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Fall, 2011
Dear Fellow History Teacher,

Welcome to the 2012 National History Day contest.  The Grand Valley State University History Department will again sponsor the western Michigan regional History Day contest, as it has for more than three decades.  

Two hundred sixty History Day students competed in our West Michigan region in 2011.  Sixty-nine students advanced to the state competition in forty-two entries, and eighteen entries from our region went to the national contest in College Park, Maryland.  Nine Michigan entries advanced to the final round of judging, more than have ever advanced before, and six of those nine entries started at the Regional contest here at GVSU.  We hope that all who participated last year enjoyed their experience so much that they will enter again this year along with the many new students we hope to attract.
The theme for 2012 is “Revolution, Reaction, Reform in History.”  Students may compete as individuals in the paper category or as individuals or groups in exhibits, documentaries, performances or websites.  The website category again separates individual and group entries for judging and advancement this year.  Students in the Junior category (grades 6-8) compete separately from those in the Senior category (grades 9-12).  Students who enter at the Youth level (grades 4-5) may or may not advance to the state competition depending on the number and quality of the entries.  The state coordinators do not want us to automatically advance all Youth entries.
The West Michigan Regional Contest will take place on Saturday, March 17, 2012, at the Kirkhof Center of Grand Valley State University Allendale campus.  The top three winners in each category will be eligible to attend the state contest in late April at a location yet to be determined.  

The registration deadline for our March 17 regional contest is February 13.  A seven-dollar per student fee must accompany each registration.  Historical papers and websites, posted on “Weebly,” are due by February 27.  Papers must be delivered to the GVSU History Department by five o’clock on this day--not just postmarked.  Please respect these deadlines.  This is a contest and I would hate to eliminate an entry because of a missed deadline, but it is only fair that all conform to the rules.  Thank you in advance.
If you have any questions, please contact me at the GVSU History Department by calling (616) 331-3298 or e-mailing me at oneills@gvsu.edu.  I do have several copies of the 2012 Revolution, Reaction, Reform in History curriculum book this year.  You can download or print a copy of the curriculum book, along with other great materials, at the NHD website, http://www.nhd.org/.  The Historical Society of Michigan website, www.hsmichigan.org, has the current Michigan History Day Teacher/Student Guide, which you can download.  The HSM website includes contest dates and a registration form as well as a link to the National History Day website.

History Day offers students an exciting opportunity to practice historical thinking, gain historical knowledge, and learn new skills for presenting information.  I hope you and your students will be interested in participating.

Sincerely,
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Sean O'Neill

Professor of History
Regional Michigan History Day Coordinator
(616) 331-3325
1 Campus Drive ∙ Department of History ∙ Allendale MI 49401 ∙ 616.331.3298
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