HNR 217: The Making of Europe I: The Early Middle Ages

Fall 2007
Tues. & Thurs. 10:00-11:15, NMR 142

Course Coordinator: Dr. Lockerd, Dept. of English
Office Hours:  Mon. & Wed. 1-4; Tues. & Thurs. 2-4, LHH 125
Phones: 331-2545 (NMR) / 331-3575 (LHH)

E-mail:   lockerdb@gvsu.edu


Other Course Faculty:


Dr. McGee, Honors College, 174 NMR, 331-2923, mcgeed@gvsu.edu


Dr. Devlin, Dept. of History, 1051 MAK, 331-3420, devlind@gvsu.edu

Dr. Pestana, Dept. of Philosophy, 216 LSH, 331-3075, pestanam@gvsu.edu
Texts:



Vernon Bourke, ed. The Essential Augustine
Brian Tierney, The Middle Ages; Sources of Medieval History, vol. 1

Brian Tierney, Western Europe in the Middle Ages


Maynard Mack, ed., The Norton Anthology of World Masterpieces 8th ed., vol. 1

Marilyn Stokstad, Medieval Art, 2nd ed.
  
Compact Disc Set: Les Très Riches Heures du Moyen Age: A Medieval Journey

Heffernan, Writing: A College Handbook  

A college dictionary

Course Design:


This is the first course in a 4-course sequence that will address the development of European culture from the end of the Roman Empire to the beginning of the modern era.  This first course seeks to give students knowledge of the late Roman Empire, the early Christian Church, The Germanic Peoples and the early development of Islam. In short, students in this course enter into a study of the early Middle Ages, from about 450 A.D. to about 1100 A.D.  The approach of the course will be interdisciplinary, with professors from all the major disciplines within the Humanities.  In this way, we hope to achieve a comprehensive view of the development of Western civilization during this period.


Each semester of the Making of Europe sequence involves all four disciplines, but each of the four semesters also focuses particularly on one of the four disciplines, as follows:


--HNR 217: History


--HNR 218: Philosophy


--HNR 227: Art


--HNR 228: Literature

Exams:


There will be two exams during the course of the semester and a Final Exam.  Each will include both short-answer questions to test your grasp of basic information and essay questions to test your ability to analyze and synthesize the information.

Papers:


The initial paper will be on a set historical topic.  You will write an analytical paper that focuses a historical document (handout).   Length: 3-5 pages. 


You will choose the topic for the second paper but must have it approved by one of the professors. Length: 5-8 pages.  The paper must cite at least five print sources outside the course texts. (Internet sources in addition to these may also be cited, but be sure they are authoritative sources.) 


--For each paper, you will submit a complete draft, which will be read, commented on, and graded by the appropriate professor.  The grade on the revised essay cannot go up more than one mark from the grade on the draft (e.g. if the draft received a grade of B-, the highest possible final grade would be an A-).


--Each essay for this course must put forward and defend a thesis.


--Penalty for late submissions: one letter grade

Daily work:


It will be very important to keep up on reading (and listening) assignments.  Occasional pop quizzes may be given.  You will also be expected to participate in class discussions (but remember that this is a large class, so don’t dominate the discussion—leave room for others and encourage others to speak).  Two absences are allowed.  Further absences may result in a grade reduction.  

Activities outside the classroom:


You are also expected to participate in activities outside of class that relate to the subject matter of the course.  There will be two required activities this semester: attendance at the play put on as part of the Shakespeare Festival at GVSU, and attendance at the lecture on Oct. 5 (see details below).  In addition, you will be expected to choose at least two other relevant activities during the semester.  Possibilities include musical performances, art exhibits, other plays, etc. If you hear of something, tell the class and organize group attendance.  You are required to enjoy these activities.

Grading:


--Paper 1: 10%


--Paper 2: 30%


--1st exam: 10%


--2nd exam: 10%


--Final exam: 30%


--Daily work (quizzes, attendance, participation, outside activities etc.): 10%

TOPIC OUTLINE—HNR 217, fall 2007
Aug. 28 tu
Course Introduction.  History

Aug. 30 th
History: Tierney, Chapters 1 and 2; sourcebook #1 and #2
Sept. 4 tu
NO CLASS—Labor Day

Sept. 6 th
History: Tierney, Chapter 3; sourcebook #5, #7, and #8
Sept. 11 tu
Literature: Aeneid, Books I and II  (in Norton Anthology, pp. 926 ff.)
Sept. 13 th
Lit.: Aeneid, selections in Norton from Books IV, VI, VIII, & XII
Sept. 18 tu 
 History: sourcebook #6, #19, and #20
Sept. 20 th
History: Tierney, Chapter 4; sourcebook #10 and #11 
Sept. 25 tu
History: Tierney, Chapter 5; sourcebook #18 
Sept. 27 th
History: Tierney, Chapter 6; sourcebook #24 and #25
Oct. 2 tu
History: Tierney, Chapter 7; sourcebook #26 and #27


Topic approval deadline: History Paper
Oct. 4 th
History: Tierney, Chapters 8 & 9; sourcebook #32, #33, and #34  
Oct. 5 fr
Shakespeare Festival Lecture, Dr. James Shapiro, “Seven Weeks in the Life of Shakespeare,” Kirkhof Center 204, 4:00 p.m.
Oct. 9 tu
History: Tierney, Chapter 10; sourcebook #37 and #38


Draft of History Paper due
Oct. 11 th
Exam: History
Oct. 16 tu
Philosophy: Introduction to Medieval Philosophy and Theology
Oct. 18 th
Philosophy: Augustine,
      Friday October 20 







                              Last Day to Drop @ 5 pm

Oct. 23 tu
Philosophy: Augustine, 
Oct. 25 th
Philosophy: Augustine, 
Oct. 30 tu
Art: Roman—Christian 
Nov. 1 th
Art: Byzantine

2nd paper: Topic approval deadline

Nov. 6 tu 
Philosophy/Theology/History: Introduction to Islam. 




Tierney, 121-127, 241-246, 251-261, 411-413 

Nov. 8 th
Philosophy/Theology/History/Art: Islam Cont. 

Nov. 13 tu
Art: Medieval   

Nov. 15 th
Art: Medieval 

Draft of 2nd paper due

Nov. 20
Exam: Art and Philosophy


Nov. 22
NO CLASS—Thanksgiving 

Nov. 27 tu
Lit.: Beowulf 

Nov. 29 th
Lit.: Beowulf 

 

Dec. 4 tu
Music: chant, CD 1

2nd Paper due

Dec. 6 th
Music: chant, CD 2
FINAL EXAM WEDNESDAY Dec. 12 @ 8:00-9:50 (Nota Bene the day & time)  




Short answer: lit. and music




Essay: comprehensive interdisciplinary topic 

