Tina Struyk


The Impact of English as a Second Language and Bilingual Education on Spanish Language Proficiency of Elementary Students

Proposal Summary and Involvement

 
As a result of my experiences teaching and working with Spanish speaking students I decided that I wanted to become an educator.  One point of interest for me as a future teacher is how the different teaching approaches regarding second language learners affect the first language of these children.  I will be working with Professor Moret to determine if approaches such as English as a Second Language (ESL) or Bilingual education have a negative or positive impact on students' lives and what are the greater social impacts.  Language forms part of our cultural identity and many Latin Americans are in an identity crisis between two psychological borders.  Language also is the way we communicate and maintain relationships with our family and friends.  Many third generation Latin Americans struggle to communicate with their grandparents and parents.


These concepts about cultural identity and language were introduced to me by professor Moret in a Spanish civilization course.  I am currently taking two linguistics course which will further my understanding of how language functions in society.  During my civilization course I had to conduct cultural interviews of Latin Americans.  One of the biggest topics discussed in the interviews related to a constant struggle to communicate and learn the dominant language.  I also have a lot of knowledge regarding the Spanish language and the Mexican culture.  Last summer I studied abroad and in addition to taking classes about the Mexican culture I actually experienced it.  


I witness the struggle for language every week when I visit a local migrant family in Conklin.  I tutor their son in a local elementary school.  I have been in contact with this family for 3 years now.  I am beginning to become aware of a language conflict that my student is experiencing.  At home his first language has always been Spanish; however, he is beginning to use it less since he spends most of his time in school.  At school he receives instruction in English.  I have noticed him struggle more with his first language and I am interested in if his experience reflects what I believe to be a national crisis.  


The purpose of this project is to evaluate the different instructional approaches for Spanish speaking elementary students including, English as a Second Language (ESL) and Bilingual Education.  This proposed study will determine if there is a correlation between the different instructional approaches and the level of Spanish language reading comprehension and grammar efficiency.  It is my belief that if Spanish speaking elementary students experience the instructional approach of ESL then they will perform poorer on Spanish language reading comprehension and grammar exercises than students that experienced a bilingual instructional approach.


I will contact local elementary schools and determine which instructional approach they practice on Spanish speaking students by administering questionnaires.  I will also obtain permission from the elementary schools to administer language comprehension and grammar exercises to their Spanish speaking students.  

I will collect data from the exercises for analysis.  Since, no two classrooms are alike complete control of the experimental setting is not possible therefore, this approach is quasi-experimental.  I will do my part as the researcher to maintain consistency and accuracy of this project.


After determining the different impacts on the Spanish language I will discuss possible implications of the results.  I will determine the impact loosing a first language has on an individual and his/her relationship with their family members.  I will also discuss the possible long term affects that these results might have on the future of this country and the cultural identity of Latin Americans.  


I will use my findings to better understand what teaching method would be most useful in my future classrooms.  I plan on entering the college of education next fall to begin my student teaching.  This project will contribute in my pursuit to be a bilingual elementary teacher by furthering my understanding of the struggles that Latin Americans face regarding language.   I am responsible for using my knowledge of both the culture and the language to make sure that this endeavor will contribute an accurate depiction of the Latin American identity crisis.  This is an opportunity I will readily accept and a personal experience I would never forget.   

