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HNR 215/216 02





      Professor Edward A. Cole, PhD

European Civilization 1  




      Professor Christine A. Rydel, PhD

Syllabus—Autumn Term 2009
Far more than mere geography, “Europe” denotes one of the world’s major civilizations. It is sometimes also called “the West,” in memory of the times when its core was more or less coterminous with the domain of the Western Christian Church. Indeed, in Europe’s early form, religion was its single unifying factor. From the outset, Western Christendom was divided in almost every other conceivable way: ethnic, political, linguistic, economic, geographic, and even historical. Around the year AD 1500, Europe entered on a new course, slowly building, on the old foundations, the secular unity that is its most distinctive characteristic today. Three hundred years of profound change and innovation produced a Europe that still was half medieval and half modern. Then the French Revolution of 1789, and the Industrial Revolution that arrived at about the same time, marked the decisive adoption of the new ways. This course will concern itself primarily with the nineteenth century, the first century of truly modern European civilization. We shall concentrate most on the IDEAS that formed its identity.
Professor Edward Alan Cole





Professor Christine A. Rydel

Office: MAK
 D-1-132





Office: MAK D 2-112
331-3185/3298; Fax: 331-3285




331-3220/3203; Fax: 331-3025

colee@gvsu.edu






rydelc@gvsu.edu
Office Hours: TBA






Office Hours: TBA

MEETINGS: 

MW 3:00-5:45, 137 NMR. We shall meet for two (2) 75 minute classes with one 



break of 15 minutes. Please be on time for the beginning of both classes. 




(Occasionally we shall meet for three [3] fifty-minute periods instead with two [2] 


ten-minute breaks.)

GOAL:
To acquaint students with the civilization of Europe in the 19th century. In addition students will work on writing in order to fulfill the university’s ENG 150 requirement.

LITERATURE TEXTS:




     



Austen, Jane, Northanger Abbey



Karamzin, Mikhail Nikolaevich, "Poor Liza" and another story TBA (Handout) 
 




Romantic Poets (Handout)




Lermontov, Mikhail Iurevich, A Hero of Our Time, Penguin






Lermontov, The Demon (Handout)




Baudelaire, Charles, Selections from Flowers of Evil (Handout)




Flaubert, Gustave, Madame Bovary, Bantam




Goethe, Faust, Princeton




Trollope, Anthony Barchester Towers, Oxford




Victorian Poets (Handout)




Dostoevsky, Fyodor Mikhailovich, Notes from Underground, Vintage




Tolstoy, Lev Nikolaevich, The Death of Ivan Ilyich, Bantam




James, Henry Turn of the Screw, Dover




Wilde, Oscar, The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oxford



Wells, H. G.  The Time Machine, Signet



Funk & Lewis, 30 Days to a More Powerful Vocabulary, Pocket Books

HISTORY TEXTS:

Marvin Perry, et al., Western Civilization: Ideas, Politics, and Society. Vol. Two: From the 1600s. 8th edition. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 

ISBN 0-618- 61302- 1 [abbreviation in syllabus: txt. The assignments in the syllabus refer to section headings in the textbook. See Table of Contents for page numbers.]

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto. New York: Signet Classic [Penguin], 1998.   Sesquicentennial Edition.  

ISBN 0-451-52710-0 [abbreviation in syllabus: manif]

Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoevsky, Winter Notes on Summer Impressions. Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1997. ISBN 0-8101-1518-2 [abbreviation in syllabus: notes]

Lev Nikolaevich  Tolstoy, Tales of Sevastopol.  Honolulu: University Press of the Pacific, 2002. 

ISBN 1-4102-0168-6 [abbreviation in syllabus: tales]

REQUIREMENTS:
HNR 215:

                             
Daily attendance. Attendance will make up part of your grade.

Class participation on text and readings (quizzes possible).




Two written exercises on Tolstoy and Dostoevsky (750 words [three pages] 



minimum for each paper.) 




Tolstoy: Write a paper that shows how the tales reflect Tolstoy’s changing 




attitude toward warfare. 










Dostoevsky: Write a paper that shows how Dostoevsky’s Winter Notes on 




Summer Impressions reflect his point of view from the eastern end of the 




West-East Cultural Gradient.




The final examination (in conjunction with HP 216; owls 
included)




HNR 216:




Daily attendance and participation, which will make up 
part of your grade




Short answer essays on assigned questions. See schedule.





2 papers 5-6 pages (first [not rough] and final drafts)




The final examination (in conjunction with HP 215)
FINAL EXAMINATION: We will have one final examination that covers both HNR 215 and HNR 216. We will take the final exam during the time scheduled for HNR 216, i.e. 

Wednesday, 09 December 2009, 4:00-5:50 p.m.

SPECIAL NOTE TO STUDENTS:  As you can see from the syllabus, our section of HNR 215/216  02  requires a great deal of reading. With this fact in mind, you should try to stay on schedule so that you will not fall behind--especially at the end of the semester when your other professors will expect papers and will add exams, etc. Do not panic at the amount of work; you shall succeed in reading and writing everything that you need to accomplish in this course this semester. Both of us are available for help with your papers, questions, problems, etc. In HNR 216  02, you will be able to re-write your literature papers in order learn how to write better and to raise the grade of your essay. You are always welcome to meet with Professor Rydel if you need help with your papers--even before you have begun to write. If you have no idea how to write the types of papers that we require, you should make an appointment with Professor Rydel for guidance.




  TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
(




August 31

Cole: 
The Modern Age; txt: Comprehensive Introduction






Rydel:  The Gothic, Sentimental, and Romantic 




           
September 02

Cole:
Eighteenth-Century Gradient; txt: Age of Enlightenment thru High




Enlightenment



Rydel:  Northanger Abbey
September 07


Labor Day Holiday
September 09

Cole:
Eighteenth Century Europe: txt: Age of Enlightenment from High





Enlightenment







Rydel:  Northanger Abbey
September 14
Cole: 
The French Revolution: txt: The French Revolution

Rydel:  "Poor Liza" and another story TBA; The Demon
September 16
Cole: 
Napoleonic Europe: txt: Napoleon

Rydel:
Romantic Poets     

September 21
Cole: 
Restoration Europe; txt: Revolution and Counterrevolution through



British Reform


Rydel:  Romantic Poets.
September 23

Cole:
Idealism; txt: Early 19th-c. Thought & Culture through Idealism 




Rydel:  English Romantic Poets.                       

September 28

Cole: 
Conservatism, Liberalism, and Radicalism; txt: Early 19th c. Thought & 




through Radicalism




Rydel:  Faust.



September 30
Cole: 
Socialism & Nationalism; txt: Thought & Culture through Nationalism 


Rydel:  Faust.
October 05
Cole: 
The Industrial Revolution; txt: The Industrial Revolution.


Rydel:  Faust.
October 07 
Cole: 
Revolutions of 1848; txt: Revolution & Counterrevolution from British 
Reform.




Rydel:  Faust
October 12

Cole: 
The Eastern Question; tales: “Sevastopol in 
December.” 



Rydel: 
Faust (1st draft of First literature paper due.)
October 14

Cole: 
West vs. East; tales: “Sevastopol in May.”



Rydel:  Hero of Our Time
October 19

Cole: 
The Fateful Crimea; tales: “Sevastopol in August.”


Rydel:
Hero of Our Time
October 21              
Cole: 
The Second Enlightenment; txt: Mid-century Thought & Culture through 




Positivism.



Rydel: 
Madame Bovary (First literature paper due.)
October 26

Cole: 
Darwin; txt: Thought & Culture on Darwinism




Rydel: 
Madame Bovary
October 28
Cole: 
Egalitarianism; txt: Thought & Culture from Anarchism through 
Feminism




Rydel:  Madame Bovary
November 02

Rydel: 
Madame Bovary (Film after class for interested & able.);






Victorian Poets

November 04
Cole:
 (Assignment on Tolstoy due for Cole.)



Rydel:  Begin viewing Barchester Towers (film)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________November 09

Cole: 
Barchester Towers

Rydel:  Barchester Towers
November 11
Cole: 
East visits West; notes: chapters 1-4



Rydel:  Notes from Underground
November 16

Cole:
East visits West; notes, chapters 5-8




Rydel:
Notes from Underground (First draft second literature paper due.)  
November 18

Cole:
Unification of the Italian States; txt: Surge of Nationalism through Italy



Rydel:  Notes from Underground

November 23

Cole:
Unification of the German States: txt: Surge of nationalism through 




Hapsburg Empire




Rydel:
The Death of Ivan Ilyich
 
November 25 


Thanksgiving Holiday
December 02

Cole:
Marxism; txt: Thought & Culture on Marxism; Marx: The Manifesto



Rydel:
The Turn of the Screw (Watch film after class for interested and able) 
December 04

Cole:
Quiz on The Communist Manifesto (Paper for Cole on Dostoevsky due)



Rydel:  Turn of the Screw & The Picture of Dorian Gray



December 07
Cole:
The Second Industrial Revolution; txt: The Industrial West 

Rydel:  The Picture of Dorian Gray (Second literature paper due.)
December 09
Rydel: 
The Time Machine (both hours; Professor Cole will also participate in


the discussion of this work)

December 16  
04:00-5:50 PM
Final Exam will cover both HNR 215 and HNR 216                       


(     
The professors reserve the right to change the schedule at any time. You will be notified of any alterations via 
Blackboard. 

