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General Information
Current Appointment
   Associate Professor of Philosophy

Education
   University of Notre Dame: Ph.D (1991), Philosophy

   Aquinas Institute of Theology, St. Louis: M.A. (1978), Fundamental Theology & Philosophy of 

Religion

   University of Notre Dame: B.A. summa cum laude (1973), Philosophy, Program of Liberal 

            Studies

Areas of Specialization
   Ancient Philosophy, especially Plato

Areas of Competence
   Philosophy of History, History & Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Religion, 

   Ethics of Virtue and Natural Law

Honors and Awards
   John and Mary Boyle Dailey Full Tuition Scholarship, University of Notre Dame, 1969-73.

   Member Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society, inducted 1973.
Teaching
Experience
At Grand Valley State University (1991-2005):

   Introduction to Philosophy (taught 31 semesters in 5 versions; taught three times in summer; 

   current versions: (1) close reading of Plato’s Republic with supplementary articles; (2) 

   philosophy and mythology:
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   Plato, Berkeley, Jung, Eliade, Lewis Carroll, J.R.R. Tolkien.

   Ethics (taught eight semesters in two versions)

   Aesthetics

   Ancient Philosophy (taught eight times, and five times as an Independent Study); one version 

      focuses upon middle dialogues Phaedo, Symposium, Phaedo, Republic; another version 

      focuses upon late dialogues Parmenides, Theaetetus, Sophist or Statesman or Philebus. 

      (Time spent on pre-Socratics varies.)

   Philosophy of History (focusing on Kant, Hegel, John Acton, Christopher Dawson) (taught five 

      times as a class and  once as an independent study)

   Philosophy of Religion (describing the emergence of the modern tradition of philosophy of 

        religiion and expositing and criticizing relevant writings of Hume, Kant, and Hegel, the 

        founders of the tradition) (taught three times)

   Classical World (covering Greek art, poetry, drama, history, as well as philosophy) (taught 3 

times)

   Capstone, Senior Thesis Seminar, taught twice.  (Discussion of Kenneth Baynes,ed., 

AfterPhilosophy, Alasdair MacIntyre’s Encyclopedia, Geneology, and Tradition: Three 

Rival Versions of Moral Inquiry, and Michael Polanyi’s Personal Knowledge.

   Plato’s Theaetetus (Independent Study)

At University of Notre Dame as sole instructor (1985-91):

   History of Natural Science I

   Introduction to Philosophy

   Freshman Writing Seminar (Topic: Introduction to Biblical Narratives)

   Philosophy and Fantasy Literature: critiques of materialism in Plato, Berkeley, Kant; critiques

   of technology misuse in Lewis Carroll, J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis. (taught six times)

At University of Notre Dame as assistant to professor (1981-85):

   Introduction to Philosophy (taught three times)

   Philosophy and Fantasy Literature (taught six times)

   Medical Ethics

   Introductory German (taught four semesters)

At Trinity Prep School, South Bend, Indiana (1986-7):

   Seminar in Classical Greek Thought I (Homer, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Herodotus, Thucydides)
   Seminar in Classical Greek Thought II (Plato’s Euthyphro, Meno, Apology, Crito, Phaedo,
   Republic.  Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics.  Athanasius’ On the Incarnation. Gregory
   of Nyssa’s Address on Religious Instruction.)

Some Additional Areas of Teaching Interest
   Hermeneutics and theories of interpretation

   Philosophy and Literature

   The Films of Alfred Hitchcock
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   Political Philosophy and Theory, especially Religion and Public Life

   The Works of the social and moral philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre

   The Works of philosopher of history Christopher Dawson

University Service and Committees
   Member Grand Valley General Education Category A Peer Review Committee 1992-2000.

   Arts & Humanities Divisional Curriculum Committee, member 1992-3; chairman 1993-97, 

   1998-2000, member 2001-4.

   Hiring Committee, 4 positions to 1999, 1 position 2000, 2 positions 2001, 2 positions 2005 

   Interviewer for Philosophy Department, New York APA meeting, 1991, 2000, 2005

   Philosophy Club Advisor, 1991-4

   Advisor, Catholic Student Group CARO, 2003-2005

   Grader, Philosophy Student Essay Contest, April, 2003, April 2004

Research
Publications
Books
   Plato's Dialogue Form and the Care of the Soul (Peter Lang Publishing, February, 2000) 

    in the series New Perspectives in Philosophical Scholarship:  Texts and Issues, 

    edited by James Duerlinger.

   Articles
   “Simone Weil and the Natural Symbolism of Gender.” in Robert N. Fisher, editor, Becoming

   Persons:  Proceedings of the Second Conference on Persons (Oxford: Applied Theology 

   Press, 1994).

   “The Ethics of Reading.” Grand Valley Review X, (Spring, 1994): 22-27.

   "Mimetic Irony and Plato's Defense of Poetry in the Republic," in Journal for Neoplatonic

    Studies.  Volume V. No. 1, (Fall, 1996), 43-74.

   “Plato’s Conception of the Relation Between Moral Philosophy and Medicine,” Perspectives in 

     Biology and Medicine.  (Summer, 2001).

   “Medicine, Philosophy, and Socrates’ Proposals to Glaucon About Gumnastike in Republic 
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    403b-412b,” forthcoming in Gary Allen Scott, ed., Philosophy in Dialogue: New Studies in 

    Platonic Method (Northwestern University Press, 2005).

   Review of Nalin Ranasinghe, The Soul of Socrates (Cornell University Press, 2000), 

           in International Studies in Philosophy XXXVI, no. 1 (2004), 258-60.

Conference Presentations and Invited Talks
   "The Unity of Plato's Philebus," Philosophy Department Colloquium, Grand Valley State 

    University, February, 1992.

   “Diagnosis and Cure in Plato’s Symposium,” Philosophy Department Colloquium, Grand 
    Valley State University, October, 1992.

   “The Unity of Plato’s Philebus,” January,1993 Meeting of the Pacific Division of the Society 
    of Christian Philosophers, Los Angeles.

   “Simone Weil and the Natural Symbolism of Gender,” at the Second Conference on Persons
    sponsored by The Personalist Forum, St. Mary’s College, South Bend, Indiana, September 

    1993.

   “The Ethics of Reading,” 1994 Ethics Symposium, sponsored by the Grand
    Valley Review and the Honors Program, Grand Valley State University, February 9, 1994.

   “Mimetic Ironies in Plato’s Republic,” invited paper delivered to philosophy faculty and 
     students at Calvin College, March 1, 1994.  Also delivered at the Grand Valley State 

     University Philosophy Department colloquium, March 25, 1994.

   “Republic Book 5 and Feminism,” at the meeting of the Michigan Academy of  Science, Arts 

    & Letters at Michigan State University on March 11, 1994.

   "Mimetic Ironies in Plato's Republic," to the Grand Valley State University Philosophy 

    Department Colloquium, March 25, 1994.

   “World ‘Overpopulation’: What We Didn’t Hear About the Cairo Conference,” presented to 

    the Grand Valley State student Pillar Society meeting on Oct. 21, 1994.

   “God and the Natural Symbolism of Gender,” at the Aquinas College Lunchtime Series, Nov. 

    10, 1994.

   “Socrates, Traditional Morality, and the Will to Power,” to the Grand Valley State University
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    Philosophy Department colloquium, Nov. 13, 1994.

   “Socrates’s Critique of Corrupt Patriarchy in Book 1 of the Republic,” at the Michigan 

    Academy of Science, Arts, & Letters meeting at Ferris State University on March 10, 1995.

   “Beginning to Read the Republic,” to the Grand Valley State Classical Studies Group on April 

    2, 1995.

   “The Method Underlying All Rational Craftsmanship According to Plato’s Late Dialogues,” 

    commenting on Kelly Parker’s paper “Plato’s Influence on Peirce,” before the Grand Valley 

    State University philosophy department colloquium, Sept. 29, 1995.

   “The Fatherhood of God and the Patriarchal Family in History,” to the Grand Valley State 

    student Pillar Society  meeting on Oct. 14, 1995.

   “Mimesis and Catharsis in Book 10 of the Republic,” to the conference on Global and 

    Multicultural  Dimensions of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy and Social Thought, held at 

    State University of New York, Binghamton, New York, Oct. 20-22, 1995, co-sponsored by 

    the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy.

   “God and the Natural Symbolism of Sex,” to the Grand Valley State University Philosophy 

    Department colloquium, Nov. 17, 1995.

   "God and the Natural Symbolism of Sex," to the Midwest regional meeting of the Society of 

    Christian Philosophers at Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa, on March 7-9, 1996

   "Plato and John Acton on Totalitarianism and the Political Uses of Falsehood."  Invited paper 

    to the Acton Academic Seminars sponsored by the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion 

    and Liberty, Grand Rapids, MI, on April 30, 1996.

   "The Therapeutic Significance of Plato's Philebus," invited paper to the Fourth Annual 

    Minnesota Conference on Ancient Philosophy sponsored by the University of Minnesota and 

    the Minnesota Ancient Philosophy Circle, held at Augsburg College, St. Paul, MN, on May 

    11, 1996.

   "Psuche and Eros: Reflections on Some Passages Concerning Eros in Plato's Republic and 

    Symposium," to the conference on Global and Multicultural Dimensions of Ancient and 

    Medieval Philosophy and Social Thought, held at the State University of New York, 

    Binghamton, New York, Oct. 25-27, 1996, co-sponsored by the Society for Ancient Greek 

    Philosophy.

   "Fathers and Sons: A Psychotherapeutic Theme in Plato's Republic," to the conference on 

Mark M. Moes

    Global and Multicultural Dimensions of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy and Social 

    Thought, held at the State University of New York, Binghamton, New York, Oct. 24-26. 1997, 

    co-sponsored by the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy.

   "Resurrection, Reincarnation, and the Immateriality of Thought: Puzzles About and 

    Implications of the View that the Soul is the Substantial Form of the Body."  Delivered to the 

    Annual Retreat of the New York Fellowship at Trinity Retreat Center, New Cornwall, 

    Connecticut on November 15, 1997.
   "Plato's Dialogues and Greek Medicine," to the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy 17th 

    Annual Conference on the Global and Multicultural Dimensions of Ancient and Medieval 

    Philosophy and Social and Literary Thought, held at the State University of New York, 

    Binghamton, New York, Oct. 23-25, 1998.

   “Does Plato’s Comparison Between Philosophy and Medicine Rest on a Mistake?” to the 

    meeting of the Society for the Contemporary Assessment of Platonism at the Pacific Division 

     Meeting of the American Philosophical Society at the Claremont Hotel, Berkeley, California, 

    April 1, 1999.
   Chair and Moderator of a Session on History of Theories of Personhood (Locke, Kant, 

   Aristotle) at the Fifth International Conference on Persons at St. John's College, Santa Fe, New 

   Mexico, held on August 3-8, 1999.

   "True Femininity and False: A Reading of the Refutation of Agathon in Symposium 199c- 

    201c," at the conference “Second Sailing:  Plato for the New Millenium,” the 5th Annual 

    Lewis University Philosophy Conference on February 24-25, 2000, in Chicago, Illinois.  On 

    panel on Feminism with Dr. Julie Ward of Chicago Loyola, and Dr. Catherine McKeen of 

    SUNY Brockport.  Keynote speaker:  Adrian Peperzak.

   “Being and Having: Socrates’ Refutation of Agathon in Symposium 199c-201c,” to the Grand 

    Valley State University Philosophy Department colloquium, April 14, 2000.

   “Spiritual Pregnancy and Plato’s Refutation of Agathon in the Symposium,” to the conference 

    on Global and Multicultural Dimensions of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy and Social 

    Thought, held at the State University of New York, Binghamton, New York, Oct. 27-29. 2000, 

    co-sponsored by the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy.

   “Philosophical and Theological Notes on Friendship and Preferential Love,” Retreat of New 

     Canaan Society, Wequassett Inn, Cape Cod Masachusetts, May 19, 2001.  Delivered in proxy 

     due to a bad cycling injury.

    “Nichomachean Ethics: Book I on Happiness,” talk and seminar with the Grand Forum, June 

      27, 2001.
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    “Medicinal Rhetoric in the Republic: Socrates’ Proposals to Glaucon Concerning Gymnastic 

     Education” delivered at Pyrgos, Greece, ten miles from Olympia, to the 12 International 

     Symposium of the Olympic Center for Philosophy and Culture of Athens, July 30, 2001, first

     day of a five-day conference.

     “Plato’s Medical Philosophy,” talk and seminar with Grand Forum, August 21, 2001.

     “Six Issues Which Must Be Discussed Separately in the Fetal Tissue Debate,” to the Grand 

      Forum, August 28, 2001.

     “The Unity of the Phaedrus in Light of the Parallel Dialectical Structures of 231a-257b and 

      259e-274b,” to the conference on Global and Multicultural Dimensions of Ancient and 

      Medieval Philosophy and Social Thought, the State University of New York, Binghamton, 

      New York, Oct. 26-28, 2001, co-sponsored by the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy.

     “Medicinal Rhetoric in the Republic: Socrates’ Proposals to Glaucon Concerning Gymnastic 

      Education” to the Grand Valley State University Philosophy Department colloquium, 

      November 30, 2001.

    “The Bible and the mythology of Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings: Twenty-Five Parallels,” to a 

      colloquium of the New York Fellowship Leadership Foundation, 232 E. 32nd Street, NY, NY, 

      December 21, 2001.

     “Medicinal Rhetoric in the Republic: Socrates’ Proposals to Glaucon Concerning 

      Gymnastic Education” new version, invited paper to the Tenth Annual Minnesota 

      Conference on Ancient Philosophy sponsored by the University of Minnesota and the 

      Minnesota Ancient Philosophy Circle, held at Heller Hall of the University of Minnesota on 

      April 20, 2002.

     “Friendship in the Classical World and in the Gospel of John,” to a colloquium of the New 

     Canaan Society Spring 2002 Men’s Retreat at Gurney’s Inn, Montauk, Long Island, May 17, 

     2002.

     “The Ring of Power: Tolkien’s Use of Indo-European Myths of Creation, Fall, Redemption, 

     and Apocalypse,” to a colloquium of the New York Fellowship Leadership Foundation, 232 

     E. 32nd Street, NY, NY, December 20, 2002.

     “The Soul-State Analogy in the Republic: The Dialectical Refutation of Bad Politics,” to the 

     11th Annual Minnesota Conference on Ancient Philosophy, sponsored by the Minnestoa 

     Ancient Philosophy Circle, on April 19, 2003 at Heller Hall of the University of Minnesota.
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    “The Soul-State Analogy in the Republic: The Dialectical Refutation of Bad Politics,” to the 

     Second Annual Conference on Conflict Resolution: Religion, Diplomacy, Peace: A Dialogue 

     Among Diplomats, University Presidents, Clergy, and Scholars: Transnational and 

     Comparative Perspectives and Dialogues, at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York 

     City, March 29, 2003.

     “Tolkien, the Bible and the Ring of Power: a Reflection upon the Themes of Creation, Fall, 

     Redemption, and Apocalypse in Tolkien’s Silmarillion and Lord of the Rings” to the Summer 

     2003 Institute of Spirituality at the Dominican Center at Marywood, Grand Rapids, MI, on 

     June 26, 2003.

     “Socratic Discussions of Thumos in the Republic” to the Society for Ancient Greek 

     Philosophy  meeting at Fordham University, Lincoln Center, New York City, on November 2, 

     2003.

     “Thumos as a Leitmotif of the Republic,” peer reviewed paper to the 11th Annual Minnesota 

     Conference on Ancient Philosophy, sponsored by the Minnesota Ancient Philosophy Circle: 

     The Minnestoa, held at the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul,   Minnesota on May 1, 2004.

     “Rules, Virtues, and the Common Good in Republic 423d-427a,” to the International 

     Conference On Ancient and Medieval Philosophy at Fordham University, Lincoln Center, 133 

     W. 60th St., New York, NY on October 24, 2004.

     “Issues in the Relations Between Philosophy and Medicine,” a ninety-minute taped 

     telephone interview with Doctors Leon Piterman and Joachim Sturmberg of the 

     Postgraduate Program in Family Medicine in the Department of General Practice at 

     Monash University, Australia.  My paper “Plato’s Conception of the Relations Between 

     Moral Philosophy and Medicine,” along with the taped interview, is part of the required study 

     material for the Introduction to Family Medicine course in the Program.  Interview questions 

     included: (1) What is Philosophy and how does it help to understand a subject or discipline?  

     (2) How does an understanding of moral philosophy contribute to the understanding and 

     practice of medicine?  (3) What comparisons are to be made between roles of shaman, priest, 

     philosopher, and physician?  (4) What are some influential definitions of health and disease? 

     (5) How does specialization and singularity of interest (e.g. in particular body parts or in 

     molecular biology) fit into or conflict with a holistic philosophy of medicine? (6) What is the 

     common good and is medicine a common good?  (7) What are the social responsibilities of 

     the medical profession?  Two months of preparation and literature review.

     “Tolkien’s Logos: Myth and Morality in the Silmarillion and The Lord of the Rings,” to Lori 

     Witthaus’s class in Scriptures as Literature on March 23, 2004.

     “Tolkien and the Bible,” a reflection upon the themes of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and 
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     Apocalypse in Tolkien’s Silmarillion and Lord of the Rings, discussing both overall plot 

     Parallels with and specific allusions to Biblical texts in these two works, including inquiry 

     into Tolkien’s use of Logos Christology and of the doctrine of the imago Dei in spiritual 

     creatures, and a reflection upon twelve symbolic meanings of the Ring of Power, to the Friday 

     evening meeting of student group CARO (Catholics Aspiring to Reach Others) on April 16, 

     2004.

     "Reading the Classics with C. S. Lewis: The Prayerful Hermeneutics of a Mystic and 

     Scholar," the tenth in a year-long series of talks entitled Praying With the Mystics: 

     Companions for the Journey under the auspices of the Institute of Spirituality at the 

     Dominican Center at Marywood, 2025 East Fulton Street, Grand Rapids, MI, on May 5, 2005.

     "Interpreting Hamlet," a workshop conducted with Roger Ellis and the cast of the 2005 Grand 

      Valley State University Annual Shakespeare festival production of Hamlet, on September 20, 

      2005.

     “Virtues, Rules, and Goods in Republic 345b-350d,” to the International Conference On 

     Ancient and Medieval Philosophy at Fordham University, Lincoln Center Campus, New 

     York, NY on October 15, 2005.

     "Health and the Health Care System: From an Individual Dynamic Balance of Health Model 

     Towards the Health Care Vortex," coauthored by Sturmberg, J.P., Martin, C.M., and Moes, 

     M.,  to the Complexity, Science, & Society Conference, Liverpool, England, 2005 (by proxy).

     "Appreciating Health From a Complex Individual Perspective," coauthored by Sturmberg, 

     J.P., Martin, C.M., and Moes, M., to the 33rd Annual Meeting of the National Association of 

     Primary Care Givers, Quebec, 2005, (by proxy).

     "Virtues, Rules, and Goods: The Craft Analogy in Republic 345b-350d," to the Grand

     Valley State University CLAS Faculty Symposium on February 17th, 2006, held in 

     the Kirkhof Center, GVSU.

     "A Cumulative Case Argument for Theism, With Reference to Hume's Dialogues Concerning 

     Natural Religion," to Catholic Connect, a Grand Rapids Fellowship of young Catholics at 

     Holy Spirit Parish Hall on Wednesday March 22, 2006.

     “Rules, Virtues, and the Common Good: How the Craft Analogy explains Socrates' 

      Intentions in Republic 423d-427a,” delivered at Pyrgos, Greece, to the XVIIth

      International Symposium of the Olympic Center for Philosophy and Culture, July 30-

      August 4, 2006.

     "Is the Craft Analogy at Work in Socrates' Critique of Writing in the Phaedrus?," to 

      the International Conference On Ancient and Medieval Philosophy at Fordham 
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      University, Lincoln Center, 133 W. 60th St., New York, NY on October 21, 2006.

     "Statesmanship and the Craft Analogy in Plato's Republic and Statesman," to the 

      Annual Meeting of the Northeast Political Science Association held in Boston, MA, 

      November 8-12, 2006.

     "The Contemporary Relevance of Plato's Craft Analogy: Newman, Polanyi, and MacIntyre" to 

      Grand Rapids Catholic Men's Reading Group on November 17, 2006.

Manuscripts or Conference Presentations Waiting to be Worked into Form for Submission
   Partial manuscript for a book-length reading of the Republic, entitled The Medicinal Rhetoric 

   of Plato's Republic.

   “Spiritual Pregnancy and Plato’s Refutation of Agathon in the Symposium.” 

   “Dialectic and Medicinal Rhetoric in Four Erotic Dialogues.” 

    “The Unity of the Phaedrus in Light of the Parallel Dialectical Structures of 231a-257b and 

      259e-274b,” delivered at SUNY conference on Ancient Philosophy, October, 2001.

     “Thumos as a Leitmotif of the Republic,” peer reviewed paper to the 11th Annual Minnesota 

     Conference on Ancient Philosophy, sponsored by the Minnesota Ancient Philosophy Circle: 

     The Minnestoa, held at the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul,   Minnesota on May 1, 2004.

     Early stages of a book (or course) entitled (something like) The Craft Analogy 

        Ancient and Modern: Plato, Aristotle, Newman, Polanyi, and MacIntyre.

Conferences and Meetings Attended Without Presenting or Chairing
     "Theology and the New Physics" conference at Calvin College, April 16-17, 1999.

     Symposium on the Relations Between Western Philosophy and Eastern Philosophy, Grand 

     Valley State University, March 16, 2000.

     “The Legacy of Plato’s Timaeus,” conference held at the University of Notre Dame, March 

     30-April 1, 2000.

     Harry Jellema Lectures at Calvin College:  “Scepticism and Religion in Ancient Thought” by 

     Julia Annas of the University of Arizona, April, 12-13, 2000.  

     “Florentine Platonism and Humanism in the Renaissance,” at the Newberry Library Center for 

Mark M. Moes

      Renaissance Studies, Chicago, IL, June 10, 2000.

     “Plato and the Poets,” held at the University of Notre Dame, Sept. 23, 2000.  Keynote 

     speakers John Sallis, Catherine Zuckert, Mary Nichols.

     “Virtue Epistemology,” held at University of Notre Dame, Sept. 22-23, 2000.  Keynote 

     speakers Alasdair MacIntyre, Alvin Plantinga, Julia Annas, Linda Zagzebski.

     Eastern Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association held in New York City, 

     Dec. 27-30, 2000.  Conducted sixteen interviews and attended the meeting of the Society for 

     Ancient  Greek Philosophy (Brad Inwood and Julius Moravcsik), the meeting of the Society 

     of Christian Philosophers (John Caputo and Nicholas Woltersdorff), book discussion of 

     Charles Kahn’s Plato and the Socratic Dialogue (Christopher Rowe, Sarah Broadie, Charles 

     Kahn).

     Notre Dame Conference on Teaching the Great Books, sponsored by the Notre Dame Program 

     of Liberal Studies, April 4-5, 2001.

     Seventh Annual Conference of the Association for Core Texts and Courses:  “The Wider 

     World of Core Texts and Courses,” April 5-8, 2001.

     Calvin College Fall Conference: Biology and Human Purpose: Altruism, Morality, and 

     Human Nature In Evolutionary Theory, November 7-9, 2002.

     Russell Kirk Center Conference on Alexander Solzhenitzen, John Henry Newman, and G.K. 

     Chesterton in Mecosta, MI, on April 12, 2003.

     Colloquium on Leo Tolstoi’s “Death of Ivan Ilych” held by the General Program of Liberal 

     Studies of The University of Notre Dame, June 7, 2003.

     Attended Philsophy of Math Reading Group on Morris Kline's Mathematics: The Loss of 

     Certainty, Fall 2003.

     Audited in its entirety Jacob Heidenreich’s course in the Math department: Logic and the 

     Infinite, an introduction to set theory, model theory, transfinite mathematics, and the 

     philosophical puzzles related to the Lowenheim-Skolem theorem, Winter 2004.

     “Science, Philosophy, Ethics,” conference held at the De Vos Campus auditorium on April 3, 

     2004.

     “Plato’s Statesman: A Notre Dame Workshop on Ancient Philosophy,” held at the University 

     of Notre Dame on September 17-18, 2004.
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     “Russell Kirk, Theology and the American Founders,” conference held at the Russell Kirk 

     Center in Mecosta, Michigan on Sept. 25, 2004, included talks by Arminian Orthodox 

     theologian Vegan Gourian on the theology of Kirk’s ghost stories.

     “Why Science Does Not Threaten Consciousness, Freedom, or Miracles,” presentation by 

     Steven Horst, philosopher of mind and chairman of Philosophy at Wesleyan University of 

     Connecticut, at Calvin College on Oct. 8, 2004.

     Seminars on Comparative Religion held by Peter Kreeft at King’s College, New York City on 

     Oct. 27, 2004 and Nov. 3, 2004.

     Workshop: "Praying With Saint John of the Cross," eighth in a year-long series of talks 

     entitled Praying With the Mystics: Companions for the Journey under the auspices of the 

     Institute of Spirituality at the Dominican Center at Marywood, 2025 East Fulton Street, Grand 

     Rapids, MI, on March 17, 2005.

     Workshop: "Praying With Saint Teresa of Lisieux," ninth in a year-long series of talks entitled 

     Praying With the Mystics: Companions for the Journey under the auspices of the Institute of 

     Spirituality at the Dominican Center at Marywood, 2025 East Fulton Street, Grand Rapids, 

     MI, on April 21, 2005.

     Attended Philosophy of Math Reading group discussing Platonism and Anti-Platonism in 

     Mathematics by Mark Balaguer, Fall 2005.

     Seminar on "Evolutionary Psychology and Scripture Scholarship: More Similar Than You 

     Might Have Thought," by Alvin Plantinga, at the Conference The "Nature" of Belief: 

     Evolutionary Explanation, Biological Function, and Divine Purpose, hosted by Alvin 

     Plantinga (University of Notre Dame), and Jeffrey Schloss (Westmont College), at Calvin 

     College, November 5, 2005.

     Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy at the Eastern Division Meeting of the American 

     Philosophical Association, Thursday, December 29, 2005, 9am-12pm, in the Clinton Suite of 

     the New York Hilton.  Chair, Tony Preuss, Binghamton U.; Hallvard Fossheim, U. of Oslo, 

     "On Plato's Use of Socrates as a Character in his Dialogues"; Havard Lokke, U. of Oslo, "True 

      and False Emotions in the Philebus"; Thornton Lockwood, Fordham University, "Phusis and 

      Nomos in Aristotle's Ethics."

      Audited Mark Pestana's Metaphysics course Fall, 2005

      GVSU Philosophy of Mathematics Reading Group, meeting weekly during the 

      Winter 2006 semester, discussing George Lakoff and Rafael Nunez, Where 

      Mathematics Comes From: How the Embodied Mind Brings Mathematics into Being.
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      Peter Jones 300-level Classics class, translating Euripides' Ion from the Greek, 

      meeting three times weekly during the Winter 2006 semester.

      Grand Dialogue in Science and Religion, a Spring Conference on April 1, 2006, at the 

      Loosemore Auditorium, Grand Valley State University, Robert C. Pew Grand Rapids 

      Campus.  Keynote Address "Darwin, Intelligence, and Religion: How Much Can 

      Evolution Explain?" by John Haught, Georgetown University, and breakout sessions.

Other Activities
     Book Manuscript Referee for Peter Lang Press, book called Endoxic Method in Ethics by 

Sherwin Kline, 1999.

     Referee for journal Ancient Philosophy, refereed paper on Timaeus and on Symposium, 1999.

     Gave presentations "J.R.R. Tolkien's epic romance as a retelling of the Bible" to Grand 

     Rapids Homeschooling groups, December, 1999.

     Study in May 1999 of all papers published by Alasdair MacIntyre between 1991 and 1998.

     Ongoing study of the works of Hegel and philosopher of history Christopher Dawson, in 

     connection with my Philosophy of History Course.

     Careful reading of Husserl’s Logical Investigations and of four books on Husserl by James 

     Mensch and two by Robert Sokolowski, Spring and Summer 2001.

     Study of three books on Heidegger by John Caputo, Spring 2001. 

     Three-week trip to Greece and Rome, July 27 to August 16:  meetings in Athens with 

     Athenian philosopher of science Evangelios Geronikolas  Attended conference on Greek 

     philosophy and medicine in Pyrgos in Peloponnese.  Visited museum and ruins at old 

     Olympia, Acropolis, Archaeological Museum, Piraeus, Epidauros, Mycenae, Pylos in the 

     Argolid, Eleusis, and island of Aegina, including monastery of Saint Nektarios.  In Rome, 

     visited Vatican, Capitoline Hill, Forum and Colisseum,  Church of San Clemente, the 

     Aventine at Santa Sabina, Trastavere and the Jewish Ghetto, viewed frescos, paintings.  Day 

     trip to Florence to see art of the Renaissance.

     Study review of Athenazae: An Introduction to Ancient Greek, Book I, Summer 2001.

    Participation in Diane Rayor’s advanced Greek translation seminar, translating excerpts from

     Hesiod’s Works and Days, Sophocles’ Philoctetes, Book I of Herodotus’ History, Fall 

     Semester, 2001.
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     Reader’s Report for Rowman &  Littlefield on manuscript Plato’s Forms:  Varieties of 

     Interpretation, summer 2001.

     Reader’s Report on Ben Hutchins’ “The Conservative Self” for Annette Kirk and The 

     University  Bookman, Fall, 2001.

     Refereeing of “The Role of Thumos in Plato’s Psychology,” for Ancient Philosophy, 

     December, 2001, January 2002.

     Philosophical Apprenticeship Program with Mike Swartz, Winter, 2002.

     Study review of Athenazae: An Introduction to Ancient Greek, Book II, Summer 2002.

     Philosophical Apprenticeship Program with Christopher Barker, Winter, 2003.

     Bronze II student of dance (Ballroom and Latin) at Arthur Murray Dance Studio, Grand 

     Rapids, Michigan, summer 2002-Fall 2005.

     Refereed and composed reader report for Edwin Mellen Press on a 700-page manuscript by 

     Professor Martha Beck entitled Plato’s Dialogues and Greek Tragedy.

     Prepared a draft of a paper in collaboration with Joachim Sturmberg, entitled “From Socrates 

     to the 21st Century—Health is a Question of Personal Experience.”  Reworked the paper after 

     Sturmberg added his contributions, Winter 2005.

     Review study of the philosophy of Wilfrid Sellars, Winter 2004.

     Study of the last fifteen years of annual Aquinas Lectures at Marquette University

     Read 360 out of 400 pages of the Oxford Greek text of Plato's Republic before the end of 

     2004-5 sabbatical in August 2005.

     Prepared new lectures on Plato's Parmenides, Theaetetus, and Statesman for Fall 2005 

     Ancient Philosophy course.

Ph.D. Dissertation
   Plato’s Dialogue Form and the Cure of the Soul
Ph.D. Committee
   Kenneth Sayre, Director;  Alasdair MacIntyre, David Burrell, David O’Connor.
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Specialized Oral Examination
   Topic:
History of Ethics and Contemporary Approaches to Ethics

   Director:
Professor Kenneth Sayre

Written Comprehensive Exams
   History of Science (grade:  excellent).  History of Philosophy.  Epistemology and Philosophy 
   of Science.  Ethics and Political Philosophy.

Graduate Courses and Seminars 
   At University of Notre Dame:
   History of Physical Theory (M. Crowe) 

Ethical Theory (D. Solomon)

   Religion and Science (E. McMullin)
 
Philosophy of Mind (K. Sayre)

   19th Century Biology (P. Sloan)


Aquinas and Boethius (R. McInerny)

   Symbolic Logic I (P. Maddy)


Teaching Philosophy (V. McKim)

   Intermediate Logic (P. Maddy)


Teaching Practicum (V. McKim)

   Analytic Philosophy (V. McKim)


Audits:

   History of Philosophy of Science (E. McMullin)
Consequentialism (M. Wachsberg)

   Philosophy of the Social Sciences (V. McKim)
Wittgenstein (K. Sayre)

   Kant’s First Critique  (K. Ameriks)


Absolutes in Ethics (J. Garcia)

   Philosophy of Science (E. McMullin)

Philosophy of Language (Wettstein)

   Directed Readings in Plato (R. McClelland)
Plato (K. Sayre)

   Topics in Epistemology (R. Foley)


Episodes in Ethics (A. McIntyre)


At Aquinas Institute
   Biblical Studies I (P. Kjeseth)


Agnosticism & Atheism (R. Powell) 

   History of Spirituality (R. Weber, O.P.)

Hebrew Wisdom Literature

   Grace and Revelation (T. O’Meara, O.P.)

Christology (D. Goergen, O.P.)

   Medical Moral Problems (B. Ashley, O.P.)

Moral Thinking (R. Powell O.P.)

   Biblical Studies II (P. Kjeseth)


Philosophy of Religion (C. Kiesling)

   Writings of Saint Paul (B. Viviano, O.P.)

Patristics (R. Weber, O.P.)

   Comprehensive Exam Topics at Aquinas
   (1) Concept of Inspiration

   (2) Hermeneutics (theory of meaning; senses of Scripture; source criticism, form criticism;
         traditional-historical criticism; nature and history of doctrine)

   (3) Philosophy of Time (J.T. Fraser’s philosophy of the physics and metaphysics of time;
         biblical notions of time)
   (4) Rahner’s trinitarian theology

   (5) Aquinas’ theory of analogy
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   Tutorials at Centre for Medieval & Renaissance Studies, Oxford, England
   Readings in Patristics (P. Jones)

   Study of the Bible in the Middle Ages (Beryl Smalley)

Languages
   Reading knowledge of Greek.  Reading knowledge and some speaking competence in German. 
   Passed reading exams in French and German.

Other Information
Membership in Professional Organizations
  American Philosophical Association

  Society of Ancient Greek Philosophy

  American Catholic Philosophical Association

  Fellowship of Catholic Scholars

  Michigan Academy of Arts and Sciences

Membership in Community Organizations
   Member Grand Rapids Philosophic Theology Reading Group, 1992-96.

   Member Cell Group System at Saint Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1992-97.
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   Professor David O’Connor, Department of Philosophy, University of Notre Dame

   Professor Steven Horst, Department of Philosophy, Wesleyan University, Connecticut

   Kerry Koller, President, Trinity Prep School, South Bend, IN; Ph.D. in Philosophy from

University of Notre Dame

   Professor Mark Pestana, Department of Philosophy, Grand Valley State University

