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Students Launch Grand Valley Journal of History
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At the instigation of undergraduate history major Akshay Sarathi, Grand Valley students have founded the Grand Valley Journal of History, a student-run publication devoted to undergraduate historical research.  Students will edit and publish the journal, which will be hosted by the Scholar Works @ GVSU institutional repository, which is administered by Zumberge Library.  A faculty supervisory board will advise the students; students on the editorial board are currently enrolled in HST 380:  History Journal, taught by Professor Cataldo.

Submissions from any discipline that are historical in nature are welcome.  The editors write, “The ultimate aim of the journal is to provide all undergraduate scholars, regardless of specialization or interest, with a forum to explore different methods of studying the past.”  Akshay Sarathi is the Editor-in-Chief; Cade Wilson is Assistant Editor.  The Editorial Board consists of Jon Garcia, Riley O’Brien, Hayley Pangle, Kevin Spaans, and Paul Westdale.  The General Secretary is Krysta Zakrzewski.  Courtney Hobart and Joseph Swartz are in charge of public relations.
For more information, see http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/gvjh/
New History Curriculum for 2012-2013

Beginning in August 2012, all new history majors will take the new history curriculum approved last year.  Current students might have realized this:  Some of the new courses are already listed in the on-line catalog (as well as new titles for old courses), and it has begun to affect students wanting to add courses.  

The changes do not change the requirements for current majors, and they do not affect the History Department’s General Education offerings, which remain the same; the History Minor, which is unchanged; or the Group Social Studies major, which is likewise unchanged.

How the changes do affect history majors:  In the new curriculum students taking HST 495 must have taken two sections of a new course, HST 400:  Junior Seminar in History (or one section of HST 400 and HST 498:  Senior Thesis).  The Banner system is currently enforcing this prerequisite!  If you have a problem registering, contact the department at hstdept@gvsu.edu, and you will receive a prerequisite override.  There are other complications:  Next year, students needing to take HST 300 will have to take HST 200 instead.

The new curriculum offers a greater variety of courses (adding many courses in Asian, African, Middle Eastern, and European history—a total of seventeen new courses are being added) and stresses research and writing skills.  In addition, the curriculum makes greater use of 200-level courses, including shifting the current required Writing History course from HST 300 to HST 200.  The new HST 200 will be a prerequisite for the required HST 400 seminars.  The new Junior Seminar (HST 400) represents a much greater commitment to requiring research and writing of undergraduates.  

Following are some of the new courses that will be offered in Fall 2012:
HST 207: European History to the Late Middle Ages: An historical survey focusing on the development of European civilization from Classical Greece to the Later Middle Ages. This course will explore the intellectual, social, religious, political and cultural aspects of the formation of Europe. Fulfills the Historical Perspectives requirement. (Professor Chapman)
HST 212: Indian Civilization c. 2500 B.C.E to 1500 C.E.:This course examines Ancient and Medieval India both chronologically and thematically, and explores the rise and fall of its civilizations, kingdoms and dynasties. In tracing the political developments, the course emphasizes the rich and diverse culture of human experiences that have shaped a relatively unique civilization in South Asia.  (Professor Wangdi)
HST 235: Africa in World History: Surveys the African continent from pre-history to the present. The course introduces students to the study of Africa from a global perspective and will focus on major issues in African history. Topics will include human origin, migration, technology, slavery, Christianity, Islam, colonization and independence. (Professor Eaton)
HST 307:  United States in the Age of Globalization: Thematic survey of the United States since the Vietnam War, with focus on political, social, cultural, intellectual, and economic trends, in particular the impact of globalization and the end of the Cold War, industrial and technological change, multiculturalism, consumerism and the mass media, and the ascendancy of conservatism.  (Professor Murphy)
HST 343: History of South Africa: Examines the political, social and economic history of South Africa from the late seventeenth century to the early 1990s. The course will analyze the forces that created modern South Africa, particularly European conquest and colonization; mineral discoveries; industrialization; Apartheid; religion and the Dutch Reformed Church, and African resistance. (Professor Eaton)
HST 339: Modern Iran: This course is a study of the major developments in the history of Iran from the Qajar shahs to the current Islamic Republic, concentrating on the relationship between state and society by highlighting religious, political, and cultural developments in modern Iran.  (Professor Lingwood)
Summary of the new major requirements:
(for students declaring their major beginning in Fall 2012)
	Foundation Courses (9 credit hours)
	Take any 3 courses at 200 level



	Writing History (3 credit hours)
	HST 200 (prerequisite for HST 400)



	Upper-level Content Courses (18 credit hours)
	Take 6 courses at the 300-level,

     with at least 1 U.S., 1 European, and 1 

     Non-Western



	Junior Seminars (6 credit hours)
	Take 2 sections of HST 400 (prerequisite 

     for HST 495); 

     (or take 1 section of HST 400 and HST

     498: Senior Thesis)



	Capstone (3 credit hours)
	HST 495



	Total (39 credit hours)
	13 courses (3 credits each)


Curriculum news…

Hauenstein Center Offers New Course 
in Presidential History in Fall 2012
HST 380: The American Presidency and Leadership:  Traditionally, people became leaders either through conquest or dynastic succession. The establishment of the United States contributed to a sea change in leadership. From the founding period to the late 1800s, an increasingly democratic polity with a robust civil society fostered the virtues of cooperation, flexibility, adaptability, and compromise – often to a greater degree than found elsewhere in the 18th and 19th centuries. In this seminar, Grand Valley President Emeritus Arend Lubbers and Hauenstein Center Director Gleaves Whitney look at American leaders and their leadership styles in historical context. Special attention will be given to U.S. presidents from George Washington to Theodore Roosevelt since they provide a treasure trove of insights and case studies in the examination of leadership prior to the 20th century.
 
The fall course is the first of a two-semester sequence on American leadership and the presidency. The second half of the course will be offered in Fall 2013 and cover American leadership and the presidency from Theodore Roosevelt to Barack Obama.
Upcoming courses…Fall 2012
HST 339 Modern Iran:  Perhaps no other country will have a greater role in shaping future events in the Middle East than Iran. Just three decades removed from a political and religious revolution that ended a 2,500-year tradition of monarchy, the Islamic Republic of Iran has emerged as a regional power, albeit one whose complex social, cultural, and religious traditions are often misunderstood by observers in the West.  By examining the past two centuries of Iranian history, this course offers newer and richer perspectives on Iran, particularly on the events and trends that preceded its political transformation from a western-backed monarchy to an Islamic theocracy based on clerical rule. Topics to be examined:  sovereignty, nationalism, modernization, economic development, popular dissent, political revolution, Islamism, civil society, feminism, mass communications, and democracy. Special attention will be paid to the emergence of religion as a social force in Iranian society, especially as it relates to the Iranian Revolution of 1978-79 and the creation of the Islamic Republic. Students will study the major historiographical questions and theoretical approaches applied by scholars to the study of modern Iran.  For further information, contact Professor Lingwood (lingwoch@gvsu.edu).
HST 380-01: Museum Studies: Examines the history and organization of museums; the operation and multiple functions of museums in American society; and political, legal, and ethical issues that confront museum professionals and other scholars working with material culture. Through applied projects, students explore practical concerns such as exhibition, education, collections management, and conservation.  For further information, contact Professor Melissa Morison (morisonm@gvsu.edu). 
Theta Club News
MOVIE NIGHT:   December 1st, 2011
Come and join us for a Theta Movie Night!
Who:  Everyone Welcome
What: Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventure with free pizza and soda
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When:  Thursday, Dec. 1st  at 9:00 PM, MAK D-1-141
  Other Theta Club Events for winter semester 2012
Quiz Bowl 2012 
Get teams together now for the second annual quiz bowl. Prizes and bragging rights as champions
T-Shirt Design Contest 
Winter semester we will have a T-Shirt design contest for Theta Club. Anyone can enter a design and there will be a generous prize for the winner!

Medieval Games Night
Join us for Medieval Games Night, fun food, and the best games of the millennium!

Time and place TBA.

Join Theta!
 
Sign up on STUEY and become a member now to receive emails and event reminders.
Stay informed:  Check Theta Board outside the History office.
Phi Alpha Theta News
Congratulations to GVSU students: Patrick Anderson and Akshay Sarathi!
Patrick Anderson and Akshay Sarathi have been accepted to present research papers at the 2012 Biennial Convention of Phi Alpha Theta this January in Orlando, Florida. This is an honor and a wonderful opportunity to showcase independent research and present it at the national level. 
Would you like to have this opportunity? Here is how:
Join the History Honor Society, Phi Alpha Theta!
Interested in becoming a member of the history honor society?  Consider applying for the honor society this year.  It is a wonderful opportunity, and your membership in the honor society will appear on your diploma at graduation.
WHAT IS PHI ALPHA THETA?  Phi Alpha Theta, the national history honor society, promotes the study of history by honoring students who have maintained high academic standards throughout their college careers.  The national chapter of Phi Alpha Theta has scholarships and grants available for students. Members of Phi Alpha Theta are eligible to wear and honor cord at graduation. 
DO I QUALIFY?
Requirements include meeting both of these standards:
1. Completion of at least four history classes (12 hours) at GVSU.
2. GPA of at least 3.25 overall as well as 3.25 in History classes.
Deadline: February 15, 2012
Application includes turning in full name, contact details including mailing address and email plus a copy of transcripts to the history office by February 15, 2012.
For more information, contact contact Professor Chapman (chapmali@gvsu.edu).
Please watch the Theta Club board outside the History office for upcoming opportunities for presenting papers at conferences, scholarship and fellowship opportunities.
Turkey Study Abroad:  Spring Semester, 2012
Professor Goode will lead a group of students in a Study Abroad program in  Ankara, Turkey from May 5 through June 8, 2012.  Students will stay in downtown Ankara, close to ancient artifacts and the tomb of Ataturk as well as the city’s business center and covered market.  Ankara is not far from the ancient site of Troy, Ephesus (the center of early Christianity), the Aegean Sea, and Istanbul.  Students will enroll in MES 383:  Contemporary Issues in Turkish Society (3 credits), taught by faculty from the prestigious Middle East Technical University, and HST 394:  Survey of Turkish History (3 credits), taught by Professor Goode.

All students are eligible and financial aid opportunities are available; the one-credit MES 385 in Winter 2012 is a prerequisite.  To apply, go to www.gvsu.edu/studyabroad.  Completed applications must be submitted by February 1, 2012.  For further information, contact Professor Goode (goodej@gvsu.edu; and 616-331-3184). 
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

GVSU McNair Scholars Program
The GVSU McNair Scholars Program helps academically talented students from traditionally underserved backgrounds reach their potential by earning an advanced graduate degree.  The federally funded program (part of TRiO) provides academic counseling, financial aid assistance, mentoring, research opportunities, seminars, summer internships, tutoring, and more.  Each student is matched with a faculty mentor and conducts research, which is presented at a McNair research conference.


The program serves highly talented undergraduate students from all disciplines whose parents have no 4-year college degree and are low-income, or groups under-represented at the graduate level for doctoral studies.  The McNair Scholars receive help with the graduate school application process in their senior year.
For details, go to 230 STU, call Dolli Lutes at 616-331-3441, or see http://www.gvsu.edu/mcnair/.


Summer Scholars

The Student Summer Scholars Program (S3) provides funds for a student and faculty mentor to devote twelve weeks to a research and/or creative project during the spring/summer semester.  Generally, S3 Grants provide a student stipend, faculty stipend, and a small budget for supplies.  Grants do not exceed $6,000.  The aim is to combine academics, field work, and a reflection as preparation for graduate school and future careers.  
Proposals are currently being accepted.  Students will need to define a project with a mentor, provide a narrative of the research that both the student and faculty member will complete and assess the feasibility of the project.   All undergraduates are eligible.  Apply by January 27, 2012.  

See http://www.gvsu.edu/ours/s3/ for details.

Student Scholars Day:  Registration opens January 31, 2011

Student Scholars Day (SSD) is held once each year to celebrate the scholarship and creative work performed by GVSU students.  The day showcases faculty-mentored student work.  Students can propose oral presentations, discussion and panel sessions, fine arts exhibits, performances, and poster presentations based on work they have done at GVSU with a mentor as part of a course or as an independent collaboration. 
The Sixteenth Annual  Student Scholars Day will be held Wednesday, April 11, 2012.  In the past, over 600 students have participated.  Direct questions to the Office of Integrative Learning at ssd@gvsu.edu.  Registration opens January 30, 2012 and closes February 17.  See http://www.gvsu.edu/ssd/ for details.
HISTORY DEPARTMENT WEBSITE:  Please see our website for information about internships, career opportunities, course descriptions and guides to the HST and SST major.  Much of this information is available at the "Student" button on the History Department website (http://www.gvsu.edu/history/). 
OFFICE OF FELLOWSHIPS FOR ALL STUDENTS
The university has created a new Office of Fellowships (NMH 126).  Director Amanda Cuevas and her assistant Jackie Dickinson provide scholarship & fellowship advising services to GVSU students and alumni.  If you are interested in learning more about nationally competitive scholarships and fellowships, visit this office early in your career at GVSU.  The office will help you match potential award opportunities with your strengths, interests and ambitions, and will assist you in designing a game plan to best help you attain the fellowship goals that you set for yourself.  Visit:  http://www.gvsu.edu/fellowships/ or call 331-3219 or e-mail fellowships@gvsu.edu.

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES
If a course requires a registration permit, is closed, or prevents registration based on major, class, prerequisite, etc., you must contact the History Department to request an electronic permit or waiver.  Go to the History Department website for overrides and permits of any sort.  Click on the “Permits” link on the lefthand side of the screen.  Complete the Permit Request Form (by copying to a word document) and e-mail it to hstdept@gvsu.edu.  For all closed class permits, you will also need the permission of the instructor (request an e-mail from them and forward it with your form).  Once the electronic override is entered into the Banner system, you can register.  The issuance of an electronic override does not automatically register you for the course.

FACULTY NEWS

Professor Jason Crouthamel presented a paper entitled “The Impact of the First World War on Germany’s Sexual Reform Movement" at the First World War in a Gender Context International Conference at the University of Vienna, Sept. 29, 2011.

Professor James Goode gave the inaugural lecture in a series on Islam and America at First Congregational Church in Muskegon on September 25, 2011.

Professor Sean O’Neill gave a talk on “John Adams and the Indians” to the Rotary Club of Grand Haven.
Professor Gary Stark developed a short summer study abroad program in Berlin, Warsaw, and Krakow that will examine “Memory, Monuments, and History.”  It is designed for Honors freshmen and is scheduled for July 2012.  His book, Banned in Berlin:  Literary Censorship in Imperial Germany, 1871-1918 will be issued in paperback in January 2012.

Faculty Publications:

Jason Crouthamel, "Cross-Dressing for the Fatherland: Sexual Humour, Masculinity and German soldiers in the First World War," First World War Studies, 2:2 (Oct. 2011).  

James Goode, “Some Thoughts on the Arab Uprisings and American Policy in the Middle East,” Passport:  The Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations Review (Sept. 2011).
Chad G. Lingwood, “‘The Qebla of Jami is None Other Than Tabriz’: ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami and Naqshbandi Sufism at the Aq Qoyunlu Royal Court,” Journal of Persianate Studies 4, no. 2 (2011): 233-45.
Questions or Suggestions?  We hope you find this newsletter, published in the fall and winter terms, interesting.  Is there information you would like to see?  What is missing?  Please contact Professor Murphy at (murphyp@gvsu.edu).
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