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What is a thesis?

· An original argument about a literary work or works. 

· An engagement with the body of scholarship on the topic and the addition of new, original insights into that conversation. 

· A substantial consideration of the topic through several well-developed and self-contained approaches, points, or directions. This is why theses are composed of several chapters.

· The product of years of graduate study and the opportunity to take ownership of your education by developing your own project. 
· Theses are typically 60-75 pages in length but vary according to standards determined by the committee.

Who should write a thesis?

· Students who are interested in literature and want to spend a significant amount of time delving more deeply into a particular topic, author or work.

· Students who want more experience developing and supporting arguments in formats longer than the seminar paper. Thesis writing is good practice and experience regardless of your future goals.

· Students who are thinking about publication or applying to Ph.D. programs. The thesis isn’t necessary for all programs, but your experience will develop the skills you will use in your graduate and professional career.

What steps are involved in writing a thesis?

1. Think about a topic, do preliminary research on the topic, and approach an advisor. These are all preliminary steps. They need not follow in this order, but they should all come first.

2. Consult the M.A. program handbook (or Website) for thesis requirements.

3. Choose an advisor and submit a prospectus to your advisor for approval. The prospectus includes a four- to six-page project description and a working bibliography. Your description must define your topic, state a working thesis, and explain how your project will contribute to existing scholarship in the field.

4. Once your prospectus is approved, your advisor will consult with you on choosing two readers for your thesis. You will approach them with your prospectus and ask them to be on your committee. 
5. Prepare a research agenda and schedule (may be done with advisor). Make sure your reading list is comprehensive but also feasible given your other commitments. Develop several research questions to guide your research. At the same time, allow for the process of discovery.

6. Read references, revisit primary texts, take notes and start developing the building blocks of your argument. Use notecards, note-taking software, notebooks, or other means to organize your notes and ideas.

7. Write an outline for your thesis if you didn’t already include one in your prospectus. 
8. Start writing early and stick to your research schedule. Plan on doing several substantial revisions. Of course, the writing process is different for each of us, but the sooner you start writing the sooner you will realize the snags in your project or process and the sooner you can address them. Expect to hit some blocks or find new directions and prepare to use them to your advantage.
9. Fight writer’s block! You have many options to choose from if you ever feel stuck or that you aren’t making much progress. Consult your advisor, your readers, other professors and other grad students for advice. Visit the Writing Center and speak to a graduate-level writing consultant. Read writers’ references for ideas and inspiration (recommendations listed below).

10. As you write your thesis, consider when you plan to defend and graduate. Readers should be given the thesis and asked for comments well before a defense date is determined. Typically readers will need three months to read and comment on a thesis before the defense.
What questions do you have about the thesis option? Write them below so that we can answer them today!

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THESIS PLANNING GUIDE

Tentative Schedule

Expected Graduation Date:  _____________________

(Subtract 4-8 months)

Begin Thesis Prep: _____________________

(About one month)

Start Researching:  _____________________

(Two to three months)

Start Writing:  _________________________

(Two to five months)

First Draft Due: ________________________

(One to three months)

Second Draft Due: _____________________

Defense Date:  ________________________

Tentative Committee

Advisor: ____________________________

Reader:  ____________________________


Reader:  ____________________________

Tentative Topic
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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