however the student will be accepted on a conditional basis.  This requires the student to take one year of undergraduate courses in Speech-Language Pathology at WMU, obtain a B or better in each course, and have the recommendation from the WMU faculty before beginning graduate work. 
The following are admissions requirements as well as recommendations from Elaine DeRoover, graduate advisor at WMU:
1. 9 semester credit hours including: 
1 course in Biological Science

1 course in Physical Science

1 course in Mathematics

2. 6 semester credit hours in Behavioral and/or Social Science
3. Developmental courses tend to be helpful for students to gain insight into the various populations they will be working with.  The Psychology Department offers the following developmental courses: PSY 301, 305, 331, 332, 364.
4. Courses in classroom management, special education, etc. are helpful for students that have an interest in the educational side of Speech Language Pathology.

5. Research courses, such as PSY 300 & 400, tend to be important and helpful when applying to the program.  A letter of recommendation from a research course would also be beneficial.  

6. Writing/Capstone course 
7. Competitive GRE scores

8. 3.0 or higher GPA for the last 60 credit hours of undergraduate courses

The application deadline is February 15th of each year for fall admission.  WMU typically receives 150-200 applications and accept about 24-30 applicants a year.  

Eastern Michigan University- Master of Arts in Speech Language Pathology:
The following information was retrieved from Dr. Sarah Ginsberg, assistant professor at EMU:

Many of our graduate students are from other backgrounds and often have had other careers prior to considering the field of Speech-Language Pathology.  Here are a few things that you should know if this is true of you:

1.  In the state of Michigan you do not have to be a certified teacher to work in the public schools as a Speech-Language Pathologist, though a few school districts will still prefer it.  Very few students enrolling in the graduate program who have not already received a teacher certification pursue this as it adds approximately 1.5 years to the process.

2.  Unlike some universities, we do not have prerequisite courses in our field that you need to take prior to applying for our graduate program.  If you have an education in another field, then you apply as a regular graduate student (applications available online at www.emich.edu).  If accepted, the undergraduate "deficiency" courses that you will need to take, an average of 9, will be listed.  These are incorporated as appropriate into your Program of Study, which is created when you first meet with your assigned advisor.

3.  The typical student who enrolls in the program on a full-time basis will take approximately 3 years to complete this program without an undergraduate degree in Speech-Language Pathology.  Many students elect to complete the program on a part time basis, thus extending the length of their program.  

4.  The most current information regarding our program can be found at:  

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.emich.edu/coe/catalogs/grad/specialed/ma_sli.html

5.  Applications are due:  Fall (September) admission = 2/15




     Winter (January) admission = 8/15

6.  Materials required for application are listed below.  ALL materials should be sent to the Office of Admissions, P.O. Box 970, Ypsilanti, MI 48917


1.  Application itself


2.  GRE scores (from within past 5 years)


3.  MTTC Basic Skills test scores (info available on the web)  

· This is a College of Education requirement, not a university requirement.    If not completed by the application deadline it will NOT hold up your application process.  

· This test must be taken even if you do not intend to work in the schools.

4.  Two letters of recommendation from either faculty or professionals completed     on their letterhead

5.  Personal statement


6.  Transcripts from ALL institutions


7.  Moral turpitude page, printed out and signed

Finally, we as a program welcome students with diverse educational and professional backgrounds as we find that they often bring unique perspectives to the delivery of Speech-Language Pathology services in the schools or in health care settings.  

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your interest in our program.
