Steps to Success in the Meijer Honors College

The Meijer Honors College wants you to excel, and has designed the following steps to acclimate you to college and get you ready to hit the ground running.  You are already taking the first step by coming to Orientation and registering.  The next few steps include:


 








We may also have an additional opportunity.  Please let the Honors Office know ( at honors@gvsu.edu or 616-331-3219) if you will be available and interested in coming to campus early (August 18).  We are considering inviting a limited group of honors freshman for a special academic workshop to give extra preparation for academic success.  There may be a small cost for this workshop.

Getting acquainted with your mentor.  You will be contacted over the summer by a current student in Honors, who will introduce her or himself, give you helpful information, and answer any questions you might have.  Take this opportunity to learn as much as you can and get to know what college is really like.





Summer preparation.  It might be helpful to read a book during the summer about being successful in college.  There are several that honors students and faculty have recommended:





Inge Bell, Bernard McGrane, and John Gunderson. This Book is Not Required.  Pine Forge Press; 3rd edition, 2004.





Lynn F. Jacobs and Jeremy S. Hyman, The Professor’s Guide to Getting Good Grades in College. Collins, 2006.





Suzette Tyler.  Been There, Should've Done That: 995 Tips for Making the Most of College. Front Porch Press, 2008. 








Honors Pre-Transitions Programming, Wednesday, Aug. 26-Thursday, Aug. 27.  Honors will sponsor events on these days before Transitions begins.  The activities will be designed by honors students, mentors, and staff to help you settle in and get comfortable, introduce you to other students, have fun, and get you ready for a great academic start.








Transitions Programming, Thursday, Aug. 27 (eve.) through Saturday, Aug. 29.  Transitions is a Grand Valley State program for all new freshmen to orient them to college life and expectations at the university.





Honors Picnic at Kirk Park, Sunday, Aug. 30.  This is the culmination of the Honors pre-Transitions program and kick off for the academic year.  All Honors students are invited.





Mentor contacts.  For the first month or so of the academic year, your mentor will be pleased to meet with you and help answer any questions you still might have.








