HNR 211/212: Fall 2009

MWF 1:00-2:50PM


Classical World I 

Faculty Contact Information

Dr. Kelli Rudolph, Dept. of Classics


Dr. Diane Rayor, Dept. of Classics

Office: 263 Lake Huron Hall (LHH)


Office: 264 Lake Huron Hall (LHH)

Contact: 331-3544/ rudolphk@gvsu.edu


Contact: 331-3284/ rayord@gvsu.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday 2-4pm in LHH or by appt.
Office Hours: Mon. & Wed. 10-10:50 in LHH & Fri. 12-12:50 in Honors College.

Related Classics Courses: Elementary Greek (GRK 101) & Elementary Latin (LAT 101; Fall)

Course Description and Objectives

Classical World I (HNR 211/212) is the first half of the two-semester Classical World arts and humanities sequence. Completion of the full year (12 credit) sequence satisfies the integrated arts and humanities requirement for all Honors College students.  Passing with a B average satisfies all university writing requirements. 


The course takes a multi-disciplinary approach to the study of Greek culture. This approach includes close and extensive reading of primary sources (such as literary texts and artifacts) and secondary sources (including history and art history textbooks).  

In this course you will:
· Become familiar with the history, literature, philosophy and arts of ancient Greece from the Bronze Age through the death of Alexander the Great in 323 bce. 
· Address major cultural themes in a way that demands reflective engagement with various interpretations of primary and secondary sources.  
· Participate in class activities including a visit to an art museum, making a Greek-style pot in the Ceramics Studio, film screenings, public lectures and the HOMERathon.

· Present your views orally and in writing, offering a rational defense of your interpretation.  
· Develop a better understanding of academic discourse by thinking about the choices we make when interpreting and communicating about texts and artifacts.
Required Reading

Primary Sources

Aeschylus. Oresteia, trans. P. Meineck. Hackett, 1998.
Aristophanes. Lysistrata, trans. J. Henderson. Focus, 1988.
Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics, trans. Terrence Irwin. Hackett, 1985.

Herodotus. On the War for Greek Freedom. Hackett, 2003.
Homer. Iliad, trans. S. Lombardo. Hackett, 1997.
Homer. Odyssey, S. Lombardo. Hackett, 2000.
Plato. Republic, trans. Tom Griffith. Cambridge, 2000.

Rayor, D.  Sappho's Lyre: Archaic Lyric & Women Poets of Ancient Greece. California, 1991.
Thucydides. On Justice, Power, and Human Nature: Selections from the History of the Peloponnesian War, trans. P. Woodruff. Hackett, 1993.

Waterfield, Robin, trans. First Philosophers: The Presocratics & Sophists. Oxford, 2000.

Secondary Sources

Pomeroy, S. A Brief History of Ancient Greece: Politics, Society, and Culture. Oxford, 2004.
Woodford, S. Introduction to Greek Art. Cornell, 1988.
Additional Readings will be posted to Blackboard (to log-on with your regular GVSU network username and password, point your browser to http://bb.gvsu.edu).


Please use only the translations and texts listed above for reading and assigned work.

Requirements and Grading

We will distribute handouts explaining each assignment.

Ceramics project and four short essays 
70%

Final analytical paper 


20% 
DUE Tuesday, December 9, 2-3:50.

Participation 



10%
Note on Participation: This course is discussion-based so it is essential that you read assignments before each class and that you come to class prepared to share your views, responses and questions.  Most students find classes in which they participate more enjoyable; exchanging ideas with others will enhance your understanding of the material, and it will often help you discover what you really think about an issue or a text.  Participation includes your informed, constructive contributions to class discussion, being prepared for writing workshops, taking an active part in group assignments and performance exercises, and consulting with the instructors on drafts and revisions of your papers. In addition, participation includes attendance at announced extracurricular activities, such as the Toledo Art Museum trip on November 7. 
PLEASE NOTE: Failure to complete any of the papers may result in failing the course.
Grading Guidelines
A
Work demonstrates a complete mastery of the material, clear analysis of the subject matter, logical organization and argumentation, and correct English usage. 

B 
Work demonstrates very good understanding of the material and is well-written, but offers room for improvement in the areas of analysis and organization. 

C
Work demonstrates some knowledge of the material, but lacks analysis and organization and is poorly written. 

D 
The quality of the work is deficient in most respects. 

F 
The work was completed, but did not comply with expectations and is wholly unsatisfactory.
Class Policies
· Regular attendance is expected and absences will be noted. 

· We reserve the right to control access to laptops, cell phones, etc. during class time. 

· All assigned work must be handed in on its due date to be accepted, except in dire circumstances.

· Academic integrity is expected. Refer to the GVSU Student Code (section 223.00 and following) for definitions of plagiarism, cheating, and other violations of academic integrity. Students involved in such violations will fail the assignment, may fail the entire course (all six credits) and may be subject to disciplinary action by the University.

· Students experiencing difficulty with the course should contact us immediately. 

· If you have questions please do not hesitate to bring them up in class or to see one of us during office hours.  

*If you need academic accommodations because of a disability, please contact us and Disability Support Services (DSS) at (616) 331-2490.  Furthermore, if you have a disability and think you will need assistance in evacuating this classroom and/or building during an emergency, please make us aware so that we can develop a plan to assist you.

Classical World I 

Schedule of Readings, Topics and Events

Week 1 

August 
25

Introduction to Classical World. Introduction to Lyric Poetry; Archilochos.

27

Lyric Poetry: Sappho.  Reading: Sappho’s Lyre; Pomeroy Ch.1. 


29

Lyric Poetry: Simonides. Reading: Sappho’s Lyre. 
Week 2

September
1 

Labor Day Recess.


3

Presocratics. Reading: 1st Philosophers; Pomeroy Ch. 2.

5

Presocratics. Reading: 1st Philosophers; Pomeroy Ch.3.

Week 3


8

First short essay due. Introduction to Epic Poetry.  Reading: Iliad book 1.

      
10 

Epic Poetry: Iliad. Reading: Iliad books 3 & 6; Woodford Ch. 1.

12

Epic Poetry: Iliad. Reading: Iliad books 9 &16. 
Week 4      


15

Epic Poetry: Iliad. Reading: Iliad books 18-20 (focus on 18/19); Pomeroy Ch. 4.

17
Epic Poetry: Iliad. Reading: Iliad books 21-22; Woodford Ch. 2. 



TROY screening 6-9:30pm.

19

Epic Poetry: Iliad. Reading: Iliad books 23-24.

Week 5 


22

Second short essay due. Introduction to Odyssey.  Reading: Woodford Ch. 5. 

24

Epic Poetry: Odyssey. Reading: Odyssey books 1-2.


26

Epic Poetry: Odyssey. Reading: Odyssey books 3-4.

Week 6


29 

Epic Poetry: Odyssey. Reading: Odyssey books 5-8.
October
1

Epic Poetry: Odyssey. Reading: Odyssey books 9-11.

3

MEET IN CERAMICS STUDIO IN CALDER ART CENTER. 
Week 7



6

Epic Poetry: Odyssey. Reading: Odyssey books 12-16.

8

Epic Poetry: Odyssey. Reading: Odyssey books 17-19.

10

MEET IN CERAMICS STUDIO IN CALDER ART CENTER. 
Week 8



13

Epic Poetry: Odyssey. Reading: Odyssey 20-24.

15

Introduction to Greek Tragedy. Reading: Pomeroy Ch. 5.

16

Pots completed.


17 

HOMERATHON: COOK-DEWITT. Reading: Woodford Ch. 3 & 7.

Week 9

20

Greek Tragedy. Reading: Aeschylus, Oresteia: Agamemnon.

22

Greek Tragedy. Reading: Aeschylus, Oresteia: Libation Bearers & Furies; 




Pomeroy Ch. 6.

24

NO CLASS; Third short essay due. Submit through BlackBoard. 

Week 10



27

Introduction to Plato; Reading: Plato, Republic bk. 1-2; Pomeroy Ch. 7.

29

Greek Philosophy. Reading: Plato, Republic bk. 3-4; Woodford Ch. 4 & 6.

31

Greek Historians. Reading: Thucydides pp.1-58; Pomeroy Ch. 8.

Week 11

November
3

Greek Philosophy. Reading: Plato, Republic bk. 5-6 .


5

Greek Philosophy. Reading: Plato, Republic bk. 7-8.


7

Toledo Art Museum field trip. Reading: Woodford Ch. 8-10.
Week 12

                 10

Fourth short essay due. Submit through BlackBoard.



Aristophanes’ Lysistrata.


12

Greek Philosophy. Reading: Plato, Republic bk. 9-10.

14

Greek Historians. Reading: Thucydides pp.59-96. 

Week 13


17

Greek Historians. Reading: Thucydides pp.97-160. Introduction to Aristotle


19
Greek Philosophy. Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics bk. 1-3. 

21
Writing Workshop. Pomeroy Ch. 9.
Week 14


24

Last essay due. Hellenistic Art. 

26-30

Thanksgiving Recess.

Week 15

December
1

Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics bk. 4-6; Pomeroy Ch. 10.


3 

Greek Philosophy. Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics bk.7-10; 




Pomeroy Ch. 11.


5 

Conclusions.
Week 16 


9 

FINAL (revised) ESSAY due and presented in class on Tuesday, 2-3:50 PM.
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