Dear Teachers and Administrators,
It is my pleasure to announce the Sweet 16 Season of the Annual Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival. We are very excited about the festival this year, and invite you and your students to be a part of our festival events. Enclosed are materials about our two productions and outreach opportunities for your school. We are also VERY EXCITED to announce a special conference called Shakespeare Connects that we are hosting as part of our Festival. There will be a High School Drama Competition as part of the conference. Details about both are included in this packet.
Our Mainstage production of the classic Romeo and Juliet will be an exciting production with content very appropriate to students. We know this is a play often taught and discussed in high school, and so we believe this is an excellent opportunity for students to see an actual theatrical performance of this work. Already we have had many reservations with our early reservation form sent out in the spring. If you have questions, you can also contact our schools liaison, Dr. Joe Miller at 616-331-3552 or email her at millerj@gvsu.edu. Please also see her attached letter for more information.
Our touring production, Bard to Go will be performing the production Lovestruck for regional schools this fall. Lovestruck is a returning favorite in our Bard to Go repertoire. Bard to Go is a roughly 50 minute touring show that travels to schools to perform. The performance features a combination of scenes from various Shakespeare plays focused on a common theme. This past summer, Bard to Go traveled to Italy to participate in the Sapperlot International Amateur Theatre Festival. Bard to Go performed the production featured in the 2008 festival, Kissing and Courting, which many area schools were able to see. Our Bard to Go was honored with a Best Production award as voted by all other participating productions. As you can imagine, we are very proud of their work and feel they present a remarkable production offered each year to area schools. This year, the production explores courting and falling in love in a collage with scenes from Romeo and Juliet; Midsummer Night’s Dream; Merchant of Venice; Henry IV, part I; Henry VI, part I; Comedy of Errors; and Hamlet. Enclosed are further details from Dr. Rachel Anderson about Bard to Go including how to schedule a performance for your school. 
Enclosed you will also find our Shakespeare Festival Brochure with more details about our festival events. I also want to direct you to our website at www.gvsu.edu/shakes/ for information about our Shakespeare Scholarship opportunities. Finally, I have also included some program information about our Theater Major at Grand Valley State University and about our Theatre at Grand Valley season. I ask that you make these materials available to your students. Additional information on the Shakespeare Festival, the theatre curriculum and productions is available at our websites, www.gvsu.edu/theatre/ and www.gvsu.edu/shakes/. 
Thank you for your assistance in disseminating our information and for your ongoing support of the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival and Theatre at Grand Valley. Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions or concerns.
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Best Wishes,

James Bell

2009 Festival Director 
616-331-3066 bellja@gvsu.edu 

