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A Letter from the Editor

Hello,

My name is Kevin Kimball and | am the
student manager of the Community Service
Learning Center. 1 would like to welcome
everyone back to Grand Valley! 1 hope you all
are as excited as 1 am for this upcoming year.
ltds going to be a
construction on campus, exams at the worst
possible time and many other things. But most
of all, a year of service!

One of Gr and
to the community and the community needs our
help! There are many hardships facing our
surrounding communities including: poverty,
homelessness, domestic violence, healthcare,
children needing mentors just to name a few. If
you are interested in any of these areas we
urge you to come check us out. We have
handouts with all of these issues and more with
stats, facts and local agencies that deal with
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these problems.

In this newsletter and the ones to
follow you will find news articles about service
performed by GV students, a spotlight on an
outstanding volunteer, one time events that will
be happening, pertinent info on leadership
cri

We are here as a resource for you to
fill your spare time, fill requirements for
classes, and to meet your need for a student

Val | eyd@rganizatéioh. UE gou ars inskerkhufi comree see

what type of opportunities we have available,
because new opportunities come in daily! If you
cant make the trip feel free to check out our
website www.gvsu.edu/service or give us a call
616.331.2468.

Sincerely,

Kevin Kimball
CSLC Student Manager

Student Leader Networking Reception

space still available

Wednesday, September 23, 2009
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Kirkhof Center 2204

Please join us for the 1st ever Student
Leader Networking Reception! This is
an opportunity to directly connect with
other student leaders from across
campus and explore new ways to
collaborate. RSVPs are encouraged
and space is Ilimited. Light
refreshments will be served. Dress is
business <casual attire.

R~

0 sign up today!

Registration Information:
*The registration form will require you
to indicate your top 1 or 2 areas of
campus involvement and position (if
applicable). For example: Kistler Living
Center Resident Assistant, Student
Senate VP of Finance, Women's Center
Ambassador, Black Student Union-
member, etc.

Sign up at www.gvsu.edu/leadership

Sponsored by the Laker Leadership
Programs, Student Senate, and Omicron
Delta Kappa National Leadership Honorary
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* Make the step toward president or officer in your student organization * Be motivated to get involved on
campus * Gain insight on your leadership style * Connect with other leadership-minded peers * Have fun!

The First Year Leadership Exploration is designed to assist newer leaders in creating and enhancing their
personal philosophy of leadership while developing basic leadership skills and learning about all of the
leadership opportunities the GVSU community has to offer.

All first year students are encouraged to be a part of this program, especially those who are interested in
future leadership roles. FYLE teaches leadership through interactive activities and discussion led by
student leaders and staff from the Office of Student Life. This is a great way to get acquainted with
leadership in a college setting. The completion of the FYLE will make you a strong candidate for future
leadership positions, as well as prepare you to take your next steps as an intermediate leader on campus.

The First Year Leadership Exploration (FYLE) program consists of five one-evening per week sessions from
6:30 - 9:00 PM on GVSU's Allendale campus.

Section 1: Thursdays: September 24, & October 1, 8, 22, and 29

Section 2: Tuesdays: September 29, October 6, 20, 27, and November 3
Both sections do not meet during the week of Homecoming (October 12-16)

Applications can be found on our website www.gvsu.edu/leadership

Earn $1,000 for 300 Hours of Service!

The Michigan Service Scholars Program (MSS) is an AmeriCorps program that
encourages students to serve on their campuses and in their communities. MSS
promotes civic engagement and active citizenship among college students.

Students willing to complete 300 hours of community service during one calendar year
will receive a $1,000 education award to help further their education. Service hours may
be completed during the academic year and/or over class breaks, including over the summer. The MSS
program has defined "Service" into 2 categories: Volunteer Recruitment & Community Service

Volunteer Recruitment members serve to recruit other students, faculty, community members, etc. to
participate in service activities for a 501(c)3 nonprofit, K-12 school or higher education institution doing
community work. Community Service members complete their hours by helping community agencies achieve
their mission by volunteering in various capacities. You can do that by working the various social issues
tackled by 501(c)3 nonprofit, K-12 schools or colleges/universities doing community work. Internships,
service learning courses, and Federal Work Study Positions focused on community needs may qualify.

There will be informational meetings :

Thursday, September 24 7 - 8pm in Niemeyer room HON - 150 ‘%\\W//
Thursday, October 16 - 7pm in the SOC KC - 0008 N
Michigan | Campus Compact
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http://www.gvsu.edu/cms3/assets/6716ABB0-D789-EEEF-E7D0C9B84D6EB7C0/2008-2009%20MSS%20Brochure.pdf

Make A Difference Day
Saturday, October 24 2009
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Make A Difference Day is the most
encompassing national day of helping
others -- a celebration of neighbors
helping neighbors. Everyone can

DIFFEREMCE Day  participate! Created by USA
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WEEKEND Magazine, Make A
Difference Day is an annual event
that takes place on the fourth
Saturday of every October.

Make A Difference: The Grand Valley Way

In 2008, nearly 350 GVSU members served the Grand
Rapids, Michigan community. The day begins at 8:30
a.m. and concludes by 3:00 p.m. for GVSU students,
faculty and staff who volunteer. Site leaders are

selected to lead

volunteers to serve at non-profit

organizations throughout the Grand Rapids community.

Registration begins online 9/22/2009
www.gvsu.edu/service

,(f ‘CSLC Home - Community Service Leaming Center - Grand Valley State University - Intemet Explorer provided by Dell
K oEe Bl © http:/ fwww.qvsu.edu/service/

I you are looking for more opportunities to get
involved with service then participate in

Into the Streets
LIB 100 APPROVED!
(Time includes travel to/from sites)

September 25, 2009 (1p.m - 5p.m.)
Comprenew Environmental

October 2, 2009 (1 p.m. - 5p.m.)
Humane Society of Kent County

Into the streets takes place 2 Fridays a
month so be sure to stop in and check
out the dates. To register yourself or

your organization to participate in any of

these service activities please visit the
Community Service Learning Center in
Kirkhof Center room 1110-B to sign up.

*Please note that site destinations are subject to change
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CSLC Special Events &
Workshops

Michigan Service Scholars
AmeriCorps Program

Community Impact Report
Process

Volunteer Recognition
Internship Opportunity

Service & Advocacy
Organizations

The CSLCTimes-A
Quarterly E-Newsletter

Resources and Helpful
Links

Meet our Staff

Community Service Learning Center
website!

Community Service * Volunteerism * Civie
Engagement * Service Learning
Get connected and make a difference in your

community today!

*New! Click HERE to view the CSLC's 2009-2010 calendar
of events!

The Community Service Learning Center (CSLC) connects
students, staff, and faculty to service opportunities in the
community, coordinates a wide variety of service programs

for students, provides support for service and advocacy

News

September 17, 2009

*NEW?* Event Submission
FormforS & A
Organizations

September 17, 2009
Teach for America Deadline

9/18, 10/28

Upcoming Events

September 22, 2009
Service-Learning 101
Workshop

i

www.gvsu.edu/service

Volume 6, Issue 1

Page 3




Service Learning 101:
Tuesday, September 22, 20(Q
7:00- 9:00pm Kirkhof Center

Take your organizatjonds service to the n
level! Learn how to transform your service project
to be more meaningful and engaging by .
incorporating the basic elements of service learning! e are currently looking for

You may have heard of service learning individuals who are interested in
before. Maybe one of your instructors mentioned it planning Leadership Summit 2010!
in class, or you walked by our office. But what really
is Oservice |l earningo6?

Service Learning 101 will give you the basits Leadership Summit is a traditional Grand Valley
you need to know on what service learning is (anc event estimated to attract over four hundred
i snét!), what some of | frltege Hudertefron acress the ptateand gpaoy i h g
service learning are, and how to work the elements  The conference will focus on increasing civic

Grand Valley Stata University #
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Attention Prospective Leaders.

ofservicd ear ni ng i n to vy o ul engagemegnaamongzobege stusients tyrough helpifg e |
This Workshop is highly recommended for | them improve their leadership abilities and increase

service and philanthropy chairs of student their awareness of community and social issues.

organizationsOpen to all studentdNo registration Applications available online

required.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
One -Time Volunteer Opportunities

Other opportunities available online!

Free Health Center - Asian Center
September 26 9:00am - 12:00pm Art Fair Prize Competition
-The goal of the health fair is to provide access to basic GR Art Museum & GR Children's Museum

health care, education and information to the growing pool
of people who do not have medical insurance or traditionally

have been underserved. Each year the health fair has -The GR Art Museum & Grand Rapids

grown and this year we anticipate an attendance of 300-400 | Children’s Museum needs your support! Every
people. Volunteers are needed to Lead people through this year they take part in the Art Fair Prize
event as a translator, (Bosnian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, competition, they are a place where members
Punjabi, Philippine, and Vietnamese), Help visitors fill out of the community can come in and vote for
dRegi str at Tableandahairnsétup (8:00am - their favorite piece of art. Volunteers are
9:00am), Pick up after event (2:00pm - 3:00pm, Audio & needed to help with the registration and
Visual equipment assistance, Hostess services for VIP voting process during the days noted above.

Sponsors & Professional Volunteers, Assisting guests on ) _
-Those interested should contact Erin

Glupker by phone 616.831.2928 or email
edasst@artmuseumgr.org or Claudia Place
616.235.4726 x100 or cplace@grcm.org

and off provided transportation. These are only a few of
the many volunteer opportunities available. Many hands are
needed to make this a successful event.

-Those interested should contact Ron Perkins at
reperkinsl763@aol.com or 616.222.1763
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Lakers Garden to Save Wetlands
From the GV Lanthorn 9/13/ 2009 By: Susie Skowronek Laker Life Editor

Seven volunteers joined forces Friday on a mission to protect rare plant species as part of the Into the Streets
community service program. If underground dealers discovered the wetlands in Grand Rapids, they could make a fortune
selling its flora on the black market.

But the Community Service Learning Center and its team of workers, armed with weed clippers and herbicides,
geared up not only against plant poachers, but also against plants themselves. Melanie Good, volunteer coordinator for the
Land Conservancy of West Michigan, showed their enemy for the day, the buckthorn. The killer weed had formed a wall in
the wetlands. It lowered the water table, turning the wetland dry. Although the plant, fruitful with purple berries,
appeared harmless, each berry could produce another stalk of buckthorn. "If we buy a property and do not manage it, it
gets taken over by invasives," Good said, tossing a buckthorn branch to the ground.

Although Good and Land Conservancy had battled with the wall for five years, the buckthorn refused to give way.
So the preservationists worked under strict regulations with the fire department this spring to start a controlled wildfire.
Good said this fire was an attempt to "act like nature."” Because lightning does not often strike Michigan wilderness and
cause forest fires, Land Conservancy recreated the effect for the wetland. Good said she has already seen positive
effects from the near-natural burn. She added her hope that volunteers will have the buckthorn wall cleared by this time
next year.

For nature buffs such as Good, preservation is a priority. "We get to see a place most eyes have never seen," she
said. "People harvest some of these species illegally." Rare turtles also roam the wetlands, such as box turtles and speckled
turtles. An osprey visits as many as 10 times per day to collect fish for her nestlings. A native plant, the swamp thistle,
attracts the rare swamp meadowlark, a butterfly.

Because the wildlife makes an impact on the area’s water and air, the CSLC volunteers said they felt fulfilled
after an afternoon of work under the sun. "I felt like we were making a real impact, helping species that could be
permanently lost in the area," said senior Nathan Noll. Sophomore Angie Huddleston said as a social major, she should
practice serving others.

After seeing service in action on Friday, Huddleston said she admired Good's dedication to land conservation. "1've
never seen anything like this in Chicago," Huddleston added. "You can tell she's working hard and trying to make a change."”
Joshua Lee, graduate assistant for the CSLC, added he expected the wetland to be a lush, green place. However, he never
thought one type of plant could kill all the other species.

As Land Conservancy continues to battle the buckthorn, GVSU students will return later this fall to help plant
seedlings in the wetlands. Currently, Good said Land Conservancy hopes for a grant to build a look-out tower over the plant
and wildlife. Then, area schools can come and view what few have an opportunity to see.

Into the Streets occurs every other Friday afternoon. Future worksites include John Ball Zoo, the Humane
Society of Kent County and the American Red Cross of Greater Grand Rapids.
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