
MARK STEPHEN PESTANAPRIVATE 

Department of Philosophy

Grand Valley State University

Allendale, Michigan  49401

(616) 331-3075             pestanam@gvsu.edu

EDUCATION

University of Chicago


  Ph.D., Philosophy, December 1986


  Dissertation Committee: Christine Korsgaard, Alan Donagan, Stephen Toulmin, Paul Ricoeur


University of Kentucky


  M.A., Philosophy, June 1977


Colby College


  B.A., Philosophy, June 1974

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Grand Valley State University, Associate Professor, 8/89-current (visitor 1989, assistant 1990, associate 1996)

  Allendale, Michigan


Roosevelt University, Instructor, 5/88-5/89


  Chicago, Illinois


South Suburban College, Instructor, 1/88-6/89


  South Holland, Illinois


Columbia College, Instructor, 9/88-8/89


  Chicago, Illinois


University of Chicago; Continuing Education Program, Instructor, 9/88-12/88


  Chicago, Illinois


City Colleges of Chicago, Instructor, 1/88-6/88


  Chicago, Illinois


University of Kentucky, Teaching Assistant, 1975-77


  Lexington, Kentucky

PUBLICATIONS

“Association Mechanisms and the Intentionality of the Mental” in The Journal of Mind and Behavior, Volume 27, 

  Number 2, pp. 91-120, 2006. (issued in late 2006)


“(A Laconic Exposition of) a Method by which the Internal Compositional Features of Qualitative Experience Can be 
 

           Made Evident to Subjective Awareness” in Philosophical Psychology Vol. 18, No. 6, December 2005.
           (issued early in 2006)

"Complexity Theory, Quantum Mechanics and Radically Free Self Determination" in

  The Journal of Mind and Behavior Vol. 22 No. 4, 2001 (issued in 2002).


Moral Virtue or Mental Health?, Peter Lang Publishing, 1998


"The Three Species of Freedom and the Six Species of Will Acts" in The Modern Schoolman, LXXIV, Nov. 1996.


"Second Order Desires and Strength of Will" in The Modern Schoolman, LXXIII, January 1996.


"Conscience," "Guilt and Shame," "Envy," and "Self Deception" in Magill's Ready Reference: Ethics.  Ed. Shawn     

          Woodyard.  Pasadena, CA: Salem Press, 1994.


"Radical Freedom, Radical Evil, and the Possibility of Eternal Damnation" Faith and Philosophy, Vol 9, No. 4,      

          October 1992.


"On Teaching Moral Philosophy," in Colby Library Quarterly, Vol. XXVII, No. 2, June 1991.


"Gottfried Leibniz" and "Johann Gottlieb Fichte," in Great Lives from History: Renaissance to 1900.  Pasadena, CA: 

          Salem Press, 1989.


"Posidonius of Apameia," in Great Lives From History: Ancient and Medieval Series.  Ed. Frank N. Magill.         

          Pasadena, CA: Salem Press, 1988.


"Saul Kripke," in Thinkers of the Twentieth Century. 2nd ed., ed. Roland Turner. London: St. James Press, 1988.

AWARDS


Selected to participate in Advanced Workshop in "Religious Experience, Neuroscience and The Self" sponsored by the 


Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences and held in Montreal, Canada May 31- June 5, 2001.


Selected as participant in five week seminar on “Theology and The New Physics” led by John Polkinghorne (of the 


physics department of Cambridge University) sponsored by the Pew Charitable Trust and conducted at Calvin 


College, Grand Rapids MI July 1998. (award amount $2,500)

PRESENTATIONS


RESPONDENT to “Cognitive Faculties and Evolutionary Naturalism” by Bernardo Cantens presented at


 the American Catholic Philosophical Association annual meeting, Denison, Ohio, October 28, 2006

“The Natural Law Analysis of the Social and Political Orders” LECTURE (formal presentation) to the Grand 


  
Rapids Catholic Theology Discussion Group (a very informal group), Grand Rapids Michigan, September 15, 2006

“Quality as Existence” POSTER SESSION at the “Toward A Science of Consciousness” conference Tucson, Arizona,



 April 7, 2006

“Ethics and the National Economy” LECTURE (formal presentation) to the Grand Rapids Catholic Theology 


  
Discussion Group (a very informal group), Grand Rapids Michigan, December 2, 2005


“Cognitive Closure: The End of Science?” LECTURE for Honors Junior Seminar “Cosmology for Poets”, 



Grand Valley State University, Honors Program, April 7, 2005

“A Method By Which the Relational Features of Qualitative Experience Can Be Made Evident to Subjective 



Consciousness”. PAPER presented to the Cognitive Research Group, Psychology Department of Grand Valley State 



University,  March 23, 2005.

“A Method By Which the Relational Features of Qualitative Experience Can Be Made Evident to Subjective 



Consciousness”. PAPER presented at the “Toward A Science of Consciousness Conference”, 


Tucson Arizona; April 2004

"Self Knowledge and Self Control--The Last Lecture of Mark Pestana." LECTURE presented at the


 Grand Valley State University Student Senate Last  Lecture Series on November 6, 2002.


"Error Theory in Early Christianity and Judaism." PANEL PRESENTATION for West Shore Academic Consortium 


conference,  "Before the Divide: Jews and Christians in the Early Centuries" at Hope College, Holland Michigan, 


October 31, 2002.


"Legal Codes, Professional Codes and Moral Standards." LECTURE presented at Society of Manufacturing Engineers 


Chapter 38 Annual Dinner Program; Grand Rapids, Michigan,  May 14, 2002.


"What It Is Like To Be Information" POSTER SESSION presented at


 "Toward A Science of Consciousness Conference Tucson 2002": Tucson, Arizona, April 9, 2002.


"Self Deception" LECTURE presented to Grand Valley State University Honors Students for Honors Dormitory 
            
Council, March 26, 2002.


"What It Is Like To Be Information" PAPER presented at conference Religious Experience, Neuroscience and The Self, 



  sponsored by the Center for Theology and The Natural Sciences, Montreal, Canada June 2, 2001.


"A Method By Which The Quantitative Essence of Qualitative Experience Can Be Made Evident To Subjective 



  Awareness" POSTER SESSION at the annual meeting of The Society for Philosophy and Psychology.


 Cincinnati, Ohio, June 14, 2001


"Will Robots Inherit The Earth?" LECTURE presented to "Life Long Learners" at Montcalm Community College,


 Montcalm, Michigan, Nov. 15, 2000


“William James, Information Theory and the Origins of Intentionality” POSTER SESSION at the “Science



   of Consciousness—Tucson 2000 Conference”, April 10-15, 2000 Tucson Arizona

“Complexity Theory and Consciousness: Quantum Mechanics and Free Will” PAPER presented at the conference



“Theology and The New Physics”, Calvin College, Grand Rapids Michigan, April 15-18, 1999


“Approaches to Nature.”  PAPER presented as part of Integrated Humanities Initiative for parents of students at 


Sigsbee Elementary School, Grand Rapids, Michigan, March 6, 1998.


"Just War Theory and Nuclear War."  LECTURE presented at seminar on War in the Nuclear Age, 


Grand Valley State University, November 4, 1997


"The Natural Law Argument Against Contraception."  LECTURE presented at Franciscan Life Process Center, Lowell, 


Michigan, June, 1996.


"The Relation Between the Three Species of Freedom and the Six Species of Will Acts in Thomas Aquinas'          


      Theory of Action."  PAPER presented at The Medieval Forum, Plymouth State College, 


Plymouth, New Hampshire, April 20, 1996.


"Perspectives on Religious Truth." LECTURE presented at Faculty Lecture Series, Aquinas College, 



Grand Rapids, Michigan, March, 1996.


"Second Order Desires and Strength of Will." PAPER presented at Michigan Academy Annual Meeting, 


Alma, Michigan, March 1, 1996.


"The Logic of Religious Exclusivism." PAPER presented at Fifth Annual Interfaith Dialogue Association Conference, 


Grand Rapids, Michigan, October 7, 1995.

"The Relation Between the Three Species of Freedom and the Six Species of Will Acts in Thomas Aquinas'          


      Theory of Action."  PAPER presented at Central States Philosophical Association Annual Meeting, 


Mount Pleasant, Michigan, October 14, 1995. 


"Natural Law Morality and Homosexuality."  LECTURE presented at Grand Valley State University,


 Pillar Society, Spring, 1995.


RESPONDEDNT to "Aquinas on the Ontological and Moral Status of Animals" by Judy Barad, Central States            



Philosophical Association Annual Meeting, Rolla, Missouri, October 15, 1993.
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

“What It’s Like To BE Information” on the metaphysics of subjectivity (very rough draft of paper).

         “Quality as Mode of Existing” on the qualitative character of experience (very rough draft of paper).
AREAS OF RESEARCH SPECIALIZATION
         Philosophical Psychology, action theory

         Philosophy of Mind








Moral Philosophy, Theoretical                                                                       
AREAS OF TEACHING COMPETENCE


Medieval Philosophy



Logic


Metaphyics
COURSES TAUGHT


Metaphysics


Philosophy of Mind


Mind, Brain and Consciousness


Medieval Great Philosophers


Theories of Human Nature


Ethics in the Professions


Inwardness and Existence (Special Topics on subjectivity)


Three Classical Theories of Emotion: Descartes, Spinoza and Hume on the Passions of the Soul

Philosophy and Literature: The Problem of Evil


Introduction to Philosophy


Introductory Logic


Ethics


Introduction to Liberal Studies

LANGUAGE—French
MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS


American Philosophical Association


American Catholic Philosophical Association


Society for Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy


Catholic Medical Association 
