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Etudn-nt Environmental t;nalitl‘nn* Th!s group

works with the 5u5tainahillty Office to edur:atve

StUdentE ahﬁut 5uata3nability Enﬂ t:unﬁewa-

tion.

lletyl:llng Admat:y flub This cli"ub wﬂrks tﬂ‘

reduce waste and prﬁmnte recytﬁngatﬁvsu

Soll and Water Co nsma:ﬂnn Sumty {SWESI

| The SWCS works i in the gtea‘ter mmmtmlty
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~ toclean and pras&rve nalurah hahitats anr.i
resources. | i
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The Rapid Bus Syﬁl;Em' GVSII hﬂﬁ sweml

hybrid-electric buses to tﬂ'anspﬂr‘t &E camﬂus

students to and frum s-t:hnuL
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paper waste by encouraging the pmhfmtmn e

of electronic documents. o
”-."'_Enarg:y Conservation Egmpetitlnn- in Hﬂ~ __'
~ vember 2007, GVSU communities’ erhergy
~ consumption was monitored and mmpar&d tﬁ
| -'--energycuns.umptiun in Nmemher 2006, The

~ winning community could thouﬁe a prize such -
as an Energy Star apphaﬂca ur free su,stalnabil- ~ 'f
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£ GRF.EH caunsss arrﬁnm I
Enwmnm&n‘tﬂt Ecrence _“ ’ _'

'« Environ mental and Re&uurce Emnnmiea{ Dot
» Ecology of the Great Lakes SR

- Envi runmentatEthmE

. thha!l Environmental Change i
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It's casy for big schools with even bigger endow-
ments to ramp up their sustainability programs. But
what about schools with significantly smaller endow-
ments which are nonetheless doing their part to im-
prove the environment. Grand Valley State University
is one of those schools recognized by the Sustainability
Endowments Institute. For its efforts, GVSU earned a
2008 Sustainability Innovator Award.

Obviously, this school is making the most of its en-
dowment. There seems to be no limit to what GVSU is
doing to go green. To start, the school has tried to in-
corporate more environmentally themed courses into its
catalog. GVSU even publishes its own “Student Sustain-
ability Guide.” There’s also a full-time sustainability di-
rector at GVSU.

Other GVSU initiatives include the adoption of
LEED certification as the standard for all construction on
campus. More LEED-certified buildings at the very least
mean greater energy ethciency. To reduce energy waste,
the school has installed occupancy sensors so that lights
do not remain on in unoccupied rooms. Water waste has
been drastically reduced thanks to waterless urinals and
various low-flow features on toilets and showers.

INSIDE THE CLASSROOM
While Grand Valley State University might not be

the most recognized name on our list, it does provide a
quality education. There are seven different colleges to
choose from: the Padnos College of Engineering and
Computing, the Kirkhof College of Nursing, the Col-
lege of Education, the Seidman College of Business, the
College of Health Professions, the College of Interdisci-
plinary Studies, the College of Community and Public
Services, and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
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(CLAS). Students also have 69 majors to choose
from among 200 areas of study. Whether stu-
dents want to study German, dance, or behav-
ioral science, they will find it at GVSU,

The dedicated faculty at GVSU is always on
hand to help students with their needs. Courses
are always taught by professors—never by grad-
uate students. However, the presence of gradu-
ate students does provide a great
opportunity for undergrads, be-
cause undergrads who are looking
for a challenge can participate in
graduare-level research.

For students who wanrt to see

more of the world than Allendale,
Michigan, can offer, GVSU has
a seemingly unlimited number
of study abroad programs—3,900 in aII'f The
Ukraine, Turkey, Egypt—no part of the globe
seems to be off-limits.

AROUND CAMPUS

There are two different GVSU campuses.
‘The main one is in Allendale, while the other
“has a more urban setting in Grand Rapids—as
mentioned, a free shuttle links the two. With
prime locations near Lake Michigan, the school
seems to have a little of everything to offer its
students.

One of the biggest selling points of the
GVSU campus is the fact that the student
residences are some of the newest in the en-
tire state. The traditional-style dorms are set
aside for first-year students. There is also apart-
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ment-style housing in a choice of five differ-
ent buildings. There are 11 different suite-style
apartments, each housing four students. Final-
ly, there are campus apartments: four campus
apartment buildings in Allendale and another
two in Grand Rapids. If upper-class students
prefer theme housing, they can choose among
honors, all-female, art, healthy living, or prel-
aw housing.

STUDENT LIFE
Louie the Laker, GVSU'’s

mascot, watches over achletics at
this NCAA Division II school.
There are a total of eight men’s
varsity teams and another nine
women’s varsity teams. Foot-

ball is extremely popular, espe-
cially when GVSU is playing its rivals at Ferris
State University for the Anchor Bone Trophy.
GVSU football won the 200506 National
Championships, a feat also accomplished by
the women's baskerball and volleyball teams.
Intramural sports, such as bowling, tennis, and

golf, are a great alternative to varsity sports.

GVSU is proud to have nearly 300 student
organizations to choose from. With areas of in-
terest such as faith, culture, service, and sports,
there is literally something for everyone. And
what about students who want to go Greek?
Well, they will have to narrow their choice ro
1 of the 27 different Greek organizations on
campus. |
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