PHI 380 - Existentialism in Philosophy and Literature

Fall 2009, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:00-5:15 p.m. 
Professor Teresa Castelão-Lawless

What is Existentialism?  All existentialists rejected academic philosophy, traditional systems of thought, and science in favor of individuality, of the immanence of the experience of self and others, and of the absurd. They were also, however, very critical of each other’s work (like Sartre and Camus), did not “know” they were existentialists (like Dostoievsky), or altogether refused to be called existentialists (basically all of them). What possibly could thinkers such as Orthodox Christian Dostoievsky, Protestant Kierkegaard, gnostic Pessoa, and atheists Kafka, Sartre, De Beauvoir, and Camus have in common? This course explores with students the diverse expressions in philosophy, in literature, and in life of the existentialist attitude.

Readings
Sören Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling
Fiodor Dostoievski, Notes from the Underground
Franz Kafka, Metamorphosis 

Fernando Pessoa, The Book of Disquiet
Jean-Paul Sartre, The Age of Reason
Simone de Beauvoir, She Came to Stay
Albert Camus, The Myth of Sisyphus
Grading will be based on: 1. reflection reports on each reading; 2. a short presentation on an existentialist reading not included in the course list (from the same authors as those discussed in class or from authors not covered in the class such as Pascal, Jaspers, Nietzsche, Unamuno, Ortega y Gasset, and Heidegger); 3. a final research paper. 

