








August 29, 2009

Dear Fellow Educators,





Have you ever thought about why Romeo & Juliet is one of the first Shakespeare plays we teach to adolescents in America? In some ways it is an odd choice, but the play’s ability to engage young readers and to appeal to their innate sense of fair play and hatred for injustice is probably part of it. The play also invites young audiences to grapple with some very relevant questions, like how much of a role their parents should play in their choice of a mate, or how to reconcile friendships with romantic relationships when they compete for attention.

Romeo & Juliet is directed by guest Chris Hayes from The London Theatre Exchange. Chris has enjoyed an international career as a theatre director for some forty years with more than 200 productions to his credit. In the UK he has worked with most major regional theatres including the Royal Shakespeare Company. He is a frequent guest director overseas across Europe and in Ireland and in North and South America. As an Artistic Director he has been responsible for running six theatre companies including The Marlowe Theatre Canterbury, The Ludlow Shakespeare Festival Theatre and the Theatre Royal Plymouth. Chris is a founding member of The London Theatre Exchange, an international group that teaches classical acting to amateur and professional students all over the world. 

As always, our company features professional, regional, and student artists collaborating to create a high-quality production at a most affordable rate for schools. Because of the popularity of this play, and the growth of the Festival audience over the past several years, we opened up advanced reservations for Romeo & Juliet last spring as we did last year, and our student matinees are nearly selling out already, so please act quickly to reserve seats for your group. 

Enclosed you will find a reservation form for the matinee performances. We are sensitive to school budget concerns, and are pleased to be able to still offer the exceptional price of only $2 a ticket, which includes lunch. I am the Festival’s Education Director and the liaison for the schools this year, so if you have any questions, ideas, or suggestions, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Jo Miller

Associate Professor of English

Shakespeare Festival Dramaturg

Grand Valley State University

Allendale, MI 49401

616-331-3552

millerj@gvsu.edu
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